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The Right Worſhipfull 
and truly Religious 
Eſquire, | 
M'. E. BENLOWES 
of Brent- Hall in Eſſex, 
i MF: 


wiſheth Internall, Externall, and 
Eternall happineſle, 


a2 T was well anſiyered 
FM, by him , who bein 
DEB asked What this fe 
to 45, (aid thus, 7; 5; 
"wg wihing elſe but the 
Meditation of Death. If a man 
ſhould ask me,}#h4t time is, T think 


- I might ficly anſwer thus , 72 j5 no- 


thing elſe but the Meditations of 
Eternity. Our Li fe is but a Poſting 
unto Death 3 and our Time, a ſhort 
dayes ſai! unto Eternity, In this 
Time of Life we are,asPjlgrims and 
Strangers, neg ety our 
celeſtiall Countrey. We are as Sat- 

A3 lers, 
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The Epiſile 

ters, bound for the Haven of Ftcy- 
nity, Bur we muſt yur through 
many troubles before we can come 
to our journcys end ; We mult ſail 
through ſalt and bitter waters, and 
paſſe through the Gulf of Death, 
before we can cometo Land. I hcre 
isa4 Land which is called The Laxd 
of the living ; and thereis a Land 
which is called The Land of Her 
rour and Deſpair : There is a Two- 
fol4 Eternity ; either of the Bleſ= 
ſed, or of the Curſed; | here is a 
ewo- fold Life after Death ; eithec 
in Eternall Joyes , or Eternall pu- 
niſhments. It is good therefore in 
this ſhort Life, to think upon that 
Life which never ſhall have exd. It 
is good whileſt we are. on the way 
to think upon our Fourncys end. It 
is good in Timc,Wwhilelt we are ſail- 
ing. to have an eye till upon our | 
Compaſſe , and think upon Etcre 
nity, Tothink upon Eternity, is 2 
Sovereigne *Preſervative to kcep 
us from falli: g into $zyne To 
think upon Etcrnall joycs, (weetens 
the ſalt and bitter watcrs of Sore 
rows and cAſfiiftions, To think 
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Dedicatory. 


upon Eternal punſhments, makes 
us not to (et our hearts upon Tem= 
porall Delights and Pleaſures, 
Heaven is even hete on Earth in 
part enjoyed , whilit we raiſe up 
our thoughts to meditate upon it x 
And Hcil may for ever be eſcaped, 
if by ſerious and frequent thoughts 
thereof, here in this life, we deſcend 
into it. Such thoughts as theſe mo- 
ved Drexclius to write theſe C O N 
$SIDERATION S,and me alſo 
to tranſlate them, He wrote upon a 
Generall ſubjef# 3 And every man 
may challenge « part inir, What 
he wrote, he intended for a publick 
benefit 3 And (o did I in the tr2nſ- 
lation of it. I hope He and H#j ſhall 
find never the worſe cntertains 
ment, becauſe Hc is a Stranger, and 
come from beyond fcas. Ir is the 
honour of our Nation , to be kind 
and courteous unto Strangers, He 
was commended unto me by a 
Traveller, a moſt religious and 
learned Gentleman (Be nor angry 
with me, Mr, Bealowes, it I ſay, He 
was as like you as can be in every 
reſpe&t 3 Fort indeed he was) bred 
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and brought up in the Romiſh Relz. 
gion, and ſent bcyond ſeas to be 
confirmed in it , but yet brought *"* 
home again by divine Providence 
and reſtored to his Mother the 
Church of England, for the Conver= 
fron, T hope of many, fngled out of 
all his kindred to be a molt zealous 
Proteflant , born to goog Fortuxcs, 
and yet not given to *Plcaſures, 
wedded tv his Books and Devoti- 
ons, ſpending what ſome call idle 
time in the beſt company for the 
edifying himſelf or others ; count - 
lng nothing good which he pofſeſl= © 
ſeth but o.,ely that which he doth } 
good Withall ; taking morecare to * 
{ay out his money for the good of » 
others, then others, in laying up 
money for themſelves. To cona _; 
clude, a Gentleman of whom T1 t 
may molt truly ſay. That his Con. . .# 
wcerſation # in heaven , his Diſ® | 
courſe on things above, and his 
thoughts upon Eternity. Upon a 
fuch a mans commendation as this, Y 
1 could not but take a liking to the 
party commended, and the more I 
SreW acquainted with him , the 

more ' 
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Dedicatory. 


more 1 liked him, Ir is the councej 
of Horace, 


Tu quem commenaes etiam atque 
ctiam aſpice : 16 mox 

Incutiant alicna tibi cemmiſſa tus 
dorcm. 


Believe me, Mr. Benlowes, I have 
had ſuch experience of this party, 
whom Wh, mapa unto you, 
that I dare confidently ſay , If you 
entertain him into your ſervice, you 
ſhall never repent you of it, *Philip 
of Maccdon appointed one every 
Morning to ſalute him with a Me- 
mento of Mortality. Drexelius his 
office ſhall be, if you pleaſe, To be 
your Remembrancer, and every 
Morning, Noon, and Evening. to 
round you in the ear with a Me- 
mento of Eternity. But, I know 
That is ſo often in your thoughts, 
that you need not any to put you tn 
Remembrance 'of it, Neither yet 
doLintend here , though I have a 
fair occaſion, to run over the cat4- 
logue of yout Chriſtian Virtues, ſpe- 
cially that pair of Chriſtian twins, 
: As your 
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The Epiſfle, 


your Pictz and Temperance , Witt 
your Charity and Bounty. For the 
firſt, they that daily converſe with 
you cannot but ſee how you con- 
verſe with them, The other pair 
go along with you whereſoever you 
go, and though you dclire to hide 
them, cannot be concealed : in ſpe- 
ciall , many poor Scholars , god!y 
and devout Miniſters in the Mn 
verſity and abrozd, of ſeverall Col- 
ledges , have had a feeling them- 
ſelves of them, and cannot bur 
make them conſpicuous nay palpas 
ble to others. T heſe ſhall praiſe you 
in your abſence : for my part, I do 
not love to praiſe a man to his face, 
But if the l;ving hold their peace, 
the dead hall tife up and praiſe 
you, I mean thoſe mazy and excel- 
lent Books together with othcr rare 
monuments purchaſed at a grea 
price, which without any ſolicita. 
tion at all, out of mere afleRion 
you bore to Saint Fohns Colledge in 
Cambridge, where you were ſome- 
times a Student, you have beſtowed 
on their Library; Their Library, 
but the moi wagnificent _ 
an 
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Dedicatory, 


and Eternalt Monument of the :1e< 


cena of our age, Fobn Lord Biſhop 
of Lincoln, and crue lover of learn. 
ing, and Patron of Scholars, And 
now it appears, Mr, Bexlows, that 
you have lefle nized of Drexclius 
his ſervice. then before. But how- 
ſoever, I pray you , entertain him : 
Let him have but the honour to 
wear your Cognizance, And both 
He and I will put it upon the file of 
Thank full Remembrance, and re- 
oitter it for a f{ingular a& of your 
Beneficerce. Pardon my boldnelle in 
this; And command me 11 what 
liberall ſervice you pleaſe, 


Ralth Wintciton. 


From Kings Coll, i 
F:nnic 1,163 2, 
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F ary man more Curious 1 Cen « 
| curing what js done for a com- 
mon good , rather then ſtudious 
himſelf to promote it , ſhould quee 
ſtion me for meddling in another 
mans profeſſion, T might anſwer 
him in his own kind by way of que- 
ftion, as Menedemus ijn Terence 
anſwered Chremes finding fault 
with him, Tantumne abs re tua eſt 
etii tibi, Aliena ut cures, eaque nihil 


much leiſure as to meddle with that, 
which nothing concerns thee ? 

But to ſatisfie thee ( Courtcous 
Reader ) who intcndeſt , I know, 
with the Bee to gather Hony out of 
this Garden of Eternity, and not 
Poylon with the Spider, T bold it 
fit to acquaint thee with the true 
occaſion that moved me to tranſlate 
this Book. No Divine Iam indeed, 
neither 


Nr 


To the Reader. 
neither yet can 1 be if IT would never 
ſo fain : T would I were but worthy 
the name of 4 Phylician ! But how- 
ſocver, being deſtinate1*by the ſt4- 
tutcs of my private Colledge 20 the 
ſtudy of Phylick, in the firſt place I 
thought gcod to ſpend ſome time in 
Arithmetick, as being 4 neceſſary 
zuſtrument and help in my | cote(i1= 
on «11 which I made ſome progreſſe, 
paſſing from Numcration, Additi- 
on,SubtraQion, Multiplication Di- 
viſion, Reduction, I o the Golden 
Rule, or, the Rule of Three, The 
Rule of Falſhood , The Rules of 
Proportion , and the Rules of So- 
ciety, and the reſt. But the knows» 
ledge of this coſt meſo dear, that T 
was forced to leave the fludy of it : 
For many nights tegether I was 


confirained againſt my will to pra- 


(iſe Numeration oftzer then T 
world, tclling the clock , and coul4 
take but little ret. Whercupon T re= 
ſolved with my ſclf to leave the 
Arithmetick School, and ſo I went 
unto the Phyſick and Muſick 
Schools, imploring at one and ihe 
ſame time the help of Hippocrates: 
| and 


T0 the Ready, 

and the Muſes, For at thattime I 
turned the firſt book of Hippocrates 
5% Aphorilmes into Greck Verſes, 
hoping to procure reſt by Phylick, 
and the Mulick of Poeticall Num- 
bers 3 by which I found ſome re$ ine 
deed ( rAnd therefore ſince T have 
well nigh finiſhed at ſpare hours 
the other fix Books, which , if God 
permit, may cre long ſee light.) But 
though I found ſome reſt, yet I did 
rot ſleep ſo ſoundly 45 at other 
times. SoT left the Temple of Hip- 
pocrates 4nd the Mules, ani betook 
my ſelf unto the SanRuary to learn 
of David divine Arithmetick, 
which conſiftcth in t'e due num= 
bering of the dayes of this ſhort life, 
by comparing them with the years 
of Eternity : eAnd ſo 1 fell upon 
tranjlating this Back of Eternity, 
And this I found by daily experts 
ence 19 be the beſÞ Hypnoticon thas 
ever I uſed ; for it brought me to 
my reſt better then if I had taken 
Diacodion, Thus I found the ol 4 
ſaying true >, Where Philoſophy 
ends, there Phylick begins : and 
where Phyiics ends, there Divints 

ty 


6% 


yp 
, . p3 5 
cs 65 Py * £ 
i 3V - 
I * , a 
Darke ew ths, a * £ » . > 
+ » - þ o - © py 
__ * - * P M » P. . 
. 4 —_— CO ; io. 
_ wet 4 x =» ondend —_ 
6 I —_— + B hal n 
- —_ - 


» _ 
OI um 


i i 
4 

+ 

; 

4 

$\ 
& 


” OL ISS ITE 


">. 


2 
OR. IS - ——_ 
o os 0 tm We emer ret apy 
* y Wm, bor et hr 
, 


To the Reader, 


ty begins ; which T interpret thus 
(451 found it true by expertencc) 
When Philoſophy by accident had 
done me harm, and Phylick could 
do me little good , I found perfe& 
help in Divinity. cAnd having 
found ſo much good by this Book my 
felf- I could not be ſo envious a5 not 
ampart it unto others for 4 Sove- 
reigne Medicine, 10 procure quiet 
ſleep. Neither is it good for that one= 
ly,(but farre anlike to other medi« 
eines, which are oncly good for fome 
ove diſcaſe, and falling into unskil- 
full hands oftentimes do more harm 
then good) zt is a Medicine fitting 
All Ages, Complexions , Condl- 
tions, Places, Parts, Diſcales Spi- 
ituall and Corporall whatſocvcr :; 
Tt & a Medicine Preſervative, Cura» 
tive, Reſtaurative: t 7s an Antidote 
againſt the poylon of finne : Tt is 
Dictamnum to drive out the fiery 
darts of Satan : It is Catholicon to 
purge out all ill humours : It is bet- 
zcr then Exhilarans Galeni, to 
chear the Heart oppreſſed with 
Melancholy : Tt is an Acopon for 
611 wearineſſe, an Anodynon for all 
paſns, 
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To the Reader. 


pains, 4 Panchreſton profirable for 
all things,or All-good. It 3s Pana< 
cea, Hearts-caſe, All- heal. Tr is 2 
rich Treaſury for Engliſh men, A 


-» Rore-houſe for the diſeaſed, and 
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The ready way to long life, even 70 
bleſſed Eternicy, Lct no man now 


' challenge me for uſurping another 
- maxs office, or treſpaſſing upon Di- 


- 


* 
£ 


vines ; I cann»t ſee but Divines and 
Phyſicians may well agree together: 
Both are buſied about curing of Diſ 
eales either Spirituall or Corporal! : 
*Ard heres a Medicine for both. 


Fake it and uſe it, Chriftian Read- 


6 


& 3 And thou ſhalt find by thine 


_ .. own experience that it hath all the 


4 


virtues above mentioned So TI 


' commend thce to the Phyſician both 
' of Body and Soul, and heartily de- 
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fire thy Temporall and Erernall 
Health and Welfare. 


Ralph Winterton. 


A From Kings Coll, 


Fune 1, 1632, 
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1 Upon this Book of Eternity, 


i 4 tho reach Eteyn/ty our thoughts firſt climbe 

4 * on thefucceſsive iteps and ſtairs of Time, 

* And, What is Time? It is by PoetscalÞ4, 
And by moft Paiaters repreſented bald 2: 
But Poets and the Painters are £00 bold, 
For Time was never yetas Minweold:; 
Nor yet God Satarn-like doth it devour 
The iſſue which it breeds : For every hour 
Were then a Murdecer. But while we trains 
Andallcreateqmitures for 19 gain 
Time to their inch of Beiug; in the ſtrife 
They quite burn out the Tapey of their life. 
Bur what*s Eternity 2 Good Reader look, 

|; Not on my Verſes, but upon this Book 2 
Which IL do wiſh (and yer no harm) may be 
To all 2 relalting,Stationer,bat to thee, 


Richard Williams. 


————— 


Ook on the Glaſſe of mans Morzality, 

Behold the Wirrowr of Eternity. 
'This Book is both : Herein behold thy face : 
It waxethold : thy G/afſedoth run apace. 
{tis appointed all men once to dic: 
And after death ſucceeds Eternity. (hend 
This Life's no Life, which Time doth compre. 
But that's true life indeed, which knows no end 
This Bouk will teach thee ſo to {live and die, 
That thou maift &ve unto Ezernity. 


Thomas Gouge, 


_—— 


T His Buol»s a Natick chard: which kept in Eye 
Doth pernt at th* Haven of bleſt Erernuy. 
(0 bleſled Haven!) At which it thou wouldiſt 


Ian4i k 
Let not this chard depart out of thine hand, 
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, Conliderations 


\l upon 
| EFERSNITT TH. 
} | The firſt Conſideration, *- 


bat Eternity is, 


Imonies being asked by 
Hicro King of Sicrle, What 6 x, 
God was , delired one day os 
lp. to conlider upon it; And 
+" after one daypalt, having nor yet 
found it out, delired yer two daves 
| more to conſider further upon 1t : 
& Ani after two daies, he deſired 
' three; and to conclude,at length he 
had no anſwer to return unto the 
King but this, That the more he 
= thought uponit, the more ſtill he 
Z, miohr; For the further he buſted 
S himlelf in the ſearch thereof, the 
futther he was from finding it, The 
ES B thing 
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EMOJs 


2 The firſt Confederation 
think that we are here now to cone 
{ider upon, is Eternity: And the fart 
queſtion thar offers ir ſeit unco our 
conlideration, is, What Etcrzity is. 
Beetius ſaith , That ir is altogeth cr 
and at once the intire and perfect 
poileſtion of a life that never thall 
have an cnd. And ſet no man take 
it ill , if we ſay, that ir cannot be 
known,and that the more we fcarch 
into it, the more we loſe our ſelves 
in the ſearch of ir. For how can that 
be defined which hath no bounds 
or linvits ? If any man urge us fur- 
ther , and deſire us to ſhadow it out 
at leaſt by ſome, though cbſcure, 
deſcription : Our anſwer is, T hat ir 
may eaſier be done by declaring 
what it is not, rather then what ic 
is 3 ſo doth Plato concerning God, 
What God is (faith he) that I know 
H0t : what he is not , that T know. 
So Auguſtine Biſhop of Hippo in his 
fixty fourth Sermon upon the words 
of our Lord,deſcribeth that true be= 
atitude which is in Heaven , by re- 
moving from it the very thought of 


all evil. We may morc cafily find, 


ſairh he , 1#hat gs ngt there , then 
what 


| 


upon Etcrnitice ; 


JN. what is. In beau there a5 neither 
Fol. gricf nor ſorrow, nor penury, nor 
UL defect, now diſcaſe, nor death, nor 


js. s anyevil. So may we ſay concerning 
her , Eticriity. For whatſoever in ;this 


et life we either fre with our eyes, or 

all - let inby our other outward ſenſes, 

le this is not Ercrnall, For the things 2 Ca.4. ,/ 
be ilar are (cen. faith S, Paul, are tcm- *$ 
ich porall, but the things which arc not 

ves ſecn, are Eternall, Hence every man 

hat _. may lay, this my joy,theſe my plea. 

1ds ſurcs and delights, this treaſure, this 

ur- . honour, this ftxtely building , this 

out life of mine, all is Tranfetor; , no- 

re, thing Eternal}, A man can point at 

tir nothing which ſhall not periſh and 

ing have an end, Indeed rhe ignorant 

tir multitude uſe to ſpeak atter this 

od, manner, TI his {trucure is for Eter- 

wo . Nity, this monument is everlaſting. 

0, And the iwpatient man is wont to 

his complain that his pains are without 

rds , end, Buttheſe Etcrritics are very 

be= faort,and a man may calily in words 

re- comprehend them ; Say what thou 

tof can{t of rhe tre Etcrazty,thou muft 

nd, * needs come ;arre ſhort of itzSo ſaith  _ 

hen Auguſtine, Thou fayeſt of Eternity Om 

hat B 2 was 
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4 The firft Corfideration 


whatſoever thou wilt: But there» 
fore thou ſazeſk whatſocucr thou 
wilt, becauſe thou canſt not ſay all, 
ſay what thou wilt : But thercfore 
thou muſ} needs ſay ſomething, that 
ſtill thou mayeſt have ſomething 10 
think which thou canſt not ſay, 
Triſmegiſtus ſaith , That the ſoul is 
the Horizon of Time and Fternity : 


' For, in that it is immortall , it is 


partaker of Eternity ; and in that it 


is infuſed by God into the body, it | 


is partaker of timc. Bur before we 
proceed any further , for orders ſake 
jet us (ce what men of former times 
Romans,Greciaus, T gyptians,and o- 
thers have thought of :crnity, For 
they acknowledyed it for certain,and 
repreſented it divers wayes, 
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Ihat men of former times have 
thought of Ficrnity , and how 
they have repreſented it, 


FE Irit of all, they have repreſented 
Eicrnity by a Ring, or a {ircle, 
which hath neither beginning nor 
ending, 


Ve 
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p51 Eternity, 5 
ending, which 1s proper oneiy to 
Gods Eternity. Secing theretare 
that God is Eterial!, and his du- 
ration is properly called Eternity ; 
the Eaypiins uted to fhgnifie God 
by a Circle, And the Perſians 
thougat they honoured G94 moit, 
when going np to the top oft the 
higheſt rower , they called tim the 
Circle of heaven, And it was a Cu» 
{tome amonglt the Tucks' as Picrte 
us tcacheth ar large) ro cry our eve= 
ry morning trom an high tower, 
God alwaycs waz, and clmayes will 
be ; and then to ſalute their Mahoe 
ma, The Saracens allo uſed to call 
Goda Cirile, Me. curins iriſmegt- 


' ſtus, whom I named before,the moit 


memaraole amongit Philo{ophers, 
{wao wrote more books then any 
worcall man beiide, if we may be- 
ityve Scleucus and Menceeaus) (aid, 
that God was an intuilcciual ſphcre 
whoſe centre is every where, and 
Circumference no where : becaule 
Gods Majcity and immentity are 
terivinared 19 wheie, For this caute 
the Ancicnts buil unto their goas, 
Temples,for figure raund.50 Numa 

B Z Poms 
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6 The firſt Confederation 

Pompilius is ſaid to have confecra« 
ted ro Veſta a round Temple at 
Rome. So Auguſtus Ccfar in the 
name of eAgrippa dedicaicd to all 
the gods a round Temple, and called 
it Pantheon, Hereupon © jthageras, 
to thew Gods Eternity, teacheti his 
{cholars ro worthip bim , twrning 
their bodies round about. And there 
was 2 itatute made by Numa, (as 
Briſ.nius witneſſeth ) I hat they 
which were about tro worthip God, 
ſhould turn themfelvs round. Theres 
fore G64 is, according to the Anti- 
ents,a (/irclc,but a (ircle without a 
Peripherie or circumference , whoſe 
Centre is every where : becauſe God 
is the beginning and end cf all 
things. Whereupen Fob moſt jzlily 


©ry.s cut, Benuld,God is great, and 


we know him not , neither can the 
umber ef bis years be ſearched out. 

Avgain , they have repreſented 
Ltrriitty by a Sphere and a Globe, 
4 hercford Faujtina the Emptcile 
ad money ftaipt after this figure 
1nd ſupciicription 5 There was a 
Globe on which the Empreſle fate 
zretching tgrth one hand,ond bold- 
ing 
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ing inthe other a Sceptre with this 
ſcription, E "RNITIE, Hence 


it was that many of the Ancients 
though: the worts to bs Et:rna}l, 
becaule ir was Re.z1 : whom S. 
Bifil aniwers very "icy, Lc the 
world 5c 4 Carcle but the VeGiuiNe 
ef the Circle, 75 the Gene 'Ce 

In the third place thoy fave re. 
preſent ed Eternity vy a Sci} 2 by 
which is gnifted Eternal! reji, The 
Naſamoncs a certain people of 
Africa , for the moſt part did not 
onely breathe out their laſt , ficting 
UDan a [eat » but alſo gf ed ro ba 
buricd after thi: polition, as havin 
then attaines to ::rv;'p, an] 2 
Jong cefluricn fron all their Jos 
ours: As 1n mac? ; .QCLS ot cliis div 
Kings and Emnccr94c3 arc found (it- 
ting in VAUltS 654.37 carth tn ſilence 

and mourning :najcity, And it was 
ul uſual with th: Rimans to ſupport 
with ſuch like tte molten ſtatues of 
their decealey Emperours, as having 
then tne fruition of Eternhy. Some 
there are that thus rexon with 
themſelyes oftentimes, Behold ! L 
have bcen a long time held and op- 

B 4 preſſed 
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3 The firſt Conſideration 


prefied with cares and Jabours ; Bur 
row why do 1 not take ſome re- 
ſpite? why do I not make ſome 
pauſe ? why do I not reft from my 
Jlabours ? 1 have labcured long 
enough 2 Ict others labour as much 
as } have done z for my part 11 reſt 
now, and take mine caſe, So they 
{:t up their ſeats, and promiſe unto 
themſelves daycs of reft,But(alas!) 
they ate of nolong continuance ; 
They {ct up their ſeats and enibrace 
their caſe ; but neither in duc time 
nor pl:ce. Oh ! hew truly and de- 
voutiy coth that golden Bock of 
the Imitation of Chriſt give us a 
pull by the car, in theſe words ! 
D:/gife end 87&er ali things accer- 
d ng ro thueowa will, ani the luſt 
of this: eva 2%. and ,c! twin ſhalt 
Bower fad, but they faclt alwayes 
ſofter ua2 thing or other, either 
will ne:y 6r ty conſiraiut, and [0 
ou ſnilt alwayes Fan a criſſe. The 
whole life of Chiiſt wa: a Crofle, 
and Martyrdome 7: and doſt thou 
icck rett and pleaſure? Thercfore 
we muft ſt up our ſeat in heaven , 
and not here , for hereamonght 10 

many 
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upon Eternity. 5 
many troubles i: can never ſtand 
quier 3 and though all oth: things 
thould ſpareit, yer death at lengch: 
will overturn it. There is no true 
reſt to be hoped for, but that which 
is Eternall But 1t there be any 
reſt in this life, this ts it, Fora man 
to commit himſ{clf, and all that is 
his tothe will of Gol, to par his 
whole truſt and contidence tn him, 
and to account all other thin 55 
beſide, but vain, So we ace taagnt 
in Ecclefiaſticus z Truſt in God 114 
abide in thy plice. Withour this 
reit of the foul ali other tiiinfs are 
mere troubles, a mere ſca of t2m- 
peſtuous waves, and the v-ry pre- 
ſence of heli, Bur I rcturn to the 
Ancients. 

In the fourth place, they fi1yere - 
preſented Eternity by the Sue and 
the Moon, The Sume revive:h 
every day , although is ſeems every 
daytodie, andto be buried ; It 
alwa;es riſeth agun , aitnough 
every night ir ſetteth, The Moon 
alſo hath her increale after ever 
wane. Catullus hath pretty verſes 
to this purpoſe, 
| 'The 
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16 The firſt Conſideration 

The Sunne doth (it the Sunne doth 12 
a99m. 

The day doth eloſe ;þe day doth beak 
azam 

Once (et 0:7 Spnnc 5 a21in 42: 11th xe- 
wer . 

Oxce cloſe 0::r day of life, it's mi;ht for 
ever, 


In hell there is Etcrna!l night 
but withcut {]cep : "I here they {leep 
not, becauſe they ſlept here , where 
they ſhouid have watched : there 
they watch, becauſe here they flept 
in their ſinnes : indeed not long, 
but longer they wou.d if they 
could, yea Eternally. Bur it is farre 
otherwiſe with thoſe thar are in 
heaven : For a perpetuall light ſhall 
ine forth to the Saints, and Eter- 
nity of time : therc, is reſt ; there, 
is pleaſure after long labours and 
watchings. 

In the fifth place they have re» 
preſented Eternity by the Baſilish;. 
The Byfilich is the moit venomous 
of all creatures, and it alone of all 
ethers { as Hornz Niliacus ſaith} 
cannot be kijled by humane force ; 
yea, it is ſo virulent , that it killeth 
herbs with the very breath of it, 

Lo EE» nn 
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that it puts to fight all other crea- 
tures with the hiſling of ir,and that 
it makes all birds ſuddenly filent, 
upon the firſt preſence of it &114- 
11s reports, that in the deſart of 4- 
frica a certain beaſt fell down being, 
tired, and that the Scrpents came 
together, as it were toa feaſt, to de» 
Vour the carcaſe, and that thcy pre= 
ſently ran all away and hid them- 
ſelves in the ſand upon the h1ght of 
the Bifilih. Eternity, whether of 
joy or of rorment, cannot be {hots 
ned or diminithed, muc!: letlo taken 
away or avoyded, Neither is 1© 
ſtrange, if it affright a | that arcin 
their right wits, with the very 
thovght of it. Infinite arethe wirde 
ings of this Z4//sk 3 unmealurave, 
and untwinable are the Orby and 
Circyits of it, Oh Dragon to be 
trembled at! Let us divert a little to 
out ſelves. It comes to pale ſomes 
times when a man deicends into 
himſelf, and rip3 vp his conſcience 
by confe{lton , that he finds many 
Serpents nets, and whole broods 
of vipers, and chereupon much mar- 
vcucth in himſelf, ſaying , Wience 
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iz The {ft Conſideration 


is there ſo muck venime in my 
breatt 2 Whence are ſo many far 


Snakes, ſo mary grievous and dead- | 


ly finnes - Waence1s there ſo great 
an hoſt of Liſards? whence (o many 
filthy and ivittull cogitations? I am 
afraid my fel; at fuch a numcrous 
and peſtilent brood. But marvcll 
not ; we ſhall eatily ſhew thee the 
cauſe thercof, A moiit and a rude 
place is very apt to breed Serpents. 
Lo then, there is a double cauſe, 
"The moylture of the place, and the 
negligence of them that thould look 
ro it, Soitis in the ſoul of man :If 
we ſpend all our care upon cur bo- 
dy, handling it delicately, fecding 
x daintily, pamperuy it with tcaſts, 
and efteminating ic with pleaſures 2 
It muſt needs be confeſled that the 
foul the inhabitant thereof hath 
her dwelling in a mciſt place. Ada 
hither {lothfulcefie, and ncgic& of 
divine duties : Let no care be had at 
all of ſalvation 5 ſo the body be 
ſound, and it gocth well with ir, ler 
no regard be had what happens to 


' the ſoul : Let confefiion of iinncs 


be {cldome made unto God, an 
Waen 


- tr, Sw. 
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tpn Etein'ty 15 
{hen it is, but in a negligent man- 
ner : what marvel then, if a mul- 
tirude 0+ Serpents, and poyſonous 
vermine breed there ? Bur (O good 
Chriſtian brother ) Let the B{ilish 
entcr into thy breaſt, that is, the 
cogttation of Eternity, and thou 
ihalt preſemily perceive that thele 
venemous beaſts thall ſoon vanith 
away, Thou conſeſſeſt that thy 
heart dothabound with theſe ſnakes; 
J: is a ſign therefore thu ſeldome 
rhinkeſt upon Ererzity. Amend 
therefore, and now at length begin 
to think upon this with thy fel, 
That wich dil ght'th is but Moe 
Kcntany, out that which tur ment= 
eth is Eternal!, 

In the 6ixth place, they have re- 
preſented Ecernity ater this man- 
ner, T here is a va!! den, fuil of hore 
rou:: round about which a Serpent 
winds itſelf, and in the winding 
bies it (elf by the tail, Ar thc right 
1:11 of the dcn ſtands a young 7/341 
cf beautifull and pleaſant counte- 
- 11, holding in his 1ight hand 
a by and ta 670w: y and 1:2 his 
It band an Harp ; La the very en- 

trance 
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i4 Thc firſt Confudcrats'; 
t:ance of the den fits an Old man 
oppoſite, and having his eyes very 
intent upon his Table. Leer,iaccorde 
ing as thc celeſtiall globe by i its Mo- 
tion » or the young man ſtanding 
by, dictates unto him, fo he writes, 
Ar the cit hand of the den fits a 
grave matrone,gray-headed, and ba- 
ving her cyes alwaycs bultcd, At the 
mouth of the den there are four 
ſtairs, each higher then other : [I he 
firlt is of Tron, the ſecond of Braſſe, 
the third of Silucr,and the fourth of 
Gold. On thele are little children 
running up and down and playing, 
and never fear the danger of fals 
ling. This is the Pifure + The 
meaning is this ; the Dcr: ſignifies 
the in -omrehenkibiliry of Eter::i- 
zy © : The Serpcnt that rwines it ſet 
2bourt it, Timc: Lhe young man, 
God ; in whoſe hand 1s HKeaver, 
Ezrth, and Hel!. On Zarth ad in 
Hcllare the eArrows of the Lord 
fa{tencd;but in Heaven there 15 no- 
thing but Foy and the tounding of 
tne Hayp, The O14 man is Fatc, © 
rather, that which God hath le. 
creea from all Etertity ; The Ma- 
NY tron, 


En do 0 ons 2 — 56 
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trote, Nature, The Stairs, diſtin& 
7 imes and Ages ; The Children 
running up and down the fiairs, do 
lignifie things createi , eſpecially 


AMan,who is ſporting in matcers of ' 


Salvation, and playing and jciting 
in the very entrance of Ercrnii;, 
Alack ! Alack ! O morcall men, 
we have played too long amidtlt 
theſe dangers: we are very near unto 
Eternity, cven 1n the yery entrance 
of ir, whileſt we live : Let but death 
lightly touch us, and we are preſent - 
ly ſwallowed up of Eternity. Dearth 
necd not uſe any great power, or 
feht long again{t us : we are 
thrown down headlong in a mo« 
ment, and tumble down theſe ftairs 
into the Ocean of Ercr:itity, Bethink 
your ſclves well, you that play upon 
theſe ftairs and think upon any 
thing rather then upon Etcrnity ; 
It may be 10 day or to morrow you 
may be tranſjaied ſrom Time to 
Etruiy. 
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The firſt Conſideratic: ' 


CHAP. IL, 


The ſecret ſence and meaning of 
Scripture is unfolded. 


Fter the Chapter of the Type 
A and Pidture oft Eterniy, the 
holy Scripture ot divine truth thall 
not unfitly follow, When Nebu- 
chadne3 ar , King of Babylon had 
Caſt the rhree Hebrew child: en into 
the fiery fornace for rctufing to 
cbey his impious command , the 
flameis ſaid to have aſcended nine 
and forty cubits above the fo:nace, 
A ſtrange thing : but not without 2 
Myſtery What: Did any man accu- 
rately Ro the heighth thereof ? 
Dia any man aſcend and apply 
unto ic a ruie, to take the juit mea» 
ſure of 1? was it jult nine and four- 
ty cubits, neither more nor .2cite ? 
Why not fifty ? For we uſe to nums 
ber thus: Twenty thirty,forty fifty, 
though the number be ſomewhat 
more or lefſe, ere 1n this place 


thi:e wants but one uf fifcy, Surely 


theieic a aq in it, and ſome 
ſecret tneaning, The number of fe 
ty was wont to Gene the year of 
Fubllcc. 
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Fubilee. But the flames inthe fiery 
fornace ot hell, although cl:cy rage 
both again{t body and foul, 2nd 1n- 
hnicely exceed all the torments of 
this life, ye: they ihall never extend 
ſo farre as the year. of grace and 
Fab1lee. In hell there is no year of 
F.bilee, no pardon, no end of tor- 
ments. Nyw, #-wis the tins of 
F131ee, not every hundred or fifty 
years, but every hour , and every 
moment. Nyw one part cf an hour 
may obtain pardon here, wh ch all 
Etermiy cannot hereafter, Nv 1s 
the time, that in one little 2nd (hots 
day we may have more Gebts for- 
oiven us, then in the fire of hell in 
ali years and :imes to come herg- 
alrer, 

Let us adce hither anccher exe: 
plication of diviae Scttoture: When 
the people of God did pate over 
F:rd.m, the wate's which came 765 
uwn toward the ſea of the plain 
(which is now called the dead ſea ) 


| failed, untill there was none [cfr, 


And in F ecliſpallicus, It 15 aid , tus 
1hereis that bryeth much fur a (its 20.12, 


tle. Thele two teftimenics of Scri- 


ptuie 
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true Galfrid joyneth together, and 
—_ diſcourſeth thus: If E tcr- 
jail bi: rerne{le be due unto thee, 


ond thou mailt eſcape 1: by taiting 


of Tcmporall , certainly thou bait 
redeemed much for a little. I con- 
f:fec,itis a ſea indeed in which thou 
faileit, but yet a dead fea : And 
how much att thou bound 29 give 
thanks unto God, who, whitreas 
thou haſt deſerved to 0s hors 
med in the ſalt, roaring , and unnas« 
vigable (ea, hath of his great mercy 
towards thee ſuffered thee rather to 
ſail in the dead ſca . ( O blefled 
change. !) that od, by the Gead fea 


J 


thou mi velt paſl Lis 071 þ ?.4+ » 14774 ty 


the living / x bis Witt Compares 
all the aducrfit 70s of ttats iife to rhe 
dead ſes , ana Etcraz!l punith- 
mcnis toric fu, ms 121147 1gavle 
. No ma IINCAN C ape bot ls Fiz 
mui needs fail in th2 on?, or in tif 
other, VWhar 4 chow, O man 7 
( ci Ss On SY. Corr! tome ) Art 
thou abour to alcen; : up to heaven, 
and doeſt thou a:k me whether 
there be any difhcul:ics by the way? 
Whatſoever we do, this dead ſea we 
muſt 


i. 
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tmuſt paſle over : we may,if wa will, 
2:rive at the haven of Tranquil [t- 
ty, and Eternall 3 TC gchar; 
word of God m9 high, is the foun- 3: 
zain of wiſdenc , art. ber w ”; £5 476 
everlaſting commandmnte. i hrough 

this dead (ea there 1s no rag vv vay 
into the region ct the living, bur 

the way of G1n9ds conmmancinents, 

We have a moli Clexr place of Scrie 
pture for it : Tf 179: 19; EE EItCY ENEO Math, 


life, keep the commandmcyrs, This 1997+ 
is the onely way tro Ererni: Bos 2 
man ſhall ask a Diviae of &:r time 
this queſtion , haz ts Eto "BIY? cort 


. His anſwer will be, It 1s Circle *Lapts 


running back into It Gif , , Vine 


Centres Fol: 54. "4, i pa 24 C:roumfe- 


rence No where tht ts, vo! '\'ch never 
ſhall have end. 137% at 7s Ertcrnity ? 


Tr is an Orb eve'y Way round, and 


like it (elf, fn w! tich there is neither 
beginning nor end. What is Eictre 
nity 4 It is a wheel, 


A whe-l that reins, a wheel that tinned reolmh 
EU'Y 3 Q& usl- 
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A wh:el that ern, omd will lexue turn py. vg 
77 Rewer, ; libilts 
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Iihat is Eternity ? Ir is a year 
Cons 
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continually wheeling about, which 


returns again to the ſame point,. 


from whence it began, and ſtiu 
wheels about again. Hhat is Etcr= 
nity ? Itis an cver-rumning foun- 
tain, Whither the waters after many 


turnings flow back again, that they 


may alwaycs flow, 1#at is E:crnie 
ty ? It 1s an cucr living ſpring, 
from whence waters continually 
flow. cither the moſt {ſweet waters 
of Bcriieditiion and blefling, or the 
moſt bitter waters of Malcdiftion 
and curſing, What is Etcruitz? It is 
a Labjrinth which hath {nnumce 
rable turnings and windiags, which 
alwaycs tzads them round that en- 
ter in, catrying them from turning 
to turning and ſo loſing them. 77has 
is Etcrnity ? Itis a tit without bct- 
tome, whoſe turnings and revoluti- 
ons arc endlctle. What is Etcriity ? 
Tt is a Sp1irall Line, but without bee 
einning ; which hath circles and 
windings cone within another, bu: 
without ending. What is Etcriiits * 
Ir is a Snake bowed back uno it 
ſelf orbicularly, bolding the tail in 
the mouth, whicli in its end doth 
azain 
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An begin , and never ceaſeth to 
begin, What % Etcrnity ? It is 3 


duration alwayes preſent , it 1s one 


perpetuall day , Which is not divie 
ded into that which is paſt , and 
that which is ta tome. 7 hat %s 
Eternity? {tis an agcof ages, as 
Dionyfius ſaith, never expiring, but 
alwayes like it ſelf, without change- 
ing. What % Etcrnity ? It isa be- 
ginning w thout beginning, middle, 
or end, Itis a beginning continu= 
ing, never ending , alwayes begin» 
ning : In which the bleſled alwayes 


| begin a bleſſed life, and alwayes a» 


bound with new pleaſures : In 
which the damned alwayes die, and 
after all death and ſtruggling with 
death, alwayes begin again ro die, 
and ſtruggle with death, As long 
as God ſhill be God, ſo long ſhall 
the bleſſed be blefled, ſo long ſhall 
they reign and triumph : ſo long 
ſhall the damned alfo fry in he!l, 
and yelling cry, We are tormcntcd 
inthk flame, bcing ſtill to be cor- 
mented and tortured for ever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 11, 


Why the place of Eternit; is 
called a man{ion, 

OuN, Patriarch of Alcxandrilg 
; > very devour and god:y man,was 
often wont to goto vilit the lick, & 
cock wich bim for his companion 
Tro:lis a Biinod, which had moxe 
care of kis moncy, then of the ſick, 
The Puiriarch whiſpered him in 
th: car and ſaid, | pray thee, bro- 


ther. let us heip the friends of | 


Chriiit : whercupon Troilus like a 
crafty companion concealing the 
diſeaſe of his mind,to wit, his covete 
ouincfie,bad his ſervants give to the 
poor, all the money which at that 
time he had about him to buy other 
things withall, Not long after, it 
happened that he fell into a Fever 
which his covetouſnefle had cauſed : 
whereof the Patriarch of Alcxait- 
driz hearing . and eafily guefling at 
thecaule of his diſeaſe, went to viſit 
him, and carried with him as much 
4ilver , as he had not long before 
given to the ſick ; and after a lie 
conference had with him, be ſaid 

thus, 
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thus, TI did but jeſt with thee the 
other day, when I withed thee to 
bettow ſomething to the relicf of 
thefick ; and it was becauſe my (er- 
vant had no money about him.Bur 
behold here in good earnclt , I re. 
ſtore unto thee the money which 
thou 1idft out for my ſake, and L 
thank thee for it, When Treilus aw 
the moncy told , his fever began ro 
cave bim , and his heat to abate, 
and in ever part he {ound himiclt 
much better : whereupon finding 
himſelt gither !treng:h, he roſe up 
to dinner, and {@.t cown ar table. 
Abont noon. tide when dinner was 
ended, and the 3; :ble remuved, he 
went to fleep, an.! lweetly took his 
caſe, and drerned that he ſaw 4 
very ſtately editice,and on the fron 
tiſpiece thereof over the gate, this 
inſcription, Manfio # ter7a 09 Roe 
quics Troili Epiſcopi : In Engit.1 
thus, The Eternall Manſion and 
Reſting- place of Biſhop Troilus, te 
was very much delighted with this 
dream. But not long after he had 
another viſion that troubled him. 
For there came one with a com- 


pany 
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pany of wotkinen, and gave them a 
tri& charge, ſaying, Lake away 
that Inſcriprion, and put this in the 
place thereof , 272ſ/0 eAlerna & 
Requies Foanns Archieptfcop: Alte 
#andiicr, empta librii trig 'n' 4 as 
genti:1n Engliſh thus, The © 1e-2all 
Manor and refiing-pace of Fohn 
Atchbilhip of 4lexandria,wh:ch he 
bough! for thirty pounds. With this 
viſion he was very much aftrighted: 
but he made a very good ule of it, 
For preſently of an hard and cove- 
tous man, he became [iberall and 
charitable, eſpecially to ſuch as were 
in need. So much did the very dream 
of an Ereruall Manſon prevail 
with him. 

But oh ye rather bleſſed Manſt- 
ons, and therefore bleficd , becaule 
Ejernall! Oh: how cxceedingly 
' doth- Chriſt defire that we ſhould 
ioath and forſake theſe our taber- 
nacles; and ruinous houſes, and 
with earneſt deſire make haſte 
unto thoſe Eternal! Manſions ! In 
my Fathers houſe, ſaith he,are yaas-y 
Manfians. No wan is kept back 
trom thence but by himſelt. The 

place 


upon Eternity. 25 
: place exclude®ho man : for it is 
4 excceding large. Iimeſhuts out no 
man : for there is a Manſion, and 
that Manſron is Eternall. 


on —Y " _—.—————— 


| A Prayer. 


Eternall and mercifull God , 

O Eternall Truth, O r-«e 
Love, O beloved Eternity Socuie 
our blindaeſſe, that by theſe preſent 
and (ht (orrows w2 may bebrought 
10 know, and toeſcape the future , 
hyrrible, and Eternall puniſhments. 
Direct us anditeach ns {0 to roſſeſſe 
things periſhing and Temporall , 
that firally we loſe not the things 
which are Eternall. Teach us ſo to 
lament for our jins Committed, that 
we may eſcape Eternall pun'ſh- 
ments. Teach us ſoto behave our 
ſe'ves in the houſe of our pilgri- 
mage, that webe not ſhut out ef the 
+ Eternall Manſions. Teach us ſo to 
'4 make oar progrefſe in the way, that 
Rat leneth we may be received nts 
Fr Countrey. 
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upon 


SINE TS a 


——_ 


In what things Naturc repre- 
ſenteth Eternity. 


| HE Idolaters themſelves 
| therefore have acknowledged 


an Eternity , ſuch as it was, 
and have deſcribed it alſoby cer- 
tain ſigns : For God hath manife- 


ited it unto them , ſo that they are , _ 
without excuſe. How much dearer zc. 


therefore, and in what great eſteem 
ought the conſideration thereof co 


| be amongit all Chriſtians , to 


whom Eternity is better repre- 
ſented, and in a more lively man- 
ner ! Therefore thou art inexcuſa- 


that being often put in mind of 
Eternity , doſt as often let it ſlip 
2 CUT 


Rem, 2+ 
ble, O man, whoſocver thou art, «. 
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out of thy memory. Thou haſt often 
in thy light and before thine cyes, 
Rings and Circlcs , Spheres and 
Globes, Sunne and Moon : If thou 
lookelt upon any of theſe, they will 
put thee in mind of Eterrity. Nas 
ture her ſelf, like a good mother 
hath expoſed them to publick view, 
that when we ſce them, or hear of 
them, we might be invited to medi- 
tate upon Eternity. 

Solinus reports that there is a 
ſtone in Arcadia called Asbeſtcs, 
which bcing once fer on fire doth 
continually burn : wherefore in 
times paſt they were wont in » 
Temples and Sepulchres to make 
Lib. 21. ]Jamps of it : of which S. Auguſtine 
Ps, maketh mention. I adde, that Pliny, 

Volaterranus , Dioſcorides , and 
many others te]l ſtrange wonders of 
a- Certain kind of Line, or Flax, 
which is called by divers names : 
for ſome call it Linum Aibefttnum, 
others Garyſtium, others i/ndicum, 
and others Linum vivum. 

This is not only not conſumed by * 
fire,but alſo is purged and cleanſed : 
wherefore the dead bodies of Kings ,.” 

here- ; % 


e& | 
| 
7 
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29 
heretofore, when they were to be 
put into the fareand to be burned, 
uled to be wrapped about with a 
linnen-cloth made thereof, to keep 
their athes from confuſion , and to 


diitinguith them from others. Of 
ſuch Flax Nero had a Towel,which 
he elteemed of more price then 
cold and precious ftones. Behold ! 
Nature her («If like a Miſtreſſe and 
Guide Icadeth thee by the hand, 
and pointeth thee toa thing which 
the fire hath no power to conſume. 
So ſhall ail the damned burn , but 
never {hail burn out 2 They fhall 
alwayes burn, but never be conſu- 
med : They ſhall ſeek for death in 
the flames, bur ſhall nor find it. 
Therefore juitly doth one cry our, 
Oh wo Etecrnall, that never ſhall 
bave end ! Oh end without cnd ! 
Oh death more gricuous then all 
death, 4lwayes to dic and never to 
b: quite dead ! So faith divine Tſai- 
av, Their fire ſhall never be quench 
ed. And the Angel in the Revelati- 
on, They ſhail dcfire 10 dic: and 
dea'h ſhall flee from them. 

T hat the Salamander for a little 
C 3 time 
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time can indure,and live in the fire, 
befide Ariſtotle, Pliny,Galen,@E li- 
an, Dioſcorides, S. Auguftine allo 
himſelf bclieved, This creature is 
very cold, and is generated of ſhows 
ers: The ſunne and drought are 
death to it : Therefore , according 
ro Pliny, it indures in the flame 
like ice, Ofike skin thereof , lights 
are made for perpetuall burning 
lamps, God, who made the $412- 
9:4 1dey of Earth and Clay, hath of 
his goodnefſe formed Man, though 
of the ſame matter , yet of a more 
excellent and noble nature. He 


Pal. 8. hath made him a little lower then 


theeAngcls. He hath aligned unto 
him after this life the fellowſhip of 
the ſame Kingdome with the An- 
gels. But man being in honour had 
no underſtanding. and was compared 
unto the beafts that periſh. By bis 
own malice he made himſclf ſuch a 
Salamandcr, that mult alwayes live, 
oralwayes die in Etcruall flames. 
In thoſe fiery priſons of Hell a!! 
things are FEtcrnall z but theſe fix 
things eſpecially. 


CHAP. 


"akk_-—_Qw tym  _- 
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upon Eternity. 3k 
F CHAP. I. 


What things are Eternall 
in Hell. 


and dyeth not. No man can 
make an end of himſelf,or another, 


\ | THe damned himſelf is Eternall, x; 


: fad it, Yea the very delire of death, 
inaſmuch as their delire cannot be 
7 AFfarisfied, ſhall greatly increaſe their 
5 torment. 

The priſon it ſelf is Eternall: It , 
4 can never fall ro ruine, it can never 
* bebroken down, it can never be 
Fe digged through. It is barred up 
? with Rocks and mountains: The 
Locks and Barrs are fo firm and 
itrong, that none can get out. If 
any of the damned ſhould by Gods 
permilſion before the day of judge- 
'2 ment come out from thence, .yet 
» MRiil he ſhould carry an Hell abour 
him, and never be free from tore 
ment. 
OA] The frethere is Eternall. Chriſt 3. 
+ himſelf in Matthew ſaith as much Marth. 
expreſly ; Depart ſrom me ye cur- + 
ſed into everlaſting fire, or fire 
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They ſhall 'eek death , and ſhall not _ 
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Eternall,Doſt thou hear this word; 
Eternall ? T he anger of the Lord 
doth kindle this fire, and it ſhall 
never be put out. To this bearcth 
Iſaiah witnefle, ſaying, The breath 
of the Lord like a ſtream of brim- 
{lone doth kindle it , it ſhall burn 
night and day,and ſhall not be quen- 
ched.the ſmoke thereof ſhyull iſtend 
up for ever andever, Eternall pu- 
mſhment and Eternall life are Ke 
lates.as SeAugulizne ſpeaketh 5 and 
Relates are of like continuance : To 
ſay therefore, That Efermall life ſhal 
be without end. and Eterna'l pu- 
n:ſhn.ent ſhall have an end, is very 
abſurd. Who therefore will deterre 
his convetfion! 

As the things mentioned before 
are Fieraall, fois the Worm, and 
conſcience tormented with deep de- 
ſpair for the life paſt. Their worm 
ſhall not dye : So prophelicth 
Iſa:ah, The Poets of old tranſlated 


' this out of Holy Writ into thcir 


fables : For whar is that Tityus of 
whom Virgi feignerh, That a fly- 
ing Y.lture every day gnaws and 
tears his L:ver, Which is every 
night 
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upon Eternity. 33 
night again repaired and made up, 
that every day the Vulture may have 
more prey to gnaw upon ? What 
is the Vulture , but the I/orm we 
ſpeak of ? and what is che Liver, 
but the Confcicxce alwayes gnawn 
and tormented ? 

To this Eternity of H<ll be- 
longeth allo the 12 Semtence, and. 
the l/ajÞ Decree pronounced by 
Chrilt the Judge ; A decrce/alas! ) 
Irevocible, immutable, Eternall, 
Thereis no Appealing from it 3 If ' 
the ſentence be once pronounced 
by the mouth of this Judge, ic 
{tands irrevocable for all Eternity. 
In Hell there is no redemption, 
not any,no not any ; but Fternall 
deſperation. | he bloud of Chilt 
when it was newiy poured out on 
the mount of Go!gotha, though of 
infinite efficacy for fatisfaQion, 
yet reached not unto the damneds 
Tf the yoke of the Lord (ith Saint 
Bernard) be 2 yoke of Repentance, pq, 
you think that in it ſelf it is not 
ſweet : But this you muſt know, 
That it # moſt ſweet , if it be com+» 
pared with that fire of which it is 
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ſaid, Depart frem me ye curſed into 
everlafling fire. 

The Puniſhment or Pain of loſſe 
allo, as they call it, is Eternall, 
being the privation of the Gght of 
God for ever , which togerher with 
all the other torments. of the dam- 
ncd, ſhall never have end : bccauſe 
there can be no place for ſatisfaRi- 
on. For although theſe torments 
ſhall continue infinite millions of 
years , yet there ſhall not one day, 
no nor one hour, no nor ſo much 
aS 2 moment of reſt and reſpite be 
granted. There ſhall be viciſlicude 
and variety of torments, but to 
their greater pain and grief, Chriit 
often foretold it by Matthew in 
plain words, The children of the 
kingdome ſhall be caft out into utter 
darkncſſe 3 there ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth : weeping, 
for heat ; and gnafhing of 1ecth, 
for cold. How then can wan be ſo 
forgerfull of himſelf and God ? 
How can he fo degenerate into a 
beaſt ? Yea rather, how can he be- 
come like a rock, or aſtone, ſo 
ſenſcleſle , as, when he ſhall think 
| DS upon 
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upon the unſufferable and unuttee 
rable tormengs of Hell, which ne- 
ver ſhall have end, then nor to 
fear, and tremble, and ſay with 
himlelt thus? I am for certain in 
the way to Erernity , and I know 
not how ſoon I may come to my 
journies end : I ft onthe ſtairs of 
Eternity, and every little thruſt is 
ready to plunge me into the bot- 
tomleſſe pir, But if it ſeem ſo grie» 
vous and intolerable for a man to 
lye, though bur for one night, on a 
ſoft feather-bed , and never fleep 
or cloſe his eyes, but to figh and 
groan for pain in his head, or any 
ot her member , for the tooth-ach 
or for the ſtone : If the night ſeems 
long, and the day a great way off , 
and the ſunne to ſlack his coming : 
And yet,as | ſaid , he lyes upon 2 
good feather»bed, and if he will 
have but a little patience , he may 
hope to find caſe inthe day , and. 
help from the Phyſician : Alac” } 
Alack ! How intolerable ſhall ir be, 
to lye night and day in the fire, for 
a thouſand and a thouſand and 
again, I ſay, a thouſand years! 
| How 
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How intolerable ſhall ic be, thete 
to watch, to hunger,.to thirſt, to 
burn, to be tormented extreamly in 
every part, and not to hope tor any 
reſt, or ſo much as a drop of cold 
water 5 but to be alwayes in de- 
ſpair, and ſo to fry and to be tortu- 
red for inknite millions of ages, 
and to be io farre from finding any 
end, as never to be able to hope 
for any end ! There, ſaith Thomas, 
one hours puniſhment ſhall be 
more grievous, then an hundred 
years here in the moſt bitter pu- 
niſhment that can be, There is no 
reſt, no conſolation to the damned, 
O Loid, reouke me not in thine an- 
ger, neither chaften me in thy hot 
di{leaſure. Remember not the ſins 
of my youth, nor my tranſereſſicns. 
Unlefle thou wilt have mercy, O 
God, I mult needs perith, 


CHAP. 


upon Flernity. 37 
CHAP. II, 
Ilhy Hell is Eternall. 


> nk atiſeth a queſtion which is 
worthy to be known of all 
men, How it can be. that God, who 
is good and mercitull , and whoſe 
mercy is over all his woiks , thould 
notwithitanding puniſh even one 
morrall finne, committed, ir may 
be, ina moment, and in though 
onely 3 how he (hould puniſh ſuch a 
f1nne, | (ay, for all Fe.raity, and 
ſo puniſh ir, that it (hall deſerve ſtill 
alwayes to be punithed, and though 
millions of years be pafled, yet ir 
thall never be ſaid, This tinne hath 
been ſufficiently panithed , ir is e- 
nough, he hath made fatisfaQion 
for the wicked thought by which he 
hath offended God 

What then ? hath God for one 
ſinne, and that in thought onely, 
decreed the puniſhment of everlaſt- 
ing fire? What equality t5 there 


inthis, For a momentazy linne, to Pre: 
appoint an Frerna!l puniſhment ? 106 1, 


Why doth blefſed David cry out ? 
Ob give thanks unto the Lord, ſor 
(1 


107 I, 
118, Is 


136.1, 


Sent a 
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he is good, and his mercy endureth 
for ever, And why doth he repeat it 
ewenty ſeven times , if God be (o 
ſevere? To this S. eAuguftine,G re- 
£0'y, Thomas Aquinas, and others 
anſwer, That in every mortall ſinne 
the offence of its own nature is in- 
finite, becauſe it is an injury againſt 
the infinite Majeſty of God, again, 
He that dyeth guilty of a mortall 
ſinne without repentance , doth as 
much as if he ſhould fin Eternatily: 
For if he wight live Erernally, he 
would ſinne E!ernally ; He hath 
not loſt a will to finne, bur life in 


which to (inne, ſtill being ready to . 


ſinne, if he might live ſtill : So be 
doth not ceaſe to finne, bur doth 
ceale to live Further it is to be con - 
ſidered, That a damned perſon can 
never make ſatisfa&ion, though he 
ſhould pay never ſo much : For 
being an enemy, and not in favour 
with God, his payment is not 
worthy acceptation ; ſeeing that be 
himſelf is not accepted with him : 
Neither indeed, to (peak truly, can 
be be (aid to pay any thing: becauſe 
be doth nothing, but ſufters onely 
| — - ga 
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punitſhmencs . and that againſt his 
will. We will make the matcer yer 
more plaia by a familiar example. 
Suppole a man ſhould borrow cf 
his neighbour a thouſand crowns, 
and for the uſe thereof make over 
the reat of his houſe unto him for 
ever : It may be in twenty years he 
may thus repay the ſumme of mo« 
ney borrowed : but what then ? Is 
he fully diſcharged of all the debt ? 
Doth there remain nothing to be 
paid ? The principall remains till 
as due to be paid, as if there had 
been no:hing ar all paid. For this 


- 13 the nature of ſuch lones , that 


although the yearly uſe be paid, 
ſill the principalls- remain intire, 
and due to be paid. So it is with the 
damned ; For althou_h they ſhould 
pay never ſo much , yet they can 
never get out of debt, "They are 


debters till, and ever ſhall be. The yp.,,.zx 


ftrong ſhall be as tow , and the ma- 
her of it 45 @ ſpark , and they ſhall 
both burn tegether , and none ſhall 


quench them. Suctonius reports of 5 


Tiberius Ceſar , that being petiti- 
oned unto by a certain offender to 
baſten 
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baſten his punithmentzand co grant 
him a ſpecdy diſpatch, he made him 
this an{wer, Nondum tccnm 1m grd- 
tizam redit, Stay Sir , Touand 1 arc 
#01 yet friends. Chrilt is a mc 
juit Judge, no Tyrant,no 7 zberius: 
And ye:, it one of the damned at- 
ter a thouſand years burning in 
Hell, thould beg and intreat tor * 
a (pecdy death, he would. an{wer 
after the ſame manner, Nondum | 
| 
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tecum in gratiam rediti, Stay, Tou 
and 1 are not yet friends, 1t after 
a thouſand years more, he ſhould 
ask the ſame thing, he ihould re- |, 
ccive the ſame anſwer, Nondum 
tecum 111 gratiam redii , Stay, Tou 
and I arc not yet friends, 1t after 
an hundred thouſand years yet 
more , yea millions of years, he 
ſhould ask again, again he thould 
receive the ſame an{wer, Nondum 
tecum in gratiam redii , Stay, Tou 
and I arc not yet friends. 'T he time 
was, 1 oftcred to be thy fricnd 
but thou wouldeit not : yea,thy fa- 
ther 3 but thou wouldſt not, I of- 
fered thee my grace a thouſand and 
a thouſand tunes 3 but thou n__ 
edt - 
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edſt ir. This I knew right well , 
and I held my peace, and further 
expected fourty, fifty, ſixty years , 

to (ce if thou wouldelt change thy 
mind, and courſe of life : But there 
followed no ſerious or true repen- 
tance. Thou haſt [et at nnught all 

my counſel!, and wouldeſt none of ,,,_ 
”y reproof : Thoa hail bated infliru- 25. 
(:104,and bait casl my words behind wh 
thee Eat therefore the fruit of 
thine own wayes, and be filled 
wich thine own counſcls, I wilt , _ 
twgh at thy deitruQion for ever : «.26; 
neither ſhall my juſtice after infi- 

nite ages give thee any anſwer but 
this No:.dum tecum 1#g/4 14” (C- 

ai. Stay , You and I are not yet 
frterds., O God which art in hea- 
ven!O finwhichthrowett men head- 
long into hell the hell of rorments 

and into the bottomleſle pit of FE: er- 

2.l pain! But «:ghteaus ar thou, O Pſal, 
I od," upright are thy ſuderents. n9- 
Juit and righc ic is , chat he which 37” 
would not by repentance accept of 
mercy when it was offcied , thould 

by puniſhment be tormented , and 
have juſtice without mercy for ever. 

CHAP, 


A a aeatte Athens Aw <ormm : 
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CHAP, 1. : 


Other motives to the conſideration 
of Eternity drawn from Nat ure, 


Ur I return to the ſchool of N- 

ture to conſider further upon 
Eternity. There are found byt 
Baths in cettain Mountains and 
Rocks, whoſe waters in running 
make ſuch anoiſe and murmuring, 
thar the difeaſed perſons that reſort 
thither for cure, if at their entranee 
into the Bath they do but imagine 
they hear mulicall inſtruments 
and an Harmonious conſort , they 
have their cars ſo dulled with the 
continuall noiſe thereof , that the 
Mulick which at firſt was fweet une 
to them, becomes at length;by their 
imagination working upon It , very 
loathſome , and a torment unto 
them - Bur if they imagine they 
hear a drum, or any other loud 
ſounding inſtrument, they at leng;h 
grow almoſt mad with the noiſe 
thereof daily moleſting and trou- 
bling them. 'From hence alſo we 
are led, as it were by the hand , to Þ 
the conſideration of F!erpiry, The & , 
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weeping and wailing , yelling and 
crying which is heard at the fit 
entrance of Hells mouth under 
thoſe infernall mountains ſhall 
never ceaſe, buc ſhall rorment the 
damned without end , and be no 
whit mitigated by time and long 
ſufferance. But on the contrary, the 
bleſſed in Heaven ſhall without 
wearineſſe hear the Thrice Holy 
ſung, Holy, Holy, Holy 3 yea, and the 
more they hear it , the more they 
ſhall be delighted with the ſound 
thereof, Chriit in bis conference 
with the woman of Samarit makes 
ofter, mention of Eternity , and 


Pd 


life everlaltiag, Whoſocver drinketh Jebn 4+ 
of the water that 1 ſhall give him, 


ſhall never thirſt : but the water 
that T ſrall give him, ſhall be in 
him a well of water , ſpringing up 
urito everlaſting life. 1 would we 
did thirſt with the woman of $4» 
mariaafter thoſe waters, and ear- 
neitly pray for them ! O Lord. give 


Give me, O Chriſt, though but 
arop of this water , tharis, ſome 
thirſt and deſire afcer Eternall life. 

In 


p ; John 4* 
me of this water, that I thirſt not. 15. 
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In the year after the Nativity of 
our Lord , fourſcore and one (as * 
Suctonizs, Dion , and Plinius Se- j 
cundus tell at large) vn the firft * 
day of Novembcr. about [cyen of { 
the clock, at the mountain YVeſu- | 
vius in (Campania there was an 
horrible eruption of fire, before | 
which there went an unuſual! 
drought, and grievous earthquakes. | 
T here was allo heard noiſe under y 
earth,as if it had been thunder, T he 
ſea roared and made a noiſe ; the 
heaven thundred as if mountains 
had in conflit met together ; great 
ſtones were ſeen to fall.; the air 
was filled with ſmoke and fire mix: 
together 3 the Sunne did hide his 
head. Whereupon it was thought 
by many that che world was almoit 
at an end , and that the laſt day * 
was come wherein all thould be Þ 
conſumed with fire ; For thee was 14 
ſuch abundance of athes ſcattered 
up and down over land and fea, 
and in theair, that there was much 
hurc done among(t men and cat- 
tle, and in the fields, that fith and 
fowl were deliroyed , that two ci- 
tics, 
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tics, thename of the one was Her- 
culinum , and the name of the 
other Pompe1t, were utterly ruigcd. 
Theſe and ſuch other Caverns in 
the earth, with Prccipices and fiery 
mountains alwayes flamiag, but ne- 
ver going out, are lively exainples 
given us by God, to put us in mind 
of the fire of hell, in which rhe 
bodies of the curſed ſhall be al- 
wayes burning, but never be burnt 
out, Concecning this you may 
reade Tertullias, Minutius, and 

actan. See, O man, how provi- 
dently even Nature her ſelf doth 
go before thee , and as it were leade 
thee by the hand to the contempla- 
tion of Eternity, 

To conclude, This Time of ours 
catrieth with it ſome fign and print 
of Eternity. Nature fain would 
have us learn the thing ſignified 
by the ſign, and take a ſcant.ing 
of Eternity by the lirtile module 
and meaſure of time, It is the 
ſaying of Saint Auguſtine, Thk 


Tettwl. 
Apol, 
cap. 48. 
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In Sent. 


# the difference between things {*#--7© 


Temporall and Eternall: We love 
things Temporal more before we 
have 
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 havethem, and eſteem them not fo 

much when we have them : For the 
ſoul cannot be ſatisfied but with 
true and ſecure Eternity, and' joy 
which is Ezernall and incorruptible, 
But things Eternall, when they are 
aQually poſſeſſed , are much more 
loved, then before when they were 
onely delired and hoped for : For 
neither could Faith believe , nor 
Hope expe& , ſo much as Charity 
and Love ſhall find when once we 
ſhall be admitted to poſſeſihion, Why 

- then doth not earth ſegm vile in 
our eyes, eſpecially when we muſt 
ere long forſake it ? And why do 
we not with ardent defire lift u 
our eyes to Heaven where we ſhall 

Inherit a Kingdome , and that 
Etcrnall ! 
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Wherein the otd Romans prixcipally 
placed their Eternity. 


Linus ſecundis thought thoſe , . 
men happy , which either did a4 Ta). 
things worthy to be wrote, 

j or wrote things worthy to be read; 

but thoſe men of all moſt happy , 

which could do both. So the Ro- 

mans thought they might three 
manner of wayes eternize their 

fame, and tranſmit their names 

unto poſterity, Firſt they wrote 

| many excellent things ; many Cx» 
cellent indeed, but not a{/{, not all 
chaſte,nort all holy ; They commit- 

ed to writing their own blemithes , 

their diſhoneſt loves and filthy 

luſts z Bur this was no honeſt or 

7/7 08 Kings ' 
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Kings high way to Ftermity. How þ 
many books-have dyed before their 
Authours, and according io P/a- 
ſo, have been like unto the Gar- 
dens of Adunzs , as ſoon dead as 
ſprung up ! They pleaſed not long 
which quickly pleaſed, But ſup- 
poſe the books of all the Z(omans | 
thould our-live time, and be al- 
wayes Cxtant, and expoled to pub- 
lick view , yet they ſhould not be }" 
able to give life unto their Au- 
thours. 

Again, the Romans did not one- }; 
ly write, but alſo did many brave | 
works worthy to be recorded by 
the pens- of cloquenr and learned 
men, and theſe works were of di- 
vers kinds. They fought Eterniiy 
in matiy things3 but found it in | 
nothing , as we are taught robe. 
lieve. They were great ( we do 
not deny it) in civill and warlike 
affairs, at home and abroad : admi- 
rable for their skill in Arts and | 
Sciences : Magnificent and profuſe Þ 
in ſetting forth ſhews, and beſtow- (h 
irg gifts : wonderfull eye to aſto- Wh 
niſhment for ſtately buildings, | 
Tombes, 
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Tombs, Vaults, Monuments, and4 
Statues ; as you may guetle by thee 
few particulars which I will briefly 
run over. Avguftus , in his own 
name, and at his own proper chars 
oes, ſet torth Playes and Games 
tour and twenty times, and atthe 
charge of the common Treaſury 
three and tiventy times : And never 
an one of thoſe coſt him under rwo 
Millions and five hundred thou- 
. ſand Crowns ; and this fo great a 
ſumme of money, Ifay, was all 
laid out upon one thew, The very 
meanecſt and cheapeſt that ever A- 
eu{ins (er forth, came to a Million 
rwo hundred and fifty thouſand 
Crowns, 

Nero guilded over the whole 
Theatre,the O:naments of the Iy- 
ring houſe and comicall implements 
he made all of gold; to theſe you 
may adde {quare pieces of waod or 
wooden Lots ſcattered among(t 
the people, which had for their in- 
(criptions , whole houfes, ficlds , 
grounds, farms, (haves, (c vants , 
[3 beaſts, great ſummes of ſilver, and 

| - Many times jewels a great number: 
D To 


« PEERS. - -—— ns Arran. - 
p N A EAR ea, 7 vc 


5o The third Confideration 


To whomſoevers [ot fell any one of 
theſe,he preſently received according 
to the inſcription, 

T he lame Neyo for a Donative 
to a common ſouldier commanded 
to be told two hundred and fifty 
thouſand crowns, 

Aerippina Nevs's mother cauſed 
the like ſumme of money to be laid 


upon a Table , thereby ſecretly res - 


prehending , and labouring to re- 
ſtrain her ſonnes profuſeneſle , 
Whereupon Nerg perceiving that 
he was toucht, commanded another 
ſumme to be added as great as the 
former, and ſaid thus, Neſtiebam 
me tam parumaediſſe, I forgot my 
(elf in giving ſo liitle. 

The ſame Nero enterteined at 
Rome for nine moneths together 


_ King Tzy:dates, and was every day 


at coſt for him' twenty thouſand 
Crowns, which came in 9 moneths 
co five millions and fourty thouſand 
Crowns, And at his departure he 
gave-him for a Viaticum , or to 
ſpend by the way, two millions and 
an half, What ſhould I tell you of 
their ſtately and magnificent buil- 
dings? Cate 
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Caligula the Emperour made a 
bridge over an arm of the Sea, 
three miles long. 

There were Temples in Rome 
four hundred twenty four, moſt of 
them very magnificent, 

Domitian (ſpent upon the ſole 
guilding of the Capitol ſeven Mil- 
lions, 

On the ſtairs of the Amphithea- 
tre which were made all of tone, 
there might fit very conveniently 
fourſcore and ſeven thouſand (pe- 
&atours, above, there might ſtand 
round about twelve thouſand ; in 
all , fourſcore. and nineteen thou» 
ſand. 

Belide many others there were 
twelve publick Baths made by the 
Emperour, where men might bathe 
gratls. 

In the hot Baths of d4ntonimus 
there were of poliſhed ſtone one 
thouſand and fx hundred feats, and 
there might ſo many men bathe 
themſelves very conveniently. 

In the Bath of Herruſcus, as Pli- 
ny (aith, all was of filver , the 
paſlages for the water , the lips of 

| D 2 the 
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the Bath, and the very floor it (clt* 
Bur 1 pale ro other things, 

Ar Rome there were almoſt as 
many ſtatues as men , of no worie 
matter then ſilver and gold , belide 
intnite others of B:afle, Marblz, 
and Ivory. 

Domitian had one of Gold in 
the Capitol, of an hundred pound 
weight. 

Commodus and Claudius had ale 
ſo ſtatues of Gol4, cach of them 
being of a thouſand pound weight. 
Claudius had alſo in the place ar 
Rome calied Roffra another of (1- 
ver. Hercupon there was a cer- 
tain Officer appointed , who was 
called the Count of Rome , on ; 
whom there attended a great ma- * 
ny ſoldiers continually, to guard ' 
and look to the great number of 
{tatues, ED 

The way which is called eAppia | 
will exerciſe a nimble foot-man * 
five dayes in running it over; Ic, 


reacheth in length from Rome to | 
Capua 3 lo broad, that two coaches 
may meet , and never trouble oneÞ 
anather ; ſo ſolid and firm, as if 

! | 
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it were all of one ſtone, in no place 
looſe or broken up. There were 
alſo more wayes like unto this, It 
is incredible whit good Authours 
do write of their Conduits and 
Aqueducts. 

Cl:i1tius the Emperour beſtow» 
ed about one, (even millions of 
gold and an half, and there were 
maintained {ix hundred men with 
the cnely keeping and locking 
to tle waters. Lheſe were great 
works indeed , but the Authours 
thereof in part defcrved reprehen- 
tion for their imimoderate pro- 
tuſceneſle. I here was at Rome one 
thing that ſurpaſled their Rarely 
building ; bur, as fur name , to ſay 
no worſe, and to fpar? your eats, 
diſhonourable and not fit to be 
named : {| hey had certain vauirs 
under exrth built with arches, you 
may call them the liaks ot tbe City 
{ rey called them Cioa ty) itun- 
ning with water to carry away all. 
the filth our of the City, Oc theſe 
there were ſo many fo large, and fo 
long, that you may well reckon 
them am ygRt the wonders of the 
3 worid, 
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world, I need not inſtance in any 
more : theſe which I have named 
are ſufficient. He that is any thing 
converſant in Hiſtories , or hath 
heard of the great power and wealth 
of the Romans in former ages, Will 
eafily believe my relation : if he 
will not believe me, let him believe 
the reſtimony of Syctonius, Dion, 
Caſſus, Pliny, Livy, and others 
that have wrote of the Roman Mo- 
numents, 

Theſe things which I have rec- 
koned up ate very Jaudable in 
themſelves, Bur they governed their 
Common- wealth ito prudently, that 
in warre (for the moſt part) they 
were inconquerable, for Arts and 
Eciences excellent , for Virtve iIlu- 
ſtrious ; infomuch that Cyneas an 
Ar:batſadour ſent from Pprrbus, a 
very eicqutnt and intelligent 
man, woen he lad aliin vin fo. 
licitea the City to make a league 
with his Lord aud Maſter, which 
league could not Rand with the 
honour of the Romans , upon his 
return told the King, That he 
thought 1he Cty to be a Temple 

and 
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any | and all the Sexatours, Kings. 

ned Herein the Romans were highly to 

ing becommended : but in this chey 

ith , were much over-ſeen ( though 0- 

Ich therwiſe very prudent men): in pla- 

ill cing their Zrernty in ſuch things, 

he . . as neither could give unto them, 

ve | nor had in themſelves Eternity. 

7, Tf the Romans had made choice 

rs , of Saint Azvguſiize for their guide 

o- | in the way to Eterxity, be would 
| have thewed them a more certain 

c- {+ and readier way, For what faith 

n _ he? We ds wot account thoſe E me duly. 

ir \ perours happy wh:ch have reigned Delat 
U dong or which bave oficu triumphed 24 

y * es Conquerours over their cxemies, 
: or which have treaſured up much 

w:alth. Theſe thing« often happen 

1 & tothoſe that have noright or title 

2 + tothe Kingdome which is Eternall: 

# Who then in Saint A@rouſtines 

opinion are to be accounted truly 

# happy? Heacken O ye Emperours , 

* O ye Kings and Princes : You 

JJ thallin Saint Avgutines ſenſe ob- 

| tain true and Eternal! happinefle by 
the obſervation of theſe Rules fol- 
lowing, 
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Firſt, the Rule of Fuice, By | 
ruling juſtly, and hating the very * 
vizard, and painted face of Inju- 
ftice, 

Secondly, the Rule of Modefiy. 
By not being puffed up vy the vain 
applauſes, acclamations, and rities 
of nonour,put by rememoring your 
ſeives to be but men. 

Thirdly, the Ruleof the Fe. 
and Loveof Gyr, By propagating 
by all mcans the true worihip of 
Goq; by (ubjeRing ali humane poe- 
w:r to his divine Majelty 3 by ſere 
ving him in /2&” and love. 

Fourthly, the Deſzre of heaven. 
By fetting your love and affe&ion 
upon the Kingdome which is Eter- 
zatl, where one ſhail not envy ano- 
thers power, 

Fitchly, the Rule of Faci{ity, 
and readincflc to forgive, By being 
ſwitt to forgive, and {low to puniih, 
but when the glory of God and ihe 
weceſtity of the Common wealth 
calleth for ir, 

dix:hiy, Aaſer'y and Liberaltty. 
By tempeiing the ſeverity of the 
Laws by the oyle of mercy , and 
the 
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the {wet odour of beneficen-y. 

deventhly , Cminency, By not 
giving the reins to Luxury, but by 
bridling your avpetites and con- 
cupiſcences 3 and the more liberty 
you have, the lefle abuting i: unto 
licentiouſneſle, 

Eighthly , Moderation of Paſſi 
07s. By chufing rather to get ihe 
conqueſt over evil Paflions, then by 
dominecring over Nations, 

Ninthly, the ſtudy of Humility 
and Praycr, By dotng ail theſe, not 
for vain glory, but for the glory of 
God, and the attainment of Etere 
dll telicity : And again, by never 
negleRing that moſt noble ſacritice 
of Humility and Prayer, 

T hele Rules or Laws hath Sainer 
eAuguſtine fixed upon the doubs 
o2tes of the world , for a glaſle fit 
for Princesto look into. But, O 
ye Romans , how farre have ye 
gone altray from the way that lcad- 
eth unto the Gates whercunto thele 
laws are fixed | Not to ſpeak of 
other things, You have inltead of 
one and the onely true God brought 


'n innumerable others, to worihip. 
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them which arc no Gods. For Reme 
ſeemed to make it a greater matter 
of Religion , To retuſe no falſity 3 
and when ihe ruled almolt over all 
nations, To ſerve and follow the 
errours of all nations. 

Bur to let theſe things paſle allo : 
How vain and ridiculous a thing is 
ic for them, -to leave behind them 
all their Eternity in Parchments 
and Papers, in Marble and other 
ſtone, in Theatres and Pyrami- 
des, in Monuments and Tombs ! 
What is now become of their Eter- 
nity. which was ſometime carved 
in ſtone ? The ſame hath hapned 
unto Rome, which alſo befell Feru- 
ſalem. "The Diſciples pointing at 
the buildings of the Temple at Fe- 
Yuſalem , id unto our Saviour 
Chriſt, Maſter, ſee what manner 
of ones, and what buildings arc 
here 3 Whereupon Chriſt aniwered 
and faid, See ye all theſe buildings ? 
Verily T ſay unto you, There Fat 
not be left here one ſtone upon ano- 
ther, that fhall not be thrown 
down. So there is nothing Eternal 
in this world, And where is now 
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old Rome? If this queltion be de- 
manded ; the anſwer may be this , 
Here it was. Where are they that 
built it > They are dead and gine- 
Thereisnot ſo much as their alhes 
left of them. And ere long we mult 
all go the ſame way, become like a 
ſhadow , recurn unto duſt, and be 
reſolved into nothing, Oh the 
poor and mcan condition of mot + 
rall men, even at the greateſt ! Oh 
the inſtability and frailty of the 
ſtrongeſt men, even in the prime of 
all cheir ſtrength ! For what is now 
become of all thoſe things, or 
where are they ® They are quite wa- 
iſhed away : where is their money, 
which they heaped up beyond be- 
lief ? 'Tis ſcattered abroad. Where 
are theic ſtately and lofty build- 
ings ? They ave not tobe ſeen. Such 
are all things elſe, though to us 
they ſeem never ſo great, nothing 
clſe but a meer ſhadow and a 
dream, if they be compared with 
Eternity, and thoſe things which 
are Erernall, The foundation on 
which the whole fabrick of vani- 
ſhing glory is ſet up, is too weak, 

| and. 
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and mouldring, made but of clay, 
Stone and Marble cannot be engra- 
ven with CharaGers and inſcriptt- 
ons of Eternity, Well faith Las 
(tanatins, The woths of 1:9: tall men 
fare mortal? That there was a Bam 
bylon , a Troy , a Carihage,and 4 
Rome, we believe : Burt if we will 
believe nv more then we ſee, there 
be ſcarce any reliques or ruinous 
parts of them remaining, to per- 
ſwade us that there were ſuch Ci- 
tres. So the (even wonders of the 
world, ſo Nere's golden palace,Dz:- 
cletians hot Baths , eAitoninus his 
| Baths, Severus his Septizonium , 
Fulius his Coloſſus, Pompey's Am- 
phicheatre have' no foot-ſtep or 
print of them remaining, no,ſcarce 
upon record, or regiſtred in Books. 
And how farre have all th:(ecoms 
Hort of X-teruity! 


2s FT 


Pp, 
P-] 


upon Eterniiy. 
CHAP. I. 
How farre the Romans bove 3:45 
aitiiyfrom the true way 
of F!eriily. 


A: Nazareth,in a certain con- 


clave, called by the name of the 
bletſed Virgin, there is in one place 


L ho lo 


mention made of a kingdome, Of ;;, 


which Kingdome there {hall be no 
end. Such was not the Kingdome 
of Solomon : for that laſted but 
rour hundred years, even to the 
Captivity of Babylon. Such was 
not the kingdome of the Reman: , 


- neither of the Per ſiaxs, nor yer of 


the Grectans. For where are now 


thoſe Kingdomes in former times - 


molt flourithing ? where are thoſe 
moſt antient Monarchies * How 
Zreat Was Nebucvadzeqy0' 10 


 Chatdea and Syria, and ater him 


Belſhazzar ? From them the Scee 


pre was tranſlated unto the Medes 


and Per{ians,io Cyrus and Darts. 
Neither continued it-there long, 
From thence it was tranſlated into 
Greece , ro Alexander, ſurnamed 
:be great, King of Macedon, _ 

ong 


Exod. 
15.18, 


Or:gen, 
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long time moſt viorious and for- 
tunate : Bur as warlike valour de- 
cayed, ſo fortune failed. And fo the 
Sceptre was tranſlated into 174'y to 
Fulins Ceſar, and Offauins Au:u- 


[{u-, What is become of all theſe 
Kings ? where are they ? Bur thou, | 
O Chriitian man , ſeek that king» | 


dome, of which Kingdome there 
ſhall ve ns end. Numantia, Athens, 
Carthage. and Sparta, all are come 
roan end : They are utterly periſh- 
ed; But as for the kingdome which 
is above, Of tht there ſhll be no 
end, The King that ruleth there is 
Eternall, and thoſe that live tn thac 
Kingdome are Ete*nall. The Lord 
ſhall reigs for ever and ever, On 
which-words ſaith Origen, Doſt 
thou think that the Lord ſhall 
reign for ever and ever ? Yeahe 


fall reign far ever and ever , and 


beyond that ton. Say what thou 
canſt, thou ſhale ſtill come ſhort of 
the duration of his Kingdome: The 
Prophet with ſtill adde ſomething : 
as for example, after For ever, yet 
more,and ever, or, Beyond that to9. 


Tere. And yet,laith Tdere, though: this 


king- 


th- 
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kingdome be Eternall, though in- 
finite, though every way blefled, 
though it be promiſed to us, nota 
word of that For what manis there 


; of athouſand that ſpends the leaſt 


ie | part of a day in meditating upon 
U, ; that ? that ever once makes mention 

- | of that ? that ever inftruRs his wife, 
re * his children and -his ſervants con- 
*, | cerning that ? We prattle much of 
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all other things z bur as for heaven, 
there is (carce any mention made 


11 | of that, or if there be, ſure ir is very 


rare. In ſetting forth the commen- 
dation of his own Countrey, every 
manis a nimble-tongaed Orarour * 
But as for that which is our true 


* Countrey indeed, we bluſh and are 


almoſt aſhamed , being too modeſt 


# in commending that, For it 1s 


come to pafle in theſe dayes by the 
diſuſe of holy conference, that men. 
think themſelves not witty or fa- 
cete enough , unleſle they ſpeak 


= idle and unprofitable words, and 


make fooliſh jeſts : nay, that is not 
all, unlefle their cheeks ſwell, and 
their lips run over with filthy and 
unſavoury ſpeeches, Oh! this is 

tO 
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to 90 aſtray quite out of the way. 
But let our h arcs and mouthes bz 
filled with the praiſe and dcfire of 
things Etcynall 3 let our thoughts 
and words alwayes run after them : | 
we have no other way to true glory, + 
but this 3 and chere is no true glory, - 
but that which is Eternall. : 
The chief Pricits and the Phari. | 
ſees amoneglt the Jews , to over- 
throw Chriſts power ( as they 
thought) and to eternize their po« 
litick Government,aflembled them= 
ſelves together in Councel : and by 
their fooliſh wiſdome ( as it pro- 
ved) made Decrees to their own | 
| burt. Elegantly ſpeaketh S. eAugu- | 
rreF * ine of them, conſulting and deli- | 
berating together in full court; The Þ 
chict Prieits, faith he, and the Pha« 
riſces took counſel together , what 
they ſhould do for their own good, 
and yet they ſaid not, Let us be- 
teve, The wicked and ungodly 
men fought more how to hurt and 
to deitroy, then how to provide for F 
their own {ccurity, that they might Þ * 
>elaved, And yet they were in fear, Þ 
and in coun] ; For they ſaid, 
| | What 
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alone, all men w.ll ocl:eve on bim, 
aud the R1mens ſhall come, and 


' take away boib our place and Na- 
* ticy. They were afraid to loſe 


: things Temporall, and never 


SIO ST IO. s 


. thought upon the life which is Z- 
' ternal: And fo they loft both.Such 
| is the vanity, and afteRed mockery 


of our fooliſh cogitations, What 


 arewe? And what 1s :all that we 


call ours? To d+:y we tiouiih like a 
flower, we are well ſpuken of , we 
pleaſe, and are in favour with men 7 
But { alas ! } To #:9:79w nur {awer 
will fade, we ſhall be ill ſpoken of, 
and out of favour with God and 


Nr okg WEIS 


man ; man, whom hitherto we 


pleaſed ; and God, whom we never 


{ ftndied ro pleaſe. We negle 


| Heaven, andkeep not carth ; We 


| £t not the favour of >God, and 


| loſe the worlds favour, And © 
| we are moſt deiperarely miſcrable, 


| and deſtirutz on both fides, If 
| ceath would but ſpaie thoſe thar 


| are the happy ones of this world, 


| i may be they might — 
p ome 


What dowe? For this may death Job 118 
maiy miracles. If we let him thus 4785: 
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ſome glory 3 ſome I ſay, ſuch as it 
Is 3 For there is none true but that 
which is in heaven and Eterzall. 
But (alas ! )Death ſpares no man; 

ſees in the dark,and is not feen; and 
watches his time when he may ſer 
upon us, when we think not of 
him. + What ſhall become of us ? 
whither will he carry us,if here we 
have lived wickedly? To the barre 
ef Chriſts judgement , and from 
thence to the pit of Hell : and from 
thence thereis no redemption. No- 
bility from thence ſets no man free : 
Power delivers no man, The ap- 
Plauſe of men formerly given, yields 
there no comfort. Let us here ſeek 
the favour of God and his glory : 
Tharis the true glory which is got 
by the ſhunning of vain glory: And 
there is no true glory,but that which 
is E:e-nall. 


Solomon inthe Proverbs deſcri- 
beth wi/cdome like a Quzen atten: 


ded by two waiting maids, Beers 


ily, and Glory, the ficſt on theF 


right hand, the ſecond on thelefc, 


Glory is nothing worth, if there 
be not joyned with it Eternity 3 


that 
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that which all we Chriſtians do ex. 

pe, For, here wc have 110 Continue Heb. rs, 
'ing City, but we ſcck one 10 come, HD 

' Ercrnall inthe heavens. The righ- Lg 
jFeons ſhall be in everlafting remem- 112.6. 
brance, To give an alms to a 
poor man, to moderate a greedy 
/appetite, to reſiſt an enezmy of 

| chaſtity 3 T heſe are works that 
require not much pains, or time 

for the doing, And yet the re« 
membrance of theſe together with 
their reward thall be Etcrnall, 
What a ſmall rhing was it that 
Mary Magdalen beſtowed upon 

| our Saviours fcer 3 How quickly 

| had (h- done it ! And yer 1: is made 

; Math, 
(ikcown througho:u the whole world, 26.113. 
'Some others, it may be, would 

| have ad:nired other things in her, 

{her che:ry cheeks , her comely 
countenance, the pleaſant flower 

| of her youth, her rare grace , her 


* Pgrear riches , her affability and 


| courteGie, and ſuch like. Thete were 


 F not the things which Chriſt com-. 
. | mended in her, bur it was the office 


* which ſhe performed unto his feet. 
| The thing it ſelf was not great : 
And 
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And yet it was a means to pro- 
cure for her Etcrnall glory, and a 
never-dying name. Jt ſhall be 
preached throughout the whole | 
world : This is the teſtimony of F 
Chriit. I his work of hers wasnot | 
engraven in matble, nor caſt in 
brafie, nor promuiged in the 5 
market- place, nor proclaimed with | 
a Drum and a Trumpet : And yet | 
it hath continued for a. memoriall | 
of her to this day , and (o ſhall for F 
ever, and It ſhall be preachcd 5- 
throughout the whole world, if you } 
conſider the ation it ſelf; Fadgs } 
Iſcariot the coverous purſe- bearer | 
found faulr wirh ic 3 Simon the | 
ſwelling and proud Phariſee con« þ 
demned ic : 1t rhe matter 3 it was 
þut an Ointment, ar the moſt not 
worth above thirty ſmall pieces ot} 
gold : If theplace 3 it was private :| 
If the wincj{es preſent 3 they were 
but few ; It the perſon 3 the was 
2 woman, and one infamous : And 
yer for all theſe , . Js ſpall bp 
preached ihrowghout the wholch 
world, How many Emperours have 
advanced their colours , diſplayed 
thei: 


| upon Eternity, 69 
o- ftheir victorious and triumphant 
{a | Ea.les, and (ct up their ſtandards 
be yin their enemies Camp ! How 
ole F many warlixe Captains have led 
of # popular Armies, and commanded 
1ot | them worthily | How many provi 
in : dent Governours have ruled their 
x people very wiſely ! How many 
| Kings have erected rare monu- 
' ments and ſtatues, and built Ca- 
files and Cities ! How many learn- 
# ed men have waſted their brains 
5.in new inventions , and have like 
: Chymicks diſtilled them into Re- 
| ceivers of Paper | And to what 
| end all this ? To keep their names 
in continuall remembrance , and to 
y be recorded amongſt worthy and 
7 memorable men. And yet not- 
withſtanding they lodge inthe bed 

{ of ſilence, and lie buried in the 
| grave of oblivion. But one good 
work that the righteous duth , thall 
be had in everlaſting remem- 
| brance: Time and Envy ſhall never 
| deface and conceal it : The wiſett 
| men, Captains, Prelates, and Kings 
# themſelves ſhall with reverence 
of reade and hear #, It ſhall be 
- preached 
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preached throughout the whole | 
world. 1 
The onely way then to immor- 
eality and true Eternity is, Tolive f 
well & ſo to die well. Go tonow ye | 
Romans, If ye will ſeek Eternity in | 
Statues and marble Monuments : þ 
but you ſhall never find ir there. y* 
I for my part will with rather with | 
S. Hierome in the life of Paul the | 
Eremite ; Oh remember, ſaith he, |, 
Hierome a {inner, who, if God had 
given him the choice , would have | 
preferred the poor cloak of Paul 
with his good works , before the }, 
Scarlet robes of Kings with their | 
kingdomes, Let us Chriſtians here | 
whileſt we have time make over | 
our riches , for fear leſt we loſe | 
them , let us ſend them before us 1 
into another world : Heaven ſtands Kh 
; 
n 


open ready to receive them, We 
need not doubt of the ſafe carriage 
and the carriers are very faithful and 
truſty 3 but they are the poor and 
needy of this world. We make over } 
unto them here by way of ex- if 
change a few things of little value, 


cceding | 


Yr 
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le || eeeding Eternall weight of glorys 

! For ſo hath Chriſt promiſed upon |, 
the performance of his precepr. I ſay 16.9, 
unto your Make to your ſelues friends 

3 of the Mammon of unrighteonſneſſe, 
in! that when ye fail, they may receive 

S © Þ youtnto everlaſting babitations. But 

re- y let us paſſe from the Romans unto 

th | others, 


he, | $$SS$$$$: $$$$$4$ 


ve | CHAP. IT. 

aul | 

the | f better way then the former which 
eir the Romans followed, to 
ere | : Eterauily. 

ver | 

ole Fry Aris the —P of the Perſians 
us EL Y moſt notable for his ſlaughter 


1ds had in his Army ten thouſand Per- 

We fans, which he therefore called im- 

e 3 Wmortall ( as Ceiins Rhodiginus , 

nd Nlinterpreceth it ) not becauſe he Fade: 

nd thought they ſhould never die & /2,, 

ver IC For where are there any ſuch ? ) © * 

eX= but becauſe as any of the number 

ue, fwas diminiſhed by ſword or fick- 

ex- Fineſſe, it was preſently made up 3 
| 0 


nvrattiin — 


LEE 


Des. 6, 


72 Thethird Confideration 'E 


ſo that ſtill there was neither more 
no: lefle then ten thouſand. Thus 
242ius framed unto himſelf a | 
kind of Immortality and Eterai- 
ty: But ( alas! ) it was a very ſhort 
one; For within a little ſpace he 
and all his army utterly perithed, jj 
The Prefigceats and Princes aſſem-Þ 
bled rogether unto Darius, and ſaid 


-— 


thus unto him, King Darius , live 


for ever. Aias, how vain was this 


wiſh, and how ſhort this Frermry PF; 
V/e live but ſeventy or eighty 


years at the moſt : Weare bur in 


a dream, if we think to live hcreſþ 


for ever, Not without cauſe there- 


fore X#;x25 ( when for the con 
quering and ſubjugating Greece (35þ8 
Herodotrs reports) he carried with 
him out of eAfa two great armics}* 


both by ſea and land, in numbcr 


three and twenty hundred thou- L 


ſand, ſeventeen thouſand , and fis 
hundred, befade others that atten 
ded upon ſov{diers) upon a day ta 
king his proſpe& trom a Moun- 
tain, and beholding bis ſouldiers, 
fell a weeping : And being askec 
the reaſon why, He faid it was, be: 
caulk 
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cauſe after a matrer of fifty or ſixty 
years, of ſo many hundred thouſand 
men ſo (cle& and itrong , ſcarce one 
ſhould be tound alive. 

We may dream, and feign unto 
our ſelves I know not what E:er- 
ities ; Butin the mean time we 


. muſt neeas dye , and are as water 


ſpilt upon the ground. 

Another and better type of Etey- 
nity was found out at Conſtanting- 
ple, in theyear of our Lord 459. 


The Chutch of Con/tzntinople, in. 


the time when Gexnadius was Bi- 
ſhop, was augmented by a new and 
noble foundation of a Monaſtery 
of cAcezmets dedicated to Saint 
tohn 3aptift. T hele Acemets were 
ſo called for not ſleeping , becauſe 


* they were never all at once to ſleep, 
| but ſtill to be exerciſed in their. 


courſe night and day in finging 
praiſes unto God, T hcſe Acamets 
were divided after their manner ins 


| to three companies, ſo that when 


the firſt company had made an 


| end of ſinging divine praiſes, the 
1 ſecond ſhould begin 5 and when 
| the ſecond bad made an cnd , the 


E third 
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third ſhonld begin. By means of 
this godly inſticution the City had 
in ſome ſort Heaven within it (elf 
al wayes ſounding with the praiſe 
of God 3 or at leaſt atyye or re- 
preſentation of the Eternity in hea- 
yen, where God ſhall be praiſed 
for all Eternity , with great de- 
light and chearfullnefle, and wich- 
our all wearinefſe. Therefore bath 
—— the P/almiſt good cauſe to cry 
out, Bleſſed are they which dwell 
2 thy houſe * they will fill be prat- , 
ſing thee. Then thall all the blefſed 
Mar, {ay 25 Saint Peter did upon the | 
4. Mountain, 17 3sgood for ws tobe || 
So ,, here. Foras S. Bernard ſpeaketh , | 
ews.ss, Eternity is true riches without | 
meaſure : but he adds this with- | 
all, Itis not found unlefle it be 
ſought with perſeverance . But j: 
how ſhall we ſo ſeek that we may {' 
obtein it ? Hear what the good j 
Father ſaith : By poverty , by f 
meehneſſe, and by tears, thereis |! 
renewed in the ſoul the ſtamp and # | 
image of Eternity which com-f' | 
prebendeth all times, Firſt, po- [5 « 
verty w the way to Eternity. *- [| 
2d | 
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ſed are the poor in ſpirit ; for Mani 
theirs is the kingdome of heaven. ** 
Where poor men are deſpiſed and 
forſak:n , there is the heart and 
the money locked up together in 
the cheft : Where money is ex- 
pended according to the rules of 
Avarice , there is no efte& or love 
of poverty , there is no delire 


' of love of Eternity, Secondly, 


meekneſſe : By meckneſſe we make 
our ſelves ſecure of things preſent, 
and have an aſſurance of things to 


.. come, Bleſſed are the meek ; for Men 
' they ſhall inherit the earth. If 5» 
© any man ask , what ſhall we ſay 

- of him that is void of meekneſſe 

L and patience, that can ſcarce at 


any time ſpeak a mild word? 
What gains he by bis implacable 


+ impatience > What doth ir profit 
{ him to rage and fret with indi. 
d | gnation, to make out-cryes and tu 
 mults, to ſhew his will to do miſ- 


chief, though he cannot effe& what 
he would ; or, to conclude, to ſalute 


' no man civilly, as it he were an 


enemy to all humanity and affa» 
bility > What ſhall we ſay of ſuch a 
2 E 2 man ? 
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man ? If therebe any ſuch, heis 
ſure to ſuffer lofle of goods or good 
name, or both : tor the riches 
which he hath he poſlefleth not, 
but keeps them like a dog, whoſe 
property is to bark at a man , to flie 
upon him, and to bite him : As 
for bis good name , if he have any, 
he ſhall not augment it by the title 
of impatience : And as for hea» 
ven, he loſeth that before he hath 
raken poſſeſſion of it, Thirdly, 
Tears. For by weeping and 
mourning we redeem the time 
aſt, we recover what we prodi- 
gally ſpent by finning. But this 
mourning and ſorrow mult not 
laſt for an hour onely , or for a 
day : but this is nothing elſe , but | 
todo as he did, who at his mo- 
thers death put on mourning- 
clothes, forced for the preſent a 
few tears, and went along af- 
ter the bier, and left her not till 
he {aw her buried ; but the ſame 
day or the next day after , wiped 
away all tears from his eyes, | 
changed his weeping into laugh. 
ing, calt off bis mourning: clothes 
and 
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T7 
and put on colours. This is not to 
mourn in good earneſt, ro make an 
end of mourning ſo ſuddenly, Bur 
this we do (alas) too often. To 
day we make publick confeſſion 
of our ſinnes to G2d, and hear 


ablolution 3 we repent us of our 
ſinnes , and receive the holy Com- 
munion : and within a day afcer 
we {inne again with deiighc, and 
withour fear, and oftentimes more 
grievouſly then before. We deteſt 
tor the preſent the wicked courſe 
of ourlife paſt 3 and we return a+ 
g4in to the ſame palſie, We forſwear 
the ſinnes which we formerly com- 
mitted; and again the fame day 
we commit the ſame. So with 
the ſame tongue we proclaim 
Chriſt innocent, anJ crucitie him 
afreih, as if we were the true bro- 
thers of Pontius Pilate , who 
with one and the fame mouth did 
both abſolve him and condemnc 
him , confefliog that he found 
no cauſe of death mm him , and 


yet adjudging him to be c-uci- 
fied, We are very fickle and in- 
conſtant, but in nothing more con- 
ftanc 


F 3 
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ſtant then in the repetition of a 
vicious courſe of life. Alas ! alas ! 
we carry too much of the ſoon, 
that is, inconſtancy , in our breaſt, 
Sometimes we are ſo zealous and 
fo holy that we will not admir of 
2 chearfull countenance , for fear 
leſt it ſhould hinder our Sanity 
and Devotion : we look demurely, * 
calting our eyes down to the | 
ground,and knit the brows as being 
angry with our ſelves, when we find 
in our ſelves the leaſt remitſeneſle 
or coldncfle in holy dutics : But 
this Sanity and Devotion doth |, 
never continue long. Afrer a 
White we begin to hate even Ple | 
ety it ſelf, and the tiream being | 
turned, we turn again to ou: for- ' 
wer rigt and intcmperance : and _ 
we are as ready to diflolve the 
knot of friendihip made betwixt 
God ar:d us, as at the firſt we were 
unwilling to have it knit, Ar 
length Picty attended with ſor- % 
row and repentance preſents her # 
ſclf again unto us, and puts to Z 
tiight Iaſciviouſnefſle , untill the 
me comes that we begin to re- 
pen 
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pent us of our repextance. Sowe 
ſeldome continue long in any ho- 
neſt and godly coutſe , tor it ſeems 
unto us too laborious : and at eve- 
ry light beck we row down the 
ftream of our former uncleannefle. 
Such is the inconſtancy of our life, 
that it preſents unto our minds 
all ſorts of pleaſures and vices, 
We make an outward thew of ado=- 
ring virtue : but in heart and 
mind we fall down and worſhip 
vice, a moſt laborous kind of ſer- 
vice: This is not the way unto 
Eternity, unlefle 1t be of puniſh» 
ment and torments which fhill have 
no end. 

Let us ſingle out one Chriſtian 
man of many, and ſuch a one 
eſpecially as is moſt addi&ed to his 
pleaſure ; let us carry him along 
with us to a mouth of a fornace 
red hot and flaming ; and then let 
us begirtto queſtion him after this 
manner , How much pleaſure 
wouldeſt thou ask to continue 
burning in this fornace for one 
day? Hewill anſwer tothis un- 
doubtedly , I would not be tor- 

E 4 mented 
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mented in theſe flames for one day 
to cain the whole world and all 
the picaſures in the world. But let 
us propound another conaition un- 
to him, What zeward wouldeſt thou 
ask to endure this fire onely for 
half a day? Propound what re- 
ward you will , there is nothing ſo 
delicate, fo precious, fo dear uns 
to me, which I would be willing 
to buy atſo deara price, as theſe 
rorments, Bat to try once more , 
What reward and pleaſure wouldeſt 
thou ask to go into this fornace , 
and to ſtay there but one houre ? 
His anſwer certainly will bethis , 
Let th? moſt covetous and impu- 
dent man in the world ask what 
hecan, that is not tobe compa- 
red with the unutterable and un- 
ſufferable ſcorchings and torments 
of this fire, though they thould 
laſt but for an h1ure. If th«ſe 
anſwers be good and agrecable 
toright reaſon , how comes it to | 
paſſe, O God, that for 2 little 
gain, and that but vile, for de- 
ceitfull honour, and that fugitive , 
for filthy pleaſure, and that nor 
long, 
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ay long, ſo many men (o little re. 
all ? gard Eternall punithment in hell 
let hire? We cannot be perſwaded with 
n- any reward , no thouzh it be to 
ou gain a whole world , to ſtay bur 
OT for one hour in fire Tcmporall : 
'E- And yer, it cither gain at any time 
ſo inviteth us, or if honour ſmileth 
Ne upon us, or pleiſure a.Jlureth us, 
Ng ,/ we never fear Hell and fire Eter- 
cle mall. Bur thou wilt lay, hope 
e, for better 3 God is mercifull, and 
elt bis goodnefſe will not ſuffer me to 
©, deſpair,or to be terrified wi:h the 
ef | fear of evil to come, So indeed 
S, | we are wont to fpeak : And the 
u- words in themſelves are not im- 
Jat pious, if our works were pious. 
a- Bur for the mvſt part our wo:ks 
n- ', areſuch, thatif we rightly conf - 
1t's der them we have little cauſe to 
1d hope for mercy. It is a very dan- 
cle : gerous and fooliſh pare for a man 
ole * toliveina conſtant courſe of un» 
tO godiinefle, and co hope for Eter- 
te | nity amongſt the blefled. Alas! 
IC - one finne is ſufficient to con=- 


©» | demne us. Know-.it thou not 
Ot Þ what Chriit hath threatacd in the 
"BY S 5 Oo 
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Meh: Goſpel > Whoſoever ſhall ſay unts | 
* his brother , Thou fool, ſhall be in | 
danger of hell fire. Knoweſt thou } 

not what Chrſ# hath forbidden ? #7 

28, Whoſoever locketh upon a woman | 
to lufl after her , hath commined * 


adultery with her already in his 
May, peart. Knowelt thou not what 
7-21 Chriſt hath premoniſhed > Not | 
cvcry one that ſaith Lord, Lord, | 
ſhall emer into the kingdome of © 
heaven : but he which dath the ' 
willof my Father which is in hea= | 
ven, Knoweſt thou not that Chriſt 
Mer.ro. {hall ſhut many out of che gate? He 
37-38. that loveth father or mather more | 
then me, 1s not worthy of me: 
cAnd he that taketh not his Croſſe |[* 
and followeth after mc, is not wor- | 
thy of me. Knoweſt thou not what 
Chriſt hath openly and plainly 
= ſaid, and again repeated ? Many | 
«6. Oe called, but few choſen : Few 
22.14 indeed , yea, very Few. Knoweſt 
thou not how often Chriſt hath | 
exhorted to amendment of life ? | 
Mez.13. Except ye be Convertcd and bee | 
3% come ws little Children, ye ſhall not 
enter zuto the kingdome of heaven. 
I 


OO TI 
—_ 
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; Tf thy hand or thy foot offends. 
| thee, cut them off , ond caſt them 
; fromthce: it 25 better fur thee to 
; enter into life halt and maimed , 


Ng 


rather then having two hands or 
two fect, tobe calt ints —_— 
We. Except ye repent , ye [nall all, 
ep periſh. And an = af- ne , 
ter; S$£/72ve £0 enter in at the frat 
gate : for many, IT (ay nuto you, *** 
will ſeth to euter in, and ſhall not 
beable. Knoweſt thou not, how 
expreſly Saint Pay! recites up 
all thoſe things that hinder us from 
entring into that bleſſed Fe: nity ? 
The works of the fleſh are mant _ 
feſt, which are theſe, adultery, 19 2 
formeation , uncleanneſſe, {aſcivi- *© 
o»fneſſe, idolatry, witahitaſt, ba- 
tred, variance, emulations,wrath, 
{t/ife, ſeditions, herefies, envyings, 
murders, drunkenneſſe , and ve-= 
vellings , and ſuch lhe : of the 
wich T tell you before, as T bave 
told you in time paſt , that they 
which do ſuch things ſhall not in» 
berit the kingdome of God, Now 
it any man be guilty to himſelf. 
of any one ef theſe ſinnes here rec- 

| EE... A. ns 


Tg IT” "ET OE es 
o5 - my 


ER 
RN * 


_—- 


2; The third Conſideration 


koned up, and is not (o prieved for 
it that he ſecks by all means poſlti- 
ble to avoid it for the time to 
come: He may fing to himſelf, if 
he will, this vain Spero, TI hope , 
and 1 hope; but this mans hope is 
indeed none at all, but mere raſh- 
nefle and preſumption. For a man 
to adventure the danger of ſtripes 
and blows, is anevill that may be 
born. To loſe at play an hundred 
or a thouſand Florens, is a great 
misfortune, but may be endured, 
To lay his head at ſtake, and to 
bring his life in danger, is a bad 
adventure ; bur at the worſt it is 
but lofle of life , aad that loſlt is 
not of all other the greateſt. But to 
hazard the Eternal! (altation both 
of body and ſoul, by liuing at un- 
certainties, by hoping in words , 
and delpairing in works, nullify- 
ing hope by a wicked and ungocly 
life : This is the extreamcſt of all 
evils : This is the moſt grievous 
misfortune a man can fall into : 
"This is moſt pernicious ralhnefle 
ar boidneſſe: This is extrecam 
folly and razdnefle, Nw confi ler 
Ws 
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this, ye that forget God) leſt he tear 
ym zn pieces, and there be none 19 
deliver you. 
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CHAP. II!, 


That the way of Eternity 2s dil;- 
gently and carefully to be 
foneht after. 


Et every Chriſtian man there- 

fore often ask himſelf, and 
others alſo, which are i:1 the place 
of God, this queltion, Whar hall 
] do that I may obtain blefſed E- 
fernity, or Fternall blefſeinefle ? 
Am I inthe right way that leadeth 
unto Fte:n'y? Something I do 
indeed, bur it is but very little and 


' not worth ſpeaking of. I thirlt and 


O 
breathe afrer the joyes which are 


immortall and Eier::al'; Bur few 


; are my works, cold and imperte&> 


ar the belt, and alcogecher unwor- 
thy of an Fterna/!reward. I think 
ic long till I arrive at the haven: 
Bur I am afraid of rhe troubleſome 
wavcs and tempelts . by the way : 

| Whe 


Math. 
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When as yet notwithſtanding that 


 Isthe ſafeſt and beſt way unto hea- 


ven, which is moſt rough and nar- 


row. LThisthe very Truth it ſelf : 


of Gods mouth pronounceth, and 
Chriſt proclaimeth, ſaying, Enter 
Jen at the flrait gate: For wide 
zs the Cate, and broad is the way 
that leadeth to deſlruttion , and 
many there be (Alac. too many ) 
that goin thereat : Beeauſe ſtrait 


_ 
4&4. 


is the gate, and narrow is the way : 


which leadeth unts life , and few 


there be ( Alack! too few ) that |. 
find u., Again , Strive to enter |: 


in at the ſtrait gate: For many, 


1 ſay mito you, will ſtth to en- : 


ter in, and ſhall not be able, Oh 


what a fearfull word is that, | 


MANY! and that; FEW! 
How ſhould ir make ustremble ! 
But we miſerable men deceive our 
ſelves, raſhly promiſing unto our 
ſelves Eternity : And yer I can- 
Not tel] whether we may he more 
truly ſaid to hope or to dream 
that we hall be reckoned amonglt 
thele few before mentioned, | 
would to God 70 , even now 

- whileſ 
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iat | whiletit it zs the accepted time and 4 Cov 
a- | the day of ſaluatimm, we would ** 
i'- * have adiligeat and an intent eye 
clt | upon Eterzity , and reaſon thus 
nd Þ with our ſelves : Alas ! whatis all 
'6 | this thar I ſuffer, or that I ſee others 
de \ ſuffer ? {:is nothing if it be com- 
"ay pared with Etermiicy. What if T 
nd , could reckon np as many labour 
/) * and perils as Saint Pau! himſelf 
it did undergo, as they are by him 
"Ry + ferdown in his ſecond Epiſtle to + | 
W _ the (rinthians ; and the eleventh 2 cer. 
; Chapter? If I ſhould endure bun. ***7- 
ger and thirſt, enmities and inju- 
ries, ſicknefſe and poverty ? Yea | 
more , what if I were ſtoned with 
Saint Paul, and beaten with reds? 
What if I ſuffered ſhipwrack? ,+, 
All theſe are nothing .to puniſh- 
ments Eternall.. Therefore in 
all adverſity I muſt thus think _ -- 
with my ſelf, I thall ſee an end 55" 
of all. 

The Prophet Danzcl having rec- 
koned up ſundry calamities , at 
length addeth theſe words, Even 
70 the time of the end : becauſe it is papis, 
wk yet for a time appointed, Come 35+ 
Js bither, 
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hither, Come hither, all ye that are 
in aſHli&ion, in ſorrow, need, {1ck- 
nefle, or any other calamity. Why 
do ye drown your felves in your 
own tears ? why do you make your 
life bitter unto you with impati=- 
ence and complaining ? Here is 
comfort for you, great comfort 
d awn from the time of that (uffer- 
ing. Are divers calamitics upon 
you ? Be not calt down. Have a 
good courage : | hey ſhall continue 
enely for a iime, Do ye tufter con- 
tumely anJ reproach?are you weati- 
ed with injuries ? are other troubles 
multiplied upon you ? Ceale to 
lament : All chile thall Jaft but 
for a time 3 they ſhall not laſt for 
evcr 3 your fighing ſhall have an 
end. 

Tears way difiiil from your 
eyes for 4 time + But fighs and 
grones thall not atiſe from your 
hearts. f.r ever, The time is at 
hand, when you ſhall be delivered 
from all gricf, and be tranſlated 
unto evci];{ting happineſſe, This 


Ecelys, 35 Moſt clex. by thar in Ecclefiafi- 


cus, A patient man nill bear for 
a 


_— __ = —— 
3s Que r% 


OO fas fro ot 


| 


ud, > F4 "0 


upon Eternity. 8g 


a time , and afterward Joy (hall 
' ſpring up unto him. Bat ye alſo 


which think your ſelves the onely 
happy men on earth, and the dar- 
lings of the world , know thus 
much, and be not proud, neither lifr 
up your horn: All your ſeeming 
happineſlz ( for it is no more at the 


| belt ) hath but thort and narrow 


bounds and limits, and is quickly 
paſſed over, Your triumphing is 
bur {97 a 7442 : your galden dreams 
Jaſt but for a time: Attera time , 


and that not long, Death will com- 


; mand yo4 to put off Fortuncs paia- 


ted vizard, and ſtand amongk the 
croud : Then ſhall yetruly appcat 
ſo much the more happy , by how 
much the more ye ſeemed to your 
ſclves before, in your own foolilh 
imaginations, molt happy. I here- 
fore whether ſorrow or joy, all is 
burfor a time in this world. It is 
Eternity alone which is not con- 
cluded within any bounds of tirnc. 


' Whether theretore the body ſuftr 


or the mind. ; whether we loſe 
riches or bonoursz whether our pa- 
tience be exerciſed by ſorrow or 
grief 
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grief, cares or any other affliions, 
inward or outward, all is but paint» 
ed and momentanie, if we think 
upon Eterna'l puniſhments, For 
when fifty thouſand years ſhall 
be paſſed after the day of Judge- 
ment , there thall fill remain fitty 
thouſand Millions of years ; and 
when thoſe likewiſe are paſled , 
there ſhall Rtill remain more and 
more, and yet more millions of 


years, and there ſhall never bean | 


end, But who thinks upon theſe 
things ? who weighs and conſiders 
them well with himſelf 2 Some- 


times we ſeem to have favour of | 


things Erernall : But we are toſſed 
up and down with the motions and 


thoughts of things paſt,and things 


future ; our heart wavereth, and is 
full of vanity. Who will eſtabliſh 
It, and ſet it in a ſure place, that it 


may ſtand a while, and ſtanding | 


admire, and admiring be raviſhed 
with the ſplendour of Eternity, 
which alwayes ftands and never 
paſſeth away? Well did Myroge- 
nes, when Euſtachins Archbiſhop 


of Feruſalem ſent gifts unto _ 
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He did very well, I ſay, in refuſing 
them, and ſaying, Do but one thing 
for me , Onely pray for me, that { 
may be dclivered from FErcrnall 
torment. Neither was Tully out 
of the way when he ſaid , No hu- 
mane thing can: feem great unto a 
wiſe man, who bath the knowledge 
of all Ftcyriity, and of the mae 
gnitude of the whole world. Bur 
| Fraucis, the Authour of the Order 
of the Franciſcans, hath a ſaying 
farce better then thar of Tully; 
The plcaſure thatis here, faith he, 
is but thort ; but the puniſhment 
| that ſhall be hereafter is infinite : 
The labour thar 1s here is but 
ſmall : but the glory which thall be 
| hercafter is Etcrnall, Take your 
| choice, Many arecalled , few cho. 
| ſen, but all rewarded according to 
| their works. 
; Tet us haſten our Repentance 
therefore whileſt we have time : It 
is better faith Guerricus , to be 
purged by water then by fire , and 
itis farrecalier : Now is the tjme 
for repentance : Let our timely Re- 
pentance therefore prevent puniſh- 
ment, 
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this place. 


True Repentance , ſaith he, 
ought not tobe in word onely, but 
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ment. Whoſoever is afraid of the 
koar froſt, the ſnow ſhall fall upon 
him : He which feareth the leiler 
derriment ſhall ſuffer a greater : 
He which will not undergo the 
light burden of Repenrance ſhall 
be forced ro undergo the moſt hea- 
vy burden and moſt grievous pu- 
niſhment of Hell. S, Gregory hath 
a ſaying to this purpoſe ; Some, 
ith be, whilft they are afraid of | 
Temporal! puniſhments, run them- 
ſelves upon Eternal! punithments. 
Hither we may adde that of Pacian, þ 
Remember, ſaith he , that in hell | 
there is no place for Confeſſion of 
finnes, no place for Repencance : | 
for then it 1s too late to repent, and 
the time is paſt 2 Make baſte there- 
fore whileſt you are in the way, We: 
are afraid of Temporal fire, and the 
Executioners hands : But what aic 
theſe to the claws of tormenting 
Devils , andthe Everlaſting hre of þ 
Hell ? The counſel of Saint Am- 
broſetoa lapſed Virgin firs well in | 


in 
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in deed; and this is true Repentance 
indeed, if thou ietteſt before thine 
eyes, from what glory thou art fal- 
len; and conhdereit with thy (elf, 
out of what book :hy name is blot- 
ted ; and believe:t , that now thou 
art near unto utter datknefle, 
where there is weeping and gnalh- 
ing of recth without end. And 
when thou art certainly perſwaded 


- that theſe things are true, as indeed 


they arc, ſecing that the Jout that 
ſinnech is in danger of heil fare, 
and there is no means, atter Bz- 


* ptiſme, left to eſcape, but onely Re- 


pentance 3 be content to ſuffer any 


labour, and to undergo any atHifQtie 


on, to be freed from Eternall pu- 
niſhment. The diſeaſes of the bo» 


; dy movethe lick man to purge his 
body : Let the diſeaſes of our ſouls 


move us alſoto take the purgation 


. of Repentance : let the deſire of our 
+ ſalvation move us : let the fear of 


Eternall death and Eterndll tofs 


' ment move us : let the hope of at- 
taining Eternall life and Eternall 
| glory move us : let us embrace that 
' which purgeth the ſoul, and let us 


elchew 


: 4; OPT”. DT ®* 


Augoſt, 


| countrey , preferring Abſtinence 
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elchew that which polluteth it. 
And nothing defiles the ſoul more 
then a filthy body. Faithfull is 
this counſel of Saint Ambroſe, 
and worthy of us to be em« 
braced. 

O Chriſt Jeſus, grant unto us 
that we may ſo poſleſle things cran= | 
firory and remporall, that finally 
we loſe not the things which are | 
Etervall : and give us grace to | 
walk in their ſteps, and to follow | 
their good example , of whom | 
S. Auguſtine ſpeaketh 3 Many there þ 
are, ſaith he, that willingly come F 
under the yoke, and of proud and F 
haughty men become humble and | 
lowly, defiring to be what before 
they deſpiſed , and hating to be | 
what before they were ; paſting by, | 
like ſtrangers , things preſent , and ” 
making haſte with greedinefle afcer |: 
things to come. They pant in their + 
running towards their Fternall | 


before Fulnefſe , Watching before 
Sleep, and Poverty before Riches, | 
accounting labour in the conqueſt 


of vices to be but pleaſure, loving 
| | their 
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their enemies, paſſing by injuries , 
and all for the hope of an Ererpall 
reward. And who then would not 

ſuffer any extremity and labour 
to purchaſe unto themlelves 
an Elernall te- 
ward! 
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Tux FourrTn 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon 
ETERNITY. 


— — 
> | ——_— 


— 


How hely David medilated upon 
Eternity, and how we ſhould 
imitate bim. 


> Hat God ſhould puniſh 

| the eApotare eAnzelr, 
and men condemned at 
the laſt day, with E- 
ternall puniſhments this hath ſeem- 
ed ſo ſtrange to ſome and fo incre- 
dible, that Origen bimſelf, a man 
otherwiſe of an admirable wit, and 
excclient learning, very well skil- 
led in Scripture , hath been ſo 
bold as to teach , That the Devils 
F and .' 


| Lib, ox. 
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and the Damned after a cettain 
time, when they thall be ſufficient 
ly purged by the fire, from their 
ſinnes, ſhall at length be reſtored 
to grace. But Saint —_— and 
others convince him and condemne 
him of this his errour, Yec notwith- 
ſtanding this errour hath found 
in the world many favourers, Cer- 
tain Hereticks called the Antti 
have difleminated and ſcattered 
it throughout Spajz , by divers 
their interpretations. Some thought 
that all the damned, others that 
Chriſtians onely, others that Ca- 
tholicks onely , others that thoſe 
onely that had been more liberall 
then others in giving of alms , 
ſhould be delivered at length 
out of Hell. Though Saint 4u- 
guſtine hath not refured theſe 
their erroutrs , yet the holy Wric 
hath done it plainly and open- 
ly. Depart from me ye cttr(ed into 
everla'ting fire : and again, And 
theſe ſhall go away into everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment , but the righte- 
ons into life Eternail. Here no 
Glofles or Interpretations will 
ſerve 
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ſerve their turn to defend their er- 
rours. Wherefore the Divine Pſal- 
miſt King David, though be de. 
lighted much in the contideration 
of both times, that which was pait, 
and that which was to come , yet 
he bad an eye more eſpecially to 
that which was to come, Mine ,,,. 
eyes, ſaith he, prevent the night - 148. 
watches : And again in another 
place, Thou holdeft mine eyes wa- pj,z 
king : T am ſo troubled that T can- 77-66 
ot ſpeck. What was it , Blefled 
Pcophet, that thus broke thy ſleep? 
What bufinefſe hadit thou to do 
fo early , before day-light ? What 
cauſed rhee ro keep filence and 
to be troubled in mind ? Hear 
what he ſaith ; F have confidered Pau. 
the dayes of old , aud the years 775* 
of ancient times , and the years 
of Eternity I have had in my 
min{4, Lo ! This was the thing 
that broke his ſleep, when he com- 
pared the years thar were paſt with 
the years which were to come, 
and with Freynity. Neither did 
he thus in the diy onely, but, calk 6. 
to remembrance , ſaich he, my ſoug 
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in the night ; I communed with 
mince own hcart , and my ſpirit 
made diligent ſearch, And what 
moved him to this nightly exer» 
ciſe > Will the Lord caft off for 
ever ? eAnd will he be favourable 
no more? Ts his mercy clean gone 
for ever? See how be fears and 
rrembles at the very conſideration 
of Eternity, how he is afraid of 
Gods judgements , leſt God thould 
puniſh him with Ercra!l punithe 
ment, And what is the end and 
effec & of this Meditation ? eArd T 
ſaid, this is mine infirmity : But T 
will remember, &c, or, Now I 
will begin. Soin an inſtant,at the 
very ſame minute, he became better 
then he was, and delayed not, nei» 
ther did he deferre his Repentance, 
and put it off til} worſe years, 


But, laith he, Now I will begin, 
now 1 will live a more godly life f* 


then 1 bave done : Helaith not, 
After ſuch an hour+%; or after ſuch a 
day, but, Now, cven now, I, will 
ſome man ſay, if I wzre as David 


| 
, 


was, if I could meditate of Eternity | 


as blefled David did , it may be 
TIE then 


upon Eternity. Ion 
then I would readily and with ala- 
crity lay with David, Now I will 
begin ; But | amo intangled wich 
daily cares, ſo hindred with world- 
ly bulinefle, ſo dittraged into di- 
vers parts one Way or other, that I 
cannot. I Itive amongſt men; I ſee 
and hear much evil 3 I have no 
time or leiſure once to have ſo good 
a thought in mind as the thought 
of Etcrnity, When we meet toge- 
ther 12 company to make merry, 
amidit our ſports, and amongſt our 
cups we never conterre abuuc ſuch 
grave points : our minds wander 
up and down about many things, 
and cannot thea fix themſelves un- 
on the coriiideration of Etcrnity. 
At our feiits and merry meetings 
we take our cups , and pleaſe our 
ſclves in making jefts : T boughts 
of Eternity are too ſevere, too ſad 
and melanchoulick to be entertain 
ed by us 3 we banith ſuch out of 
our company. We enquire , what 
news out of Italy, or France, or 
Spain. Thar which yourell us of 
ſo often concerning Heaven and 
Hell, is now clg, and grown ſtale. 
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We know ir well enough already : 
what necd you repeat it ſo often, 
till we loathe it ? So by this means 
there is no place or time left once 
cothink upon Eternity, O Chri- 
ſtian brother, it 1s true indeed 
which thou ſayeſt, I cannor deny tt: 
but I could wiſh thou wouldeſt be 
as ready and forward to amend thy 
faulr as to confefle it. It is too clear 
and manifeſt , we {ce it with our 
eyes, that there is little or no care 
inthe world of Eternity , although 
one thing or other every day till 
puts us in mtnd of it. 

The Book of the Rites and Cere- 
montes of the Church of Rome at 
the Conſecration ot their Biſhops 
doth appoint theſe words to bere- 
cited , Annos e/Fternos it: mente 
habe ; Keep till inmind the years 
of Eternity; or, Think upon Etcr- 
nity : For when the Pope new ele, 
in a ſolemn manner 1s cartted a- 
long to S. Petcrs Charch,there goes 
one before him, having in his hand 
burning flax , and ſhaking it he re- 
peateth thrice theſe words, *P ater 
vanite , fic tranſit gloria mund: : 
Holy 
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Holy Father, ſo the glory of the 
world paſſeth away.]t were a devour 
and godly praQice, if we did every 
day at the beginning and end of all 
our aQions,ſay unto our ſelves theſe 
words, Ann's Aterns ia mente 
babe 3 Think upon Eternity: Bat 


eſpecially when we are tempred un- . 


to any finne, when the Devil ug: 
[ 


geits and puts into our minds 1 


thoughts, and when our Conſcience 


is in danger of being wounded; O 
then To9ink upon Eternily. | 
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CHAP. TI, 


Divers Admenitions to think 
upon Eteim!y. 


PHitp King of Macedon ap- 
pointed a certain noble young 
man to falute him thrice every 
morning after this manner, Phj=- 
lippe,homo es : Remember, Philip, 
Thorn art but a may, That being 
put daily in mind of h:s mortality, 
he might carry himſelf towards 
mortall men like a mortall man. 
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Much more ought every good 
Chriſtian man, and true member 
of the Catholick Church be a mo- 
nitovr unto himſelf, and with due 
conſideration thrice at the leaſt 
evcry day (ay to himſelf, E1crmity 
Eternity, Eternity ! Why lo? Set 
thine houſe in order ( ſaith the Pro- 
phetto King Hegekial ) For thou 
ſha't dye and nit le. There will 
come an evening for certain , after 
which thou ſhalt ſee no morning ; 
or there will come a morning after 
which thou ſhalt (ce no evening. 
Have an eſpecial care therefore in 
all thy aRions that thou woundelt 
not thy Conſcience ; ard truſt not 
r90 farce to thoſe things that pe- 
riſh, for fzar leſt thou thy (elf roge- 
ther with them doKR likewiſe periih, 
and finally loſe the things that are 
Lternall. 

Itis acuſtomein Ge-/mary, and 
not to be diſliked, in the evening 
when a Candle is firſt lighted, 
or brought intoa room, To ſay, 
Deus ket nobts lucem IEiern2m, 


God grant unto us ith! Fiernatl: 


We lha!l do well to initate the 
Germans 
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Germans in this cultome : or ra- 
ther it 1s already in uſe, and bath 
been long ago in many parts of 
this kingdome to [:y, God grant us 
the light of heaven, It is very good 
daily to put us in mind of Etcy« 
nity. 

There is likewiſe a kind of Ercr- 
wity in Slavery and Impriſonment, 
but infamous and horrible, Ir is 
a cruel punilhament and worſe then 
death it ſelf in ſome mens judge- 

zent, to be condemned to perpetu- 
all impritonment, or to be a perpe- 
tuall Gally- fave, 

Thoſe which are oppreſſed with 
ſickneſle or other ſorrows , do like 
wiſe imagine with themſelves, that 
evcn in their ſufteciogs there is a 
kind of Eternity, Whence it 
comes to paſle that we often hear 
them utter ſuch diſtempered ſpeech» 
es as theſe, Willthis laft alwayes ? 
Shall T ſtill without end be mailed 
faſt to my bed? Shall T ſuffer theſe 
pains and ' ſorrows perpetually 2? 
Shall T alwayes be thus vexcd and 
tormentcd ? Alack ! theſe Eternities 
are but ſhort, and ſoon come to an 

Ip end, 
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end. But if it be ſo grievous to fleſſ1 
and bloud to endure flavery or im« 
priſonment here on earth , though 
bur for a-moment ( for our life is 
no longer , according to Davids 
meaſure, but a ſpan, which is very 
ſhort.) What care and diligence, 
and what circumſpeQion ought we 
to uſe, that we be not caſt into the 

riſon of hell, and into the fachom- 
ſefle pit, where there is ſlavery and 
impriſonment , pain and torment, 
to be endured throughout all ages, 
beyond all times , even-to all Eicr= 
ny ! 


CEILALIA IDES YL ILL 


CHAP.II, 


That Etcrnity tranſcends all nuns 
bers of Arithmeiick, 


T Here is 2 very common and 
well known Arithmetick , 
which children are taught when 
they firſt goto School ; and this is 
ir. Suppole there were a mountain 
of very fine ſand as big as the 
whole earth, or rather much big- 
Dol » 
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ger : Then ſuppoſe that every 
year an Angel thould take from 
this meuntain one , and bur one 
grain of ſand : How many thou- 
ſand, and thouſand , and again I 
ſay thouſand 3 yea how many 
hundred thouſand ; and yet more, 
how many thouſand millions of 
years mult there needs palle , be- 
fore it can be perceived that the 
mountain is grown lefle, or any 
whit diminithed ! Let a man thac 
is skilfull in Arithmetick fit down, 
and begin to caſt, How many 
years muit paſſe before the moun- 
tain, or half the mountain be res 
moved by the Angell. Certainly 
we cannot conceive that ever he 
ſhall be able to caſt up the. torall 
number of-the ſand. But herein 
are we miſtaken 3 for although we 
cannot conceive it pefiible to be 
done, yet it may be done, But 
Eternity exceeds this number of 
years beyond all compariſon 3 it is 
moſt certain : For b:tween a thing 
fenite aud a thing infinte there 2s 
no compa'tſun , no proportion : E- 
teyxily. bach go limits, no terms, 
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no bounds, none at all. But ſup- 
poſe the damned ſhould burn in 
H:]1! no longer , then till the 
Mountain by Grain after Grain , 
Year afcer Ycar, ſhould by the 
Angell be quite removed ; yer 
what an incomprehen{ible num- 
ber of years mult firſt patie , be- 
fore they can expe to lee the day 
of deliverance ! But (alas! ) there 
is no luch day to be expected ; 
their torments ſhall havenoend ; 
After that incomprehenſible num- 
ber of years, it ſhall be truly 
ſaid , Now begianeth their Eter- 
ity , their Fcernity is not in any 
part expired, they are as farre from 
the end of their torments as they 
were at the beginnmg. Aſter a 
thouſand years, yea after an hun«+ 
dred thouſand years there ſhall 
not be an end, or middle, or begin- 
ning of Erernity : For the mea= 
ture of Eternity is Aſmayes, The 
ſame Art of Arithmetick abour 
the buſineſſe of Eternity, a late 
D.:vine teacheth, in words ſome- 
what different, but in meaning all 


onc with the former, I therefore 
adde 
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ad.le it, becauſe a man can never 
ſuthci-n:ly think or ſveak of it . 
Conlider, faith he, whar is the 
length of Eternity. How long b th Y 
ſhall God and his Saints reign 9 
How long that the damned bu n Exe 
in Heil ? Far ever How loag is verſ.18. 
that? Imagine an hundred thou- 
ſand years. Alas ! Fhat is nothing 
in reſpeX of Eternity. Imagine 
ten hundred thouland years, yea 
ſo many ages : Yer that is nothing, 
Ete/zity is fill as long as it was, 
Imagine a thouſand Millions of 
years: And yet that is nothing, 
Etcefenity is not a whit ſhortned, 
Imagine yet more, lo006000009- 
00000000000000000000,4 thou- 
ſand, thouſand, thouſand, thou» 
ſand, thouſand, thouſand , thyyve +» 
ſand, thouſand Millions of years, 
Imagine , 1 ſay, che damned ſhould 
burn in Hell fo many years, and 
yet thou haſt not found the very 
beginning of Freraity, Imagine, 
once more,, ſo many Millions of 
Millions of years as there arc 
drops in the Sea, and yet thou 
art not come to the beginning of 
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no bounds, none at all. Bur ſup- 
poſe the damned ſhould burn in 
H.:l1! no longer , then till the 
Mountain by Grain after Grain , 
Year afcer Ycar, ſhould by the 
Angell be quite removed :; yer 
what an incomprehenſible num- 
ber of years mult firlt patie, be- 
fore they can expe& ro ſee the day 
of deliverance { But (alas ! ) there 
is no fuch day to be expected ; 
their torments ſhall havenoend ; 
After that incomprehenſible num- 
ber of years, ir ſhall be truly 
ſaid , Now begianeth their FEter- 
22:ty , their Fcernity is not in any 
part expired, they are as farre from 
the end of their torments as they 


were at the beginnmg. After a_ 


thouſand years, yea after an hun» 
dred thouſand years there ſhall 
not be an end, or middle, or begin- 
ning of Eternity : For the mea» 
ture of Eternity is Aſwayes, The 
ſame Art of Arithmetick abour 
the buſineſſe of Eternity, a late 
D: vine teacheth, in words ſome- 
what different, but in meaning all 
one with the former, I therefore 

ey adde 
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| adleit, becauſe a man can never 

| ulfici-ntly think or ſpcak of i: . 
& Conlider, faith he, whar is the 

+ length of Eternity. Huw long ry : 
e :+ ſhall God and his Saints reign ? «ic. 
How long that the damned bu n Brod 
in Hell ? Farever, How l03g Is verſ.1s. 
that? Imagine an hundred thou- 
ſand years. Alas ! Phat is nothing 
in reſpeX of Ete7nity. Imagine 
ten hundred thouland years, yea 
ſo many ages : Yet that is nothing, 
Etervity 15 (till as long as it was, 
Imagine a thouſand Millions of 
years: And yet that is nothing, 
Etefnily is not a whit ſhortned, 
Imagine yet more, lo000000000- 
00000000000000000000,4 thou- 
ſand, thouſand, thouſand, thou» 
ſand, thouſand, thouſand , rave +» 


1 | ſand, thonſand Millions of years. 
- ; Imagine, 1 ſay, the damned ſhould 
= burn in Hell fo many years, and 


yet thou haſt not found the very 
beginning of Freraity, Imagine, 
once more, ſo many Millions of 
Millions of years as there ate 
drops in the Sea, and yet thou 
art not come to the beginning ot 
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Eiernty. Such for continuance is 
the Eternity of joy into which the 
bleſled thall enter, and the Eterx's 


ty of torments which the damned - 


ſhall ſufter, O Jeſus ſpare us, ſpare 
us O Jeſus, O jeius ſave us 3 Have 
mercy upon us, O good Jelus, and 
ſuffer us not to be plunged head- 
long tato the bottomleſle pit, ro be 
tormented wich the damncd for all 
Eternity. 

But yet if God would but ſay 
unto the damned, Let the earth be 
covered with moſt fine ſand, and 
let the world be filled therewith , 
and let it be heaped up fo high 
as heaven, and then let an An- 
gel come once in every thouſand 
years, and take one grain of ſand 
out of this heape 3 When after fo 
many thouſand years as there be 
grains of ſand, the Angel ſhall have 
removed the whole heape, then will 
I deliver you out of Hell; Oh bow 
would the damned exult and re- 
Joyce, and not think themſelves 
damned ! But (alas) after ſo many 
thoulands of years, there remain 
yet more, and more, and infinite 
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more,to all Erermity, even for ever 
and ever. This is that heavy weight 
thac (o prefſerh the damned. Let 
every one therefore that finneth 
conſider with himſelf, and 2g3in, I 
ſay let him conkider, that unlefle he 


repent, he thall be pret}cd and grone * 


under this heavy weight of Etcre 
nity. 

Guiliclmus Peralius Bilhop of 
Lions, a very religious and learned 
man, hath another manner of rece 
koniag, meditating upon the innu- 
merable number ot years, through- 
out which the damned ſhall be ror - 
mented, If the damned, faith he, 
ſhould every day diſtill from thcic 
eyes but one (mail tear, and thoſe 
tears ſhould be added together day 
after day,they would at length farre 
exceed the drops of the Ocean : far 
thev have their number and mea» 
ſure and ir is eafie with God to ſay, 
So many arethe drops of the Ocean 
and no mor?2. But the tears of 
the damned exceed al number and 
meaſure. Alas ! Alas! How little do 
we think upon theſe things : How 
{jcely and wilfully do we fanne, and 
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make our (elves guilty of Eteruali 
puniihment , and that ofcentimes 
for a vey little ſhot aud filthy 
pleaſure ! 

Yet there remains one Way more 
of caſting up rhis numberlelle 
number ot years : Suppole there 
were a ſcedzle ot Parchinent a 
ſpan broad , but ſo long that it 
would begirt and incircle the 
whole Glube of the carth : And 
ſuppoſe it were written all over 
veiy clole with figures of 9. from 
one end to another ; who fo skil- 
full an Arichmetician, that can tell 
the number thereof ? What moun- 
tain ſo great, that conſilteth of fo 
many grains of duſt or ſand ? What 
Ocean ſo vaſt, that containeth 
within it ſo many drops of watcr ? 
And yet this is nothing to Eterm- 
ty 3 it Rretcheth it (eli further then 
ſo;it knows no bounds ; it 19 £x- 
rended beyond all meaſure, Bur 
how farre is it extended ? It is cx- 
tended infinitely and without end. 
It thy heart ( O Chriſtian wan) 
be not turned into a ſtone , it cans 
not but melt at the conſideration of 
thelc 
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theſe things, and the very thought 
of the bocttromletle pit and Ezer- 
2416 puniſhment will make thee fear 
and tremble, It there be any ſenſe 
in thee, here it will thew ir (elf; Bar, 
as I ſaid before, too few think ups 
on thele things 3 and coo magny live 
ſo ſecure of their ſalvation , as if 
there were no Heaven, no God, no 
H-il, n»> Erernity, Every day they 
heap Gnne upon linne, asif they 
laboured and Radyed to maxetherr 
laſt day ro excecd the former, for 
the meaſure and nu:nber of their 
finnes: And ſothey pafle unto E+ 
ternity ſporting and playing, as 
if they went to priton bur for a few 
weeks or dayes, Such men as thele, 
ſaith Saint Gyzegory , when they 
ſhould be moutning jor their 
hinnes, they are dancing for their 
pleaſure 5 and when they {ſhould be 
ſerioully meditating upon death , 
the: runne laughing unto CXecuce 
on. This is blindnetle indeed, this 
is oblivious madneſſe, For this 
ſhort life, which is but the ſhadow 
of Eternity, we labour beyond all 
meaſure; but for the lite which 
is 


p3 


* "Ws. OED 


"+ any tte i” ne 


ON 


os PAC OA NAA AE PR STO ar ret ere 


Ns a eas as Sh 24 


Is: 


— 


ms IS II 


a 


HED" 9 knhs<7 ARIES. PoE It 4 ey 
ts. Le 
- . <> 6 Oo _ "oa 


——_ 


_ 


Ono wo or, ACS IRA. 5-4 
uy IIS =” £ 


——_ 


114 The fourth (:nſideration | 


is Eternall and moſt happy , we” 
ſcarce take any pains at all : And 
yet the not obtaining of this life is. 
the incurring of Eternal! death , 
which as itis a torment more grie= 
yous then all the torments of this 
life, ſoin thisit is moſt grieyous , 
that there is no reſt or mitigation. 
of pain, no not for one ſhort hour 
in the infinite ſpace of all Erer- - 
nity, 


0022335: $$55 84S 
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What effeft and feuit the conſide- : 
ration of Eternity br iag- 
ah forth. 


Na this is it that hath made |, 

fo many good Chriſtians, and. 
ſo many holy Martyrs ſo prompt 
and ready to ſuffer any torments , * 
and any kind of death, that even 
in their greareft pains , when they 
lay wallowing n their own bloud, 
they were moſt ſtout and courage- 
ous, and with a conſtant look and 
chea:full countenance inſulted = 
their 


apon Eternity. It 


their. Tormentours : They had the 
' yedrs of Eternity in mind This 


' F is it that hath made the world 


| ſeem diftaftefull and unpleaſant un+- 
| to many, infomuch that they have 
taken their leave of all pleaſures, 
.and embraced and entertained a ſe» 
vere and ſtrict courſe of life, giving 
themſelves wholly to reading , me- 
| ditation, and prayer, and ſuch ho- 
ly- duties, minding heaven, and 
heavenly things. They had the 
| years of Eternity in mind. The 
| thought of Eternity will make 
all things in this life ſeem eafie 
and pleaſant, though to fleſh and 
+ bloud they ſeem moſt grievous and 
unpleaſant.” It makes all labours 
ſeem.light and very ſhort. Prayer, 
ſtudy, watching, and ſuch like hoſy 
* duties it commends unto us , and 
makes them ſeem amiable. It ſea- 
| fons and ſweerens hunger and 
thirſt, - It mitigares the _ - 
inchin verty. It makes a 
nn af at in this life not 
onely tolerable , but alſo gratefull 
and comfortable. Whoſoever hath 
the years af Eternity in _ 
| an 
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and imprints them within, deeper 
and deeper by daily meditation, 
ſhunneth no [:bour , neither is 
daunted with any loſſes, Offer him 
a kingdome , oficr him all the de- 
lights and pleaſures in the world 
and he will not change bis poor 
eltate and condition for them, ouch 
a man as this is never complaining : 
he endures all things , he ſubmuts 
himlelt to all, For thus he thinks 
with himſelf, What a ſmall thing 
is this or that, that or this, and of 
how ſhore continuance ! - I will 
therefore endure it patiently 5 ir 
will not laft alwayes. It is but for 
an hour , and that a very ſhort 
ene, that mine enemies here op- 
preſie me. Well, go to yedetra- 
Rours z bite me ſtill, if ye will, ye 
envious ; I will not run from y ou, 
This is your hour and the power 
of darkneſle * but I expe& the day 
of the Lord, and the day of Ercr- 


nity ; and why ſhould I affli& and - 


torment my (cf with ſorrow and 
lamcntation ? All this life is bur a 
death of one hour : The viQury 
is not dithculr , but the tijumph is 

Lternall » 


| 
FI 
* 


upon Eternity. I17 
Eternall., Why ſhould I be afraid 


of the raging waves of this troue 
bleſome world ! I have fight of the 

haven already, Now it rains and 
thunders upon the heads of the 

good and godly ; but the ſtorm will 
thortly blow over. Bur upon his 
enemies God ſhall alwayes rain 

fire and brimſtone, ſtorm and tem. 

peſt : this thall be their portion to 
arink, eAnd many of them that 9,1; 
| ſleep in the duſt of the earth (ſo *+ . 

| propheſieth Daniel ) ſhall awake z 

ſore to. everlaſting life , and ſome 

1 ſhame 5nd cuerlafiing contempy. 

\ In the old Law God commanded 
Moſes, ſaying , Make thee two ,,O.. 
wrumpets of filucr, of an whole picce 10.24 
F ſhalt thou make them. If they 
blow but with one trumpet , then 
the Princes which are heads of 
the thouſands of Iſracl , ſhall ga- 
ther themſelves unto thee. When 5, 
ye blow an alarm , then the camp 

.- BH - ſhall go forward. Unto theie two 
trumpers We may compare thele 
two words, NOW and A Le 
WAYES. This is the law of the 

| world, NOW let us be merry 
no now 
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20w let us rejoyce : vow ſet us en- 
joy our goods, whilſt we have them: 
come, let us now crown our ſelves 
with Roſes, before they be wither- 
ed z now let us leave in every place 
the figns and footſteps of our joy. 
'T hey that attend onely to the 
ſourid of this Trumpet , they thar 
have ears to hear nothing but this 
NOW, they lire for the moſt 
part ſo, as if there were no A L- 
WAYES robe followed. There- 
fore they do not remove the camp z 
amidſt their pleaſures they wilfully 
forget that they are here bur Pil- 
grims and _ : Whitherſoee 
ver the wanton fleſh inviteth them, 
they go with greedinefle : they are 
buſted altogether in heaping up 
riches and following pleaſures : 
And the ſound of this N OW 
doth ſo obtund and dull their ears, 
that they are deaf to all good coun- 
ſcls and precepts 3 and they will 
not ſo mnch as lend an ear to that 
ALWAYES which ſhall fol- 
low, But they which open their 
cars to hear, and their hearts to 
underftand, when the Church 
ſoundeth 
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ſoundeth both Trumpets ( as it 
often doth )and thereupon ſeriouſly 
conſider with themſelves, and com- 
pare together this ſhore N O W 
wich that infinite and everlaſting 
ALWAYES, they will uſe no 
delay , but preſently remove the 
Camp : they live here as Pilgrims 
and itrangers,they have their ſoyns 
girt; they remember thar they are 
in a journey 3 they ſend thei: riches 


? and pleaſures before them into 
| their Countrey which is above 3 
| they chooſe rather to enjoy them 
| ALWAYES in Heaven, then 


NOW for a ſhort time upon 
earth. Certain it is , whoſoever 
heareth attentively, and mindeth 
ſeriouſly the Alarm of the(g Trum- 


E pers, and thereupon compareth 
| ropether things preſent with things 


furure, and things tranſitory with 


| things Erernall, he will preſently 


make himſelf ready to depart , he 
will prepare himſelf a place of bu- 
riall, he will lay out his winding - 
ſheer, he will ſend for his biere , 


Z and furniſh himſelf with all things 
| neceflary for his journey, rememe- 


bring 
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bring ſtill in every place that he 1s 
paſling on the way to Eternity , 
and conferring with himſelf every 
day after this manner. How ſhall [ 
be able to give acccunt unto God 
for all my thoughts, words and 
deeds ? and, When thall I give up 
my account? and, What ſentence 
will he pafle upon me? N O W 
therefore will 1 dyeuntomy ſelf, 
that I way ALWAYEES live 
unto my felt and unto God. Well 
is it with that man , which timely 
and dayly thus thinketh upon Eter- 
#i;y. Whatſoever we do, we are 
mn, on our Way, and we do not 

now how ſhort it 15, unto the 
gate which leadeth to Eternity . 
Atrhe laſt hour of our life death 
ſhall bring us unto this gate, and 
cothpell us to enter, Ler us there- 
fore fo live as if we were alwayes 
expeCting death, that if it ſhall 
pleaſe God at any time to viſit us 
with ficknefſe, the forerunner of 
death , we may entertein it chear- 
fully, and bear it patiently, lifting 
up our eyes unto Chrift hanging 
upon the Croſſe, the true and pet» 
| fect 
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fe& pattern of Patience, and when 
the time of our diſſolution draweth 
near, praying thus : Lord Jeſu 
Rand by me and comfort me, Lord 
Jeſu be preſent with thy ſervant 
that putteth his truſt in thee, Lord 
Jeſu make me partaker of thy vis 
Qory, Lord Jeſu receive my ſpirit , 
and lead me through the darkſome 
valley and ſhadow of death, leade 
me,and forſake me not, untill thou 
haſt brought my ſoul into the land 
of the living, O thou moſt potent 
conquerour of death. O thou 
which art my light, life 


and ſalvatiog. 
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How others, even: wicked men 
themſciues, have medirated 
upon Eternity. 


He old hiftory of the 
Fathers telleth us of a 
religious man, that read= 
ing upon the nineteenth Pſalme 


© came at length , having not 


thought of it , to theſe words, 


* For a thouſaud years in iy 
# fight are but 45 yeſterday, when 
# it 7s paſt, and here ſtuck 5 For 


4 he could not conceive a reaſon, 
| why a thouſand years and one 
# day ſhould be compared together. 
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> Whereupon they ſay thete - was a 


little bird ſent þy God , which 'fo 
&@ > ._ ay 
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Wt {| raviſht the man with her ſweet ſing- 
| [ ing, that though he heard her ſing 
Wo! 


a very great while together, yet he 
thought the fame yery ſhort, ſcarce 

Jebs 3. a ihort hour long. The wind blows 

" th where it lifleth, Not good men 
onely have with holy David medi- 
tated upon Ftcrnity, but even wick- 
ed men alio , and thoſe oftentimes 
againſt their will. 

Beneaiftus Renanus reports of a 
vain and ungodly fellow, a very 
Epicure and mere worldling, which 
never uſed to faſt or watch , one. 
that could not endure the want of 
any thing, but eſpecially ſleep, Up- 
on a certain night, it ſeemeth , this 
fellow could not ſleep as he was | 
wont , being much troubled with 
unuſuall dreams : ſo he turned him- | 
ſelf upon his bed from one fide to þ 
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another, and could not by any | 
means get any reſt ; then he wiſhed | 
it were day. But here the wind of ' 
the Lord began to blow, though | 
it were in a ſtrange land : for good | 
rhoughes were very rare in this # 
man. Being weary with watch- |; 
ing, and finding no eaſe or reſt 1 { 
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all, thus he began to think with 
himſelf : Would any be hired upon 
any condition to lie thus two or 
three years together , in darknefle, 
withour the company of friends, 
rhough his ſicknelſe were not very 
grievous ? Would he be content eo }. 
want his ſport and piayes fo long 2? 
Would he be content to. be bound 
to his bed, though it were a fea- 
ther-bed, or a bed of doun, and 
never titrre abroad to ee any lights 
or thews, or make merry with his 
trÞnds? I think no man would, 
And ſhall I alone amongſt ail men 
enjoy rett and pleature by an eſpe- 
ciall. priviledge , and have no 
ſen'e of grief and ſorrow ? Surely 


Z no. Will I, nill I, needs I mutt 
* ſometime or other lie down upon 


the bed of hicknetle , unlefſe 1 be 
fuldenly caken away by death, 


7 which Gol forbid, ( This was a 


god wind , theſe were 8991 cogi- 


# tations) Bur wha: hed thill I have 


next, when death thail thruſt 


7 me our of this? My body muſt 
rot under earth ; For this is the 
” condition of all inen after death. 
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Bur what ſhall become of my ſoul 
in another world ? Surely all men 
do not go to the ſame place after 
death, Do not ſome go one way, 
and ſome another ? Is there not an 
Hell as well as an Heaven? Wo ar 
alas ! What kind of bed ſhall the 
damne} find in Hell ? How many 
years ſhall they lie there ? In 


what yaar after their f:rſt entrance 


ſhall the flames ceaſe and be pur 
out ? Afluredly. Chriſt doth not 
o:::zy in word threaten to caſt the 
wicked into * everlaſting fire , but 
will alſo caſt them indeed. This 


thing is certain and very manifeſt, | 
T herefore the damned ſhall burn |þ 


in Heil for ever. Therefore, a 


thouſand , and a thouſand , and F 
again I fay a thouſand years will | 
not ſuffce to purge away the finnes 
of this ſhort life. Therefore they | 


thall never ſee the Sunne any more, 


nor Heaven, nor God, being moſt | 
miſerable Eternally and without | 
end, With ſuch thoughts as theſe | 


this man became fo vigilant and 
watchfull , and proceeded ſo farre, 
that nighe and day he could 


not þ 
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could not be arreſt, but Eternity 
did Rill runne in his mind. Fain 
indeed he would have ſhaken off 
the choughts thereof , as gnawing 
worms ; but he could not, There« 
fore he followed ſports and pa(- 
times, went to merry meetings , 
ſought our companions like him- 
ſelf, and fate oftentimes ſo long at 
his cups, that he laid his conſcience 
aſleep, and ſo ſeemed to take 
ſome reſt ; But when he came a- 
gain unto himſelf , his conſcience 
beinz awakened did preſently ac- 
cuſe him, and ſuggeſt unto him 
afreih ſorrowſull thoughts of Z- 
teraity. Thus finding no rett, he 
reſolved at length to amend his 
* manners, and to betake himſelf to 
© a better courſe of life. And thus 
þ hebegan to reaſon with himſelf , 
' Miſerable man that I am, what do 
I here? I ſo enjoy the world, 


& | that indeed I enjoy ir not ; I fuf- 


| fer many things 1 would not, I 
| want many things which I fain 
' would have; I ſerve like a flave; 
| but who will pay me my wages ? 


1þ I fee well enough how the world 
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rewardeth thoſe that love it , and 
do all their lives nothing elſe but 
ſerve it. But ſuppoſe [ had the 
fruition of all the delights and 
pleaſures in the world that my 
heart could with : what certainty 
can I have how long they thall 
laſt? I am notcertain whether L 
ſhall live till ro morrow or no: 
Dayly Funerals ſufficiently prove 
this, Oh Ererairy, if thou wert 
not ! Oh Frernity , If thy place 
be not in Heaven, though. it be 
on a ſoft down bed, thou canit 
not but be bitter and unplea- 
fanr, Ir is true indeed?, it is a 
hard matter to withdraw our 
ſelves away from thoſe things 
whereunto we are accuſtomed , 
whether it be feaſting , or drink- 
ing, or company-keeping, or ſuch 
like ; Bur whileſt we delay and 
deferre the time, death may pre- 
vent ns, and take us away from 
all theſe. Why then _ doſt rhou 
delay ! Why doſt thou not impoſe 


an honeſt and happy neceflity | 


upon thy ſelf ! Why dolt thou 
not rclolve thus preſently with 
| thy 


— 
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. things 
vile unto us, 


3 
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God I live, 


cVcr. 


thee. 


To conclude, he did as he faid, 


he took his leave of the world, he 
changed the courle of his life, and 


” ſo lived and died an honeſt and 


oodly man. 
Oh Etcrnity, How few are they 
that chink thus ſeriouſly upon thee ! 


| Bur certainly there are very few, 
| ſcaree any that weigh and con» 


lider well with thenrelves , whar 


| thou art, and ſo continue and 
| perſiſt in thac conlideratiovrs We 


after all other 
: onely Eternity ſeemeth 
and not worth 
the looking after. Our thoughts 


ſeek earneſtly 


; runne after riches 3 and yer the 


| polleHon of them is very uncer» 
{tain 3 We know not how ſoon 
| G 5 they 


129 
thy ſelf ? Well , I will be another 
man then I have been, if it pleaſe 
This life laſteth no: 
long 3 but Eternity endurcth for 
I mult walk now in a new 
way 3 Iam reſolved upon it ; And 
Now I begin. Where art thou ble(- 
ſed Eternity ? I am ſecking for 
thee, I am travelling towards 


at 


Fa. 
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they ſhall forſake us , or we them. 
We are ambitious after honours ; 
and yer they are flippery, and ſoon 
ſlide away trom us, We are in love 
with pleaſures : and yet they have 
ſorrow and bitterne(le in their lat- 
xr end, We deſire reit : but ft is 
of no long continuance, We knit 
the knot ct friendihip with others: 
but ic is ſuch as death ſhall quickly 
diflolve. We are never well bu: 
when we are converling with 
others : but our converſation 1s ne- 
ver in Heaven , where it ſhould be. 
We ſcek for abundance : but it is 
there, where it will ſoon fail. Bu: 
ſurely if we did more often and 
{erioftly think upon Eternity , we 
ſhould not have ſuch a fervent de- 
fire after things of (o ſhort conti- 

Terward. nuance. I call Saint Bernard to 
witnefle , who ſaith thus, He that 
longeth after things Etcrnall, 
cannot buy: loathe things traue 
ſitory. 

T here Fre that hare often in 
their mouthes I know not wha: 
Leernity , that wil! promiſe and 
iwear and make good reſolutions 


of 
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of amendment, and ſay thus ; As 
long as Jlive, I will beware of 
ſuch a place, or ſuch a place, where 
1 fave formerly Beet rempred to 
finne ; I will never come near ſuch 
a man, or {uch a woman , or ſuch 
a, one that was my companion in 
evil, I will never come near him 
aSlong as I live;As long as I live, 
I will never g6'to fach' and ſuch 
meetings , where there uſeth co be 
gluttohny and drankennefle , dan- 
cing, chambering and wantonnefle, 
and ſuch like. I: ſhall ſuffice me 
that I have been there once, and 
again, and perhaps ofcner 3 that T 
hve done a&the company did; that 
T have finned with ſuch and ſuch, 
Theſe are good reſolutions : In 
tis I commend thee, O man 3 Be- 
cauſe (inne is to be feared, thou doſt 
weil in purpoſing to avoid the oc- 
calion of finning : and I could with 
!How wert as religious in obſerving 
what thou hatt promiſed, as thou 
art ready ts promiſe, Bur(alas !) 
atter a day or two, yea an hour or 
two, too forgertuil of thy promiſe 
and goed reſolution, thou dolt 
again 
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again the very ſame thing which 
lately thou gidſt dereſt,abhorre and 
forlwear. T herefore betore thou 
makeſt a vow to promiſe unto God, 
it isgood to ule due conſideration 
and forefight 3 and when thou haſt 
made a yow or promiſe unto God , 
it is neceſſary to uſe after-care aud 
Chriſtian fortitude in performance. 
Thou muft promiſe nothing raſhly 
and unadviſedly unto God : Bur 
what thou haſt promiſed thou muſt. 
religiouſly and conſtantly keep and 
obſerve, How ſevere God is in pu- 
niſhing ſuch as break their vawes 
and promiſes., we are ſufficiently. 
taught by the wofull experience and. 
lamentable example of others... 


CHAP, 


. Which will needs ere&t up unto 
themfelves an heaven out of hea1- 


3 


upon Elernity, 132 


CHAP. I, 


The compariſon of mans lahnurs 
a'ld the ſpiders, one with 
anther, 


Here is another Eternity, and 
that the worſt of all, which 
thoſe men promiſe to chemſelves, 


ven, and bebletled before they be 

dead. }Yyereſore bear the word of la.zs. 

the Lord, ye ſcornfull men, ſaith 45: 

the Prophet I/ſaiahs Becauſe ye 

have ſaid, We have made 4 CVs 

nant with death, and with hell 

we are at agreement. O ye mad- 

men ! How vain and none at all, 

is this your Eternitie! There is no- 

thing permanent and perpetuall in 

tals priſon, Elegantly doth the 

Kingly Prophec declare” this , 

Ve ſpend our years , laith he, ratge 

as a tale that is told gc. weſpend ” 

ot years in muſing, lik: the Spi- 

der, ( far (o ſome reade it ) He 

could not have declarcd it better , 

and in: fewer words. For what 
are 
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are all our years but a continual 
muvngy, and weariſome exerciſe ? 
All the time of our life is conſumed 
and waſted away with vain labours, 
many ſorrows, ſundry fears, often 
ſulpicions, and innumerable trou- 
bles : Even as the Spider ſpend- 
ech her (elf in the weaving of her 
web. Our labours are continu- 
all, linked one unto another ; our 
ighs and groans continuall, part- 
iy in the purſuing of our profits 
and pleaſures, and partly in the 
removing and eſchewing thoſe 
things which we count evil. We 
do man» things , we undertake 
many labours , troubleſome and 
orievous to be born, and mean 
while (alas! ſuch is our folly) we 
perceive not that we do but weave 
the Spiders web, taking a great - 
deal of pains , with little ſuccefle, 
to no end of purpoſe. 377 pita 
0:r:'\years tu muſing like the Spi» 
der. It is a great deal of pains 
and -care that the Spider taketh in 
weaving of ber. web, the runnetb 
much and ofren up and down , 
the fercherh a..compaſſe this way 
| DD 


" 
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and that way, and returneth ofien 
to the (ame point , the ſpendeth 
her felt in a multitade of fine- 
ſpun threads, ro make her felf a 
round Cabinet ;; the exenterateth 
her ſelf, and worketh out her ow: 
bowels, to make an artificiall and 
curious piece of wotk , whici 
when it is made, is apt to be 
blown away with ever puffe of 
wind ; ſhe hangeth ir up aloft , ſhe 
faſtenerh ir tothe roof of the kouſe, 
the ſtrengrhenerh it with many a 
threed, wheeling often round abour, 


| not ſparing her own bowels , but 


ſpending them willingly upon her 
work. And when ſhe hath done 
all this, ſpun her fine threeds, 
weaved them one within another, 
wrought her ſelf a fine Canopy, 
hanged it alofe, and thinketh all 
is ſure; on a ſudden inthe twink- 
ling of an eye, with a light ſweep 


| of 'a beeſome all falleth o rhe 


ground , and ſo ber labour periih- 
eth, Bzt here 1s not all : Poor 
Spider ! the is either killed in her 
own web, or elſe ſhe is taken in 
ner own ſnare , baſed to death 

2: and 
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and trod under- foot, Thus the (1]- 
ly Animal may be truly ſaid, either 
ro weave her own winding ſheer, 
or to make a ſnare to hang her 
ſelf, Jutt ſo do many men , like 
the Spider, waſte and conſume 
themlelves , to get preferment , to 
enjoy pleaſures, to gather riches, 
to kcep them , and to increaſe 
them. In ſuch projeQs they ſpend 
all their wit., and ofrentimes the 
healths of their bodies , running 
up and down , labouring and 
{weating, carking and caring, 
wearying themſelves , and weak» 
ning their bodies, even as the Sp1- 
der doth by ſpinning out of her 
own boweis. And when they 
have done a{l this , they have bur 
weaved the Spiders web to catch 
flies, Yea , ofrentimes they are 
cavght in their own nets, they 
are inſtruments of their own mii- 
chief: The dayes of mirth which 
they promiſe unto themſelves, 
prove cftentimes the dayes of 
mourning : 'Þ hat which they call 
their palace , becometh their bu- 
rying place, So we ſpend our 

years 


et 


#pon Eternity. 137 
years iu muſing like the Spider, I 
(:y in mufing, tor the moſt part : 
For we often purpoſe to do many 
things,and do them not, And what 
we do, moſt an end were better 
undone. Thoſe things which we 
purſue with ſuch grecdinefle , for 
the moſt part fly from us;and thoſe 
things which we contend for with 
ſuch earneitnefle, we feldome attain 
to : But ſuppole we did, ( Alas! ) 
they have no perpetuity, So the x, ,, 
covenant with death ſhall be dif- 18. 
ann'uled, and the ag: eement with 
bell (ail not ſtand. We all conſume 
away and dye: and which is worft 
of all,we blindly ruſh headlong in- 
to Eternity from when ce there 1s 
no return. 
Guerricus heating theſe words 
rexd in the Church out of the book 
of Geneſts, And all the dayes Gen.5-s 
that Adam lrved were nine but 
dred axd thiily years 5: And he s, 
azed. eArd ail the daye' of Seth 
were nine hnidred ant twelve 
jears* tA-d he dy:d. and all '* 
the dayes of Enos were nine hun- 
drea aad five years : And he 
ayed 
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123 The fifth (onfideration 
aied. And all the dayes of Methu+ 
fſelah were !tine hundred ſixty and 
nine years : And he dyed, oe. 
Hearing, 1 ſay, theſe words read , 
the very conceit of death wrought 
ſo ſtrongly upon him, and made ſo 
deep an impreſſion in his mind,that 
he retired himſelf from the world , 
and gave himſelf wholly to his de- 
yotions, that ſo he might die the 
death of the godly, and arrive more 
ſafely at the haven of Erernall 
felicity , which is no where to be 
found in this world, 


S$$92$224 $659 764 
CHAP. II. 


What is the beſt © ueſlion in 
the Werld, 


Aint Matthew tefleth us of a 
young man that came unto 
Chriſt, and propounded a queſtion 
unto him, And Saint Mark de- 
{cribeth the manner of his coming 
to our Saviour, and his good carti- 


- age. For, ſaith he, There 8ame one 


Y HR 


pon Eternity, Io9 
ruuning and kneeled to him , and 
asked him, Good Maſter, what ſhall 
I do that T may inheris Eternall 
life ? And our Saviours anſwer was, 
Thou knoweſt the (ommandments ; 


If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 1 g, 
Commanidments, At Philippi 4 Cie Matt, 


ty of Macedonia , the keeper of the 


down before Paul and Silas , and 
moved this queſtion unto them, 
Sirs, what mufl I do 10 be ſaved ? 
This was a very good queſtion 3 A 
better and more profttable could 
not be moved, But, O good God, 
where is this queſtion now in the 
world > The world is full of other 
queſtions : but this is ſcarce any 
where to be heard. Moſt men do 
now adayes betray themſelves by 
their own queſtions, and bring to 
light, and ſo make others witnefſes 


| of th ir {implicity, or curioſity, or 


ſome ſuch hidden diſeaſe of mind. 
He which maketh diligent ſearch 
and enquiry where the beſt wine 
is to be fold, doth ſufficiently de- 
clare what he loves beft, and wher- 
his chiefelt care is Another ask-:*: 

ſuch 


19,27» 
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priſon came trembling , and fell 127. 
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ſuck queſtions as a modeſt man 
would bluſhto hear : And rhis man 
ſhews that his hearr is full, and thar 
out of the abundance thereof his 
mouth ſpeaketh. All mens mouthes 
in all places are full of queſtions 
ſuch as rheſe are : But it is a rare 
thing to hear one man ask another 
this queſtion, Do you think this is 
the way to heaven-It is a fault com- 
mon to every vicious man , but 
more proper ro the libidinous and 
luftfuli, the luxurious and riotous 
man, though he be plunged into the 
deep, and begins to link and to be 
overwhelmed, yet ſeldome or never 
ro enter into a ſerious conſideration 
with himſelf, and with a fincere 
mind ask himſelf this queſtion, 
Shall I ever think to obtain Etrer- 
nall telicity by this courſe of lite? 
Is this the way to heaven ? Bur >< 
all men, thoſe eſpecially leaſt think 
upon ſuch queſtions as theſe, rhole 
I ſay, that live a loft. life, fare de 
liciouſly, and wallow in pleaſures, 
that 'ecl little or no ſorrow. and af- 
AiRion, or if they do at any. time 
fel never ſv littie, labour what they 


CAll 
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upon Eternity. I4T 


can to be fen(clefle of it. To ſuffer, 
they count the greatett of all evils. 
[t it goes well with them, they care 
not how it fares with others, If it 
be well with them for the preſent, 
they take no care what ſhall toilow 
after. They never once think upon 
Eternity, This is their daily ditty, 
The heaven ef heavens % the Lords, 
but the carth he hath given to the 
ſonnes of men, | hey want neither 
ſtrength of body or mind, by which 
to eſcape rhe hands of men : Bar 
God hath long hands, he ſhall ſure- 
ly find them out ; they muſt ap- 
pear before him whois the Judge 
of all the world ; they cannot eſcape 
his judgement 3 they ſhall ſurely 
ſuffer Eterna!l puniſhments for their 
wickedneſſe and their offences. But 


if God in his ſecret judgement 


caiteth away any man as ,a repro- 
bate, and (uffereth him to live af. 
ter his own luſt and pleaſure 3 He 
giveth him his portion of proſperity 
and felicity in this life , he ſpareth 
bim here, that he may puniſh him 
hereafter. Anditf at any time he 
doth any thing that is good , he 

preſently 


142 Thefifth (onfderation 


preſently receiverh his reward. Of 
| ſuch unhappy-happy men the King. 
s . P/el.73, ly Prophet ſaith thus, They are no! 
'. 4+ qn trouble as other men : nether 
are they plagued like other men. 
Plat. ,, i heygo a whoring with their own 
00.3914 , : Ex . 
inventions. And this is a molt mi. If 
ſecrable Rate and condition of life I 
if there be any, For whom God Jþ 
hath predeſtinated to bring into the [| 
way of Fiernall happineile , he If 
ſpareth him not here in this life, I 
but ſcourgeth him daily. I might IÞ| 
bring infinite examples to prove I! 
this : I will name but one ; but the JÞ! 
like, I think, hath not been ſeen or | 


heard of in many ages. 


$$52$$$4f:$$$S$S4ÞÞ 
CHAD. III, 


How God punifheth here , that he YÞ 
may ſpare hereefter. A ſtrange } 
example,the like hath ſcarce 
at any time been 
heard of. 


= the year of our Lord one | 
thouſand one bundred eighty | 
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ve Axdronicus Emperour of the 
Eaſt being overcome and taken pri- 
oner by Iſaac Angelo, had two 
heavie iron chains put about his 
neck , was laden with fetters and 
{ ſhackles, and was moſt barbarouſly 
and deſpitefullly uſed, and at length 
[in this manner was brought before 
the forenamed 1/aac. Before whom 
E complaining of bis hard uſage , he 
' was delivered over to the multicude, 

| :0 be abuſed at their pleaſure. They 

| being ſet on fire with anger,thought 
ir a fne thing to be revenged of 
their enemy : And thus they uſed 
him. They buffetted him, they ba- 
finadoed him, they pulled him by 
the beard, they twitchr his bair 
rom his head, they daſhed out his 
eeth, they dragged him in publick, 
they made him a laughing-ſock,, 
They ſuffered women to beat him 
"With their fiſts. Then they cut of his 

{ \Dght band, and being thus maimed, 
'they thruſt him into the dungeon of 
MHeeves and robbers, without cicher 
Heat or drink or any other thing 
Kat was neceſſary , or any oneto 
Bok after him. Ajter a few dayes 
Es they 
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they put out one of hiseyes , and 
being thus ſhamefully mangled, ha- 
ving one eye put out, and one hand 
cut off they put upon him a very {0- 
ry ſhort Coat, thaved his head, fer 
him upon a ſcabbed Camel with his 
face towards the tail, pur upon his 
head a Crown oi Garlick . made 
him hold in his hand the Camels 
tail in ſtead of a Sceptrezand fo they 
carried him through, the Marker- 
place vety l.iſurely,with great pomp 
and trium:h, And here the moft 


impuden: baſe, and vile amongſt | 


the people. like falvages, after an 1n- 
bumane ſort fell upon him, nothing 
at all conſidering , that not paſt 
three dayes before he was no lee 
then an Emperout, crowned with a 
Royall Diadem, commended, wor- 
ſhipped, honoured, yea and adored 
of all men. Nothing at all regard= 
ing the oath of Allegeance , they 
raged and were mad upon him, 
and their rage and madnefle fitted 
every man with inſtruments of 
miſchief againſt him, Some ſtruck 
bim off the head with clubs, 0s 
thers filled his noſtrils with dirt , 

"__. __a_ 
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ſponges upon his face firſt ſoaked 
in the excrements of man and 
beaſt, others runne him into the 
tides with ſpits. Some threw ſtones, 
others threw dirt at him : ſome cal- 
led him mad dog, others called him 
tool and blockhead, An impudent 
woman running out. of a kitchin 
with a kettle of fcalding water in 
her hand, poured it upon his head 
as he paſſed by : There was none 
which did not ſome miſchief or 
other to him. At length they 
brought him to the Theatre to 
make him a laughing-ſtock, took 
him down from the Camel, and 
hanged him up by the heels between 
two pillars. Thus, poor Emperour, 
baving ſuffered a thouſand indigni- 
ties, yer bore them patiently,carry= 
ing bimſelf like a man, and a true 
Chriſtiana Champion, He was ne» 
ver heard all the while to lament , 
or cry out of his hard fortune ; for 
it had been to no purpoſe, He was 
all the while caſting up his account, 
which he was to make unto God, 
and begging pardon for his finnes, 
He was beard to ſay nothing but 

I H onely 
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onely this, and this he ſaid often , 
Domine mi(ereie, Domine miſerere, 
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy. 

Unhappy Ardronticns which walt 
compelled to ſuffer ſuch things! But 
happy in this that thou didit ſuffer 
things ſo patiently, as being the juſt 
reward of fin ! 

When he was hanged up , one 
would have thought their malice 
ſhould have ceaſed : but they ſpared 
him not then, as long as he lived 
For they rent his coat from his 
body, and tofled him up and down 
with their hands, tearing him in 
pieces with their nails. One: more 
cruell then the reſt runne his ſword 


through his belly and guts as he | 
was hanging. Iwo others, totry F 


whoſe (word was ſharpeſt , thruſt 


him through the back, leaning up- 
on their {words with beth their þ 
hands, Here the moſt miſerable Þ 
unhappy Emperour with much ado F 
lifred up his miimed hand co his Þ 
mouth , to ſuck out the bloud, as Þ 
ſome thought , from the freſh and 
bleeding wound, and fo ended his | 
life miſerably. After ſome few Þ 

dayes þ 
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dayes he was taken down from the 
gibber , and thrown under one of 


"the arches of the Theatre like a 


beaſt, till ſome that had more hu- 
manity in them then :hereſt , re- 
moved him ; but yet notwithitands 
ing he was not ſuffered to be buri- 
ed. Oh Andronicus ! Oh thou Em- 
perour of the Eaſt ! How much 
walt thou bound unto God , whoſe 
will it was that for a few dayes 
thou ſhouldſt ſuffer ſuch things, thar 
thou mightelt not periſh for ever ! 
Thou waſt miſerable for a ſhort 
time, that thou mighteit not he 
miſerable for all Eternity, I make 
no doubt but thou hadſt the years 
of Etcrnity in mind , ſceing that 
thou didit (uffer ſuch things ſo con- 
{antly and courageouſlly. 

Nicetas Choniates is mine Au- 


| thour, from whom [I borrowed this 
* lamentable hiſtory ; and he lived 
about the ſame time, when this 
- happened, 


Let us Chriſtians keep alwayes 


* in mind the years of Eternity. So 
! whatſoever adverſity or afflition 
| happencth , we ſhall more calily 
: Y 2 bear 
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bearit. Every thing is ſhort, if we 
2 c#7,4, Compare it with Eternity. For our 
17. light affliction, which 4s hut for a 
moment , worketh for us a farre 
more excecding , and Etcrnall 
weight of glory. Hereupon S, «Au» 
Auguſt, guſtine cryeth out and prayeth ſo 
earneſtly, Domine , hicurc, hic ſc- 
ca, modo in aternam parcas 3 Lord, 
ſear me here, lance me here, ſo thou 
ſpareſt me hcreaficr. And Fulgen- 
Fen, tigs,though a moſt holy man,draw- 
ing near unto his death, threeſcore 
and ten dayes before he died, was 
often heard to cry out , Done, da 
emihi modo patientiam, & poſtea in- 
dulgentiam z Lord grant mepatience 
here , and caſe hereafter. Theſe 
were his words and prayers evento 
the laſt gaſp, Cerrain it is, God 
ſpareth them leaft of all, whom he 
determineth to take unto him- 
ſelf, to dweil with him 
throughout all 
Eterujty. 
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THE SIXTH 
CONSIDERATION 
upon 


ETERNITY. 
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How the Holy Scripture in many 
places teacheth us to meditate 
upon Eternity. | 


RAS He Kingly Prophet, 
N ſpeaking of the wice 
She ked, (aich, T hat they 

a walk on cvery fide, 
- S's or, in dcircuis. This 
is their manner of life : They go 
from feaſt to feaſt , from delights 
to delights, from wickednefle to 
wickedneſſe, This is their Circuit. 
And when they think they have al» 
molt finiſhed their Circuit of wice 
Fednefle, and gone over the round 
of their luſt, they begin again, re= 
turning Rill to their former y_ 
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till death ſtealeth upon them be- 
fore they be aware. 

The children of Fo5 made this 
law amongſt themſelves, to feaſt 
one another round, every one in his 
courle. "The good man their father 
obſerved and knew very well, that 
this their fealting round could not 
be viithout finne ; Ani therefore he 


Tb: 5« ſent, and ſantificd them , and roſe 


ud carly i the morring, and cjjered 
buris offerings accordirig 10 the 
number of them all, As therefore 
the wicked dlight and rejoyce In 
evipg tlio Circuit of their pleaſure 3 
So God linzll appoint them a cir- 
C1430 £0 3 but it thall bea care 
cuit of corments , and that perpe- 


cuall an 


d E:criall. Blefled David 


fore-ſaw this likewiſe : For ſaith 


> Pſal77. 0%, Thinc arrows went abroad : 
$7.19. The ire of thy thunder was 


hear4 in the Hcaven , or , round 


abut. 


Famine, Ware , Pcitilence, 


Sorrows, Diſealtes , Calamities, 
D:ath ir iclf, and ail Adverlities 
whatſocyer happen befoie the firlt 


caeath , 


Lord - 


1re the Arrows of the 
but they flie over : they 
have 


a a Mae a 


upo Eteridly. I51 


have wings, and they quickly flye 
from one to another. Bur the voice 
of his thunder, the yoice of his 
anger and fury ſhall continually 
roar in the priſon of Hell , and 
like a wheel runne round withour 
wearing , for all Eternity, LIhis 
wheel , as if it were filled with 
Gun-pawder , when it hath cnce 
taken fire, ſhail burn for ever and 
ever. 4 fire 3s kindled in mite 
anger, ant ſhall burn unto the 
towef Hell. There is alſo anotier 
circuit and that like wiſe 's Etcr- 
za!l : from unutterable coid to 
intolerable hear, and from heat 


back again to cold. D70:8573 and Fol 14. 


heat conſame the ſaow-waters (lo '? 


ſaith Fob ) an4 {vu doth the grave 
theſe that have fancd, S.MAthew 
fionifieth it more exprefly by the 


g xaſhing of teeth , and wetpingot eng 
eyes, That we may more fully fer 13. 


out this horrible and incompre- 
henfible wheel , order requireth 
that we ſhew how the Church a= 
oreeth with the holy Scripture in 
this, as the holy Fathers agree with 
the Church, We have here divers 


H 4 g00d. 
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good admonitions from all theſe, 
which it we attend unto, we can- 
not ealily let Z:ernity ſlip out of 
our memory, 


PPEHPHEE$: SOLPEIS 


CBAP.qI. 


The anſwers of the boly Fathers 
and the Church about 
this, 


F all the holy Fathers which 
'©; have lived in divers ages, we 
ſhould do well to hearken unto five 
eſpecially, Auguſtine, Chiyſoſtome, 
G7eeory, Bernard, Lanrentins Fur 
[tnanuse 
The firſt queſtion here ( which 
yet may ſeem a vain and a fooliſh 
one) is, Which is eafter, and more 
tolerable to ſuftcr pain in the head, 
eyes or teeth; to be troubled with 
the ſtone ; ro be pained with the 
wind Cholick, or I/taca Paſſin, or 
any other acute diſeaſe ; neither ro 
{Jeep night nor day, but to be ror+ 
mented continually without any 
reſpite for three dayes together, 

The 


an Ed. adn. lth. it 
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'Fhe queſt on now is, I ſay, Which 
is eaſter, whethe: ro ſuffer the pains 
now mentioned , or elſe to eat a 
picce of a fiſh, which is made bitter 
bv the breaking of the Gall, This 
may (ce a very ridiculous and 
moiſt idle quettion, For , how 
much ſweeter is it to eat ſuch a 
whole fiih, rather then ſuffer thofe 
ſo grievous torments though bur 
for one day ! The bitternefJe of 
the fiſh will not endanger a mans 
life, nor make him ſick , but leave 
onely a bitrer taſtein thz mouth, 
which is unplealing ro it, Ir is truly 
anſwerrd. And yer how many thou- 
ſands of men make choice rather 
of the former | For, How ofcen doth 
the Preacher teach and exhort, 
cry out 'nd {peak plainly 1 Chriſtie 
an bcethron , conlider well with 
your (clvcs and look about you, 1 he 
Eternall (ſalvation of your ſoul is 
in queſtion : If you waik this way, 
you muſt afſuredly look for Eter- 
2.411 torments : Chriſt hath ſhewed 
you another way both by his Life 
and DoQrine.Return therefore and 
repent, you have gone long enough 

H x altcays 


Pre” _- H . -—_—_ | —_ 
a re OD. lt 2: a — 


154 The fxth Confideration 


aftray : You may if you will have 
entrance into Heaven z if you be 
ſhure out , ir is your own fault : 
God is not wanting to thoſe that 
are willing. It is true indeed, There 
is ſome bitterneſle in _uling abſti- 
nence and faſting, in confeſſing 
of ſinnes, in Feeping the body un- 
der, inſerting a ftr1& watch over 
thy ſenſes, in conquering ones 
ſelf, in living chaſtely and conti- 
nently. This is no eafie task 3 
bur ler it be what it will , we muſt 


Ine 24 ſufferic. Onght 110t Chriſt to have 


ſuffered theſe things, and ſo 10 enter 
into his glory ? Let not a little and 
ſhort labour tetrifie us 2 it is but 
for a few years, or it may be bur 
a few dayes, that ,weareto do and 
ſuffer valiantly 3 but our joy and 
reſt ſhall be Etcyrnall, He over= 
cometh all , whoſoever overcom- 
cth and conquereth himſelf , cone 
raineth himſelf, and refſeth his 
evil and violent paſſions ; and al! 
this for Chriſt , for Heaven , for 
bleſled Eternjty, Chriſt after his 
reſurretion found his Diſciples 
eating fiſh broikd upon the coals ; 

To 
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upon Ftermng. I5s 
© | To teach them how great things 
[- they ſhould afterwards ſuffer z and 
that they were not to think of + 
if iott and eafie life , but that they 
( were to be ftoned , whipped, cru- 
[- cified, have their skin pulled over 
g their ears; that this was the way 
- to a joyfull reſurretion, and to 
C the participation and fellowſhip of 
: Eternity with the bleſſed ; thar 
[- all other things were ſmall and 
3 of no worth in compariſon of im- 
| mortality , and that bleſlednefle , 
b which yer eye hath never ſeen. 
4 Theſe things are ofcen ſpoken of , 
d but they are little regarded. This 
UT filh , bitter with the overflowing 
ts of the gall, that is, worldly crofles 
1d and the ſufferings of this life , is 
d B® oftenſet before us; but it goeth 
r= | againſt our ſtomach , we canner 
1- K® endure to taſte of it. Fternily is 
n- | athing we often hear of , weof- 
is | ten reade of, it is continually prea- 
i! | chedunto us, and often repeated : 
Xx # but weeither hear not, - or believe 
is ® not, or regard not 3 orif we dy.for 
es ® Aatime, thecares of the world ſoon 


put ic out of 'our minds, and we 
I . : bury 
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bury it in oblivion, Burt again, 
the Conſcience often piayes the 
Preacher , and recalls co our mind 
theſe wholeſome leſſons, is inſtant, 
dehorts , reproves 3 but prevails 
nothing. All is in vain. For many 
are ſo obſt inate and perverſe, that 
neither the Preacher nor their own 
Conſcience can work upon them, 
But ſome are ſo impudent, that they 
will ſer themſelves in oppoſition , 
and reply thus, Let it go well with 
us here, and we carenot : We ntte 
ther know nor care what (hall come 
bereafter , we are all for preſent 
profits and pleaſures : uo Man 7 
turneth again from the dead,net her 
was it ever known ihat any one 
came back again eut of hell : Come 
therefore, let us eat, drink, and be 
merry, ttt us enjey our goods and 
take our pleaſure, T heleare the 
worldlings Dittiess; Bur let S, 4u- 


Laſtine Cetermine this queſtion z 


Melius eb modica amaritudo tis 
faucibus, quim Fiternmiirmen- 
them tz wiſceribus: Betrer it as,(aith 
he, to ſuffer a little bitterneſſe in 
the mouth, then Eternal torments 

in 
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and pleafant dream , and be afrer 


would he think ſuch a dream were 
to be defired? And yer ſaith the 


life to the lifeto come, yea rather 
it is much eſſe: And asa drop is 
tothe main Ocean, ſo are a thous 


Me ee tes en a 
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in the inward paits, It is far ber- 
ter to ſuffer for our offences here in 
this world, then in the world to 
come. Farre better itis for three» 
ſcore years and ten continually to- 
gether here on earth, to be punithed 
with moſt grievous puniſhments , 
then to ſuffer the torments of Hell 
for one day, yea for one hour heres 
after. But let us hear what another 
of the Fathers ſaith, 

Saint Chyſoſtome propounds the ve, ., 
ſecond queſtion after rhis manner 
Suppole one night in an hundre 
years a man ſhould have a ſweet 


puniſhed an hundred years for it , 


Father, As a dream is to an 
hundred years, fo is this preſent 


. 


ages 


153 The fexth Confederation 
ages which are yet for to come ? 
Are they not like unto the leaſt 
drop of a bucket compared untoa | 
bortomleſle Well 2 Look for no 
end of torments after this life , un- 
lefle thou repenteſt before thou des 
parteit our of this life: for after 
death there is no place of repen- 
tance, no ſhedding of tears will 
profit thee, or dothee any good : 
Though a man in Hell thould 
onalh his teeth, and blare out his 
ſcorched rongue , he ſhall not ob- 
rain ſo much as a drop of cold wa» 
ter. Grant then that a man ſhould 
enjoy pleaſures all his life long , 
what is that toinfinite ages which 
are yet to come ? Here in this 
life all things good and bad have 
at length an end 5 but the puniſh- 
ments that ſhall be ſuffered here» 
afrer ſhall have nocnd. Set fire 
on the body here, and the ſoul] will 
ſoon depart : But after the reſur- 
region, when the body ſhall 
be from thenceforth immortall 
and incorruptible , the ſoul of the 
damned ſhall alwayes burn, and | 
not conſume in Hell fire, They 

2 | ſhall F 
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hall riſe again , incorruptible in- 
, deed : But how ? Not to reccive 2 
| crown of incorruptible glory , bur 
to ſufter Eternall torments. Bur 
| let us hear what another of the Fa- 
thers ſaith, 

Saint Gregory maketh anſwer to $4 
this common queſtion , Will nor 
drunkennefle ſooner teal upon a 
man in the wine-cellar , ſtanding 
by the hogthead, then inthe Par- 
lour ſitting at the table > The 
Spouſe of Chriſt triumpherh in the 
words of Solomin , He brought cane. 
me 10 the banquetting- houſe ( or *+* 
as ſome reade it, He brought me 


into his wine-cellar) and his bans 
ncr over me was love , or, He hath 


| ſet his banner of love over me, U pe 


en which words Saint Gregory 
diſcourſing , faith thus, By the 
Wine-cellar what can we better or 
mere fitly conceive, then the ſe. 
cret contemplation of Fternity ? 
For truly whoſoever doth feri- 
euſly conſider with himſelf upon 
Eternity, and let this confidera« 
tion fink deep into his mind, he 
may truly rejoyce , and triumph 
| with 


9«q 19-could wiſh with Job, 0h that theſe 
23-*t* words were written ! Oh that 
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with the Spouſe, ſaying, He hath 
ſct his banners of love over me : For | 
he will keep better order in his | 
love, loving himſelf lefle, God | 
more , and even his enemies allo 
for Gods ſake. Bur ſuch'is the na« 
ture of this profound conſidera - 
tion, that it will preſently make a 
man drunk, Make him drunk ? 
How ? With the drunkenneſle of 
the beſt deſires, ſuch as will leade 
him to amendmeat of lite , carry 
him to his heavenly countrey, and 
bring him at length to joyes Etcr- 
nall. It was cat intothe Apolſtics 
tezta, that they were drunk with 
wine : And fo they were indeed 3 
but ic was wich wine out of this 
Cellar. Saint Gregory hath many 
excellent conſiderations, and ſay- 
ings upon Eternity ; amonglt 
others he hath this, which js a very 
ſhort one and a true one , Momen- 
tancum quod delcffat , JEternum 
quod cruciat : That which delight- 
cth is momentary , but that which 
tormenicth is Eternall, Here I 


they 


ubon Eternity, cr 


they were printed in 4 Bock | That 
they were grauven with a Pen of 


| Tron! Theſe wo:ds, I fay, That 

' which. delighteth is momentany y 
| but that which tormenteth is Eter- 
| all, The Bock in which this 


ſhould be written , is the beart of 
man 3 the pen of Iron with which 
it ſhould be written, is ſerious me- 
ditation 5 the Ink with which ic 
ſhould be written, is the bloud of 
Chriſt, And theſe words fo im» 
printed and engrtaven in the breaſt, 
are then eſpecially.to be called to 
mind, and to be often repeated , 
when pleaſure fawneth, when lult 
provoketh, when luxury inviteth, 
when the Reſh rebelleth, and the 
ſpirit faileth , when there is oc- 
calion of finne oftered, and danger 


| of falling into finne. But let us 


hear what another of the Fathers 
ſaith. 

In the fourth place comes Saint 
Bernard « He ſhall anſwer to the 


| queſtion here to be propounded . 
| In the lives of men there is ſuch 


difference, that almoſt now ſo ma. 


| ny men ſo many judgements con- 
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cerning affliions. There are found | 
ſome lo grievoufly and continually 
atHi&ed, that they ace ready to fall 
down under the crofle as being 
too heavy for them to bear, One 
is oppreſſed with poverty , ano- 
ther is affifted with (ickneſfie,ano- 
ther is overcharged with ſecret |} 
debts, another is tormented with |, 
cares, another is grieved and vexed 
with injuries and flinders : every | 
man thinketh that moſt grievous 
which in prefent he ſuffereth, And 
many times it cometh to paſſe that 
ſuch as are faint- hearted and im- | 
patient with for death, runne into 


a. 
2 - 
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the water, and make haſte to the " 
hal:er, thinking thereby to find an}, 
end of ail their griefs and for-F, 
' rows, whereas indeed that ſuppos- þþ | 
ſed end becomes to them bur the ff 1 
beginning of their ſorrows, and |þ 
ſuch ſorrows as never (hall have Þþ , 
end. Bur with the good and god- Þþ 
ly it is not ſo: They patiently en- | ; 
dure all, ſubmittting themſelves in , 
all things to Gods good will aud , 
pleaſure, They neither defire to Þþ | 
dye quickly, nor yet to live long . Þþ ; 


is 
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Ts it Gbds will they ſhall die? They 
ly } alſo are willing. Will he have 
all | them &ic quickly ? They are wile 
ns | ling ro thar alſo. Will he have 
ae | them live yet longer ? They are 
P- pnot againſt that ; What God wil- 
9 F leth, that they will ; What he wil- 
it þ leth not , neither will they. Beſide 
oh theſe two kinds of men, there is a 
cd Þ :hird, and that is the orc1telt part 
TY þ of men, that deſire to iive long 2 
ms | And thereis almoſt no man fo old 
ad Þ bur he hopes and deſires to live yet 
"ar þ another year. Theſe men are never 
N- Þ heard to ſay , they have lived long 
OF cnough, Death makech too much 
he | haſte with them , he conieth to 
al Þ them too ſoon, yea and before his 
UF tinie, Here now the queſtion may 
0- | be moved, Who live , or who ſhall 
be Þ live longer. Saint Be:ncrd in his 
1d Þ feventcenth Sermon upon the ninc- 
"el ty firſt Plalme upon theſe words, 
dF 14h long life will T ſatisfie him, 
N-F breakecth forth imo this adini- 
NF ration , What is fo long as thar 
ad Þ which is FEtcrnall £ What is fo 


_ 


(0 long 45 that which ſhall have no 
>| end ? Life Etcrnall 1s the good 
oy end 
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end Which we are all to aim ar, 
and this end is without end. And 
further he addes, Thar is the true! 
day indeed after which there fol-} © 
lows no night, where there is Is 
Eternal verity , and true Etcrni«þ 
2y , and therefore true and Etcr=|* 
all ſatiety, So then the queſtion þ ” 
may be determined thus, Thacf Y 
thoſe onely ſhall live . a long lifel - 
rruly ſo called , whoſoever ſhallF? 
never die , but alwayes live in hea-þ C 
en : And again , Thar thoſe ſhall} ? 
die a lingring death ( alas 1 roof © 
lingring a death ) whoſoever ſhall þ \ 
alwayes die , but never live , in x 
l 


Hell : Fer they ſhall live onelyÞþ 
there to be tormented alwayes. 
Let us hear but one more , and (of 
conclude, | 
Laurentius Fuſtinianus ſhall re-þ 
ſolve the laſt queſtion for us. | 
T here are, ſaith he, many things inf | 
this world which nature hath fo 
appropriated and afligned to ſomeÞ ' 
one cettain place that they arch 
not to be found in another place, 
unleſie it be in part. Of ſome. 
fowers which grow in the new-| 
found þ 
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found world we have onely the 
tſeed : Of ſome living creatures 
{there are brought over unto us 
| onely the $skins. Now Etcrnity 
is a thing ſo proper to another 
world, that it is not to be found in 
this 5 onely the ſeed thereof we 
| may have even in this world : And 
what are the ſeeds of Etcrnit; ? 


| hath highlyexalted bim. Bchold ? g. 


| They are, faith Layrentius, Cons 
temps of a mans ſclf , the gift of 
| Charity , and the taſte of Chrifls 
| works. To contemne others, is a 
| tree that overſpreadeth the whole 
world , - whoſe wood 1s fuell for 
| the fire of Hell, To contemne him- 
ſelf is a very ſma!l ſeed , ſcarce 
| known in the world +: Chritt 
| brought it down from heaven 
| with him , who made himſelf Yhi 
| of no reputation , an4 took up= © 
| on him the form of a ſervant, 
aud became obcdient , not to the 8» 
| Stable onely, or the Manger , bur 
' every to mount (\llvary, unto 
| death , even the death of ihe 
| Croſſe , unto the grave, yea even 
| unto Hell, Wherefore. God alſo 
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this little ſeed is grown up and! 
ſpread in breadth , and is become 
the higheſt of all trees, "The ſame? 
Authour ſpeaking of Charity , faith}: 
thus, The meaſure of our glory and 
Etcrnall reward ſhall be accord- 
ing to the meaſure of our Charity, 
For , To whom litile is forgiven, 
the ſame loverh little. He obtain-| 
eth lefle grace , wholocver bathſ 
lefle Charity : And where there 
is lefſe grace , there alſo ſhall be 
leſle glory. So then it is moſt true,P 
The more thou loveit God, thef ;, 
more thou heapeſt up unto thy , 
ſelf Eternall rewards. The wholch c 
Law is love, but it muſt be pure, Þ, 
chaſte, and holy. I have done withÞ o 
the ſecond , wliich is Charity, IÞFn 
come to the third , which is Ther, 
zaſte of Chriſts works. It is aÞſir 
common and witty ſaying in the Þ 6 
Rhetorick Schools, He + to beÞÞ & 
thought a good proficicnt , who can pt 
reliſh Tully's Works : We may ſay Þf ir 
as much in the School of Chriftia- 7 
nity, He hath made a good pro- þf p 
greſſein Religion aud Virte, who þ m 
ear relaſh Chriſts Warks , who likes Þþ ty 

the Þþ 
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3 ie tale of Chriſls DofFrine and 1 
7 1:x4m;le, Bur whoſoever findeth 1 
no taſte almoſt at all, no reliſh in | 
the Words and Works of Chriſt ; p 
NU iy hoſoever 1s not moved, afteed 
rd and delighted with thoſe things 
11/4 which belong unto the mind , and 
cy Chriitian piety, to Heaven and 
ny zeernall felicity z but on the con- 
athÞ crary findeth much ſweetnetle in | 
A eating , diinking, walking, laugh- 
> ing,jclting and playing : 'The ſame | 
| 


a> 
voy 
ed 


cp man may (ay with ſorrow enough , 
hcE roo truly, How /etle ſeed of £t6r- 
hyb ity have 1 within m2, 0 tv God ! 
ol: Oc rather, Thavenone at ail. bor H 
re, when I deſcend into my (elf, I ſee 1 
th B manifeſtly what ſpiric is within 

I'Fme, and whither my affeQion car- / 


he | ryeth me, To ſpend whole nights og ! 
2 F in dancing, feaſting, revelling,quai= i BY 
he fing, dicing and carding , hearing f 


be | fooliſh and idle tales , reading im- 
1 | pure Books, calling for, and laugh= 
3y Þ ing at amorous ſongs, playing the 
a” Þ} good fellow, and doing as the com- l 
2- | pany doth; Oh this never offtendeth | 
'0 'me, this is pleaſing and delight 
6s full co me, But to hear of Chriſt _ 
TY and '8 
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and his life, to hear of holy menſ 
that lived formerly, who wereſf 
much given to watching , faſting 
and prayer ,'or to reade of their} 
lives, that makes no muſick in} 
my ears, and this is an eye-ſore;; 
unto me ; I can neither hear nor}; 
ſee 3 I ſtop minecars, and cloſe} 
mine eyes for fear left they! 
ſhould be oftended. To hear | 
Sermon of an hour long, it is 
death unto me. and Fen 1.5 I ſelf 
dome come to Church : or if I daſs 
ſometimes, I drive away the time 
either {Jeeping or prating.. Thergy 
are tco many ſuch men in thc 

world : but of ſuch as may be truly 

(aid, That they have no taſte or re- 

liſt at all of the works of Chrift, 


| But now Ict us hear the judgement 
- of the Church concerning Eter- 


aty. K 

The mcmocy of Freraty iþ 
ſo precious in the eſteem of the 
Church, that there is no Pſalme 
no Prayer, no Hymne but cloſe 
withit. G{s:y be to the Father, 
and tothe Sonye, and ts the Ho 
Ghof7; as it was mu the breinmin:, 
ts 


at aw Ss Boodl 


#pon Frternty.. 16g 


is now, gild ever (pall be, w:;ild 
without end, Amen. As it was 1:2 
the begivaing , that is, before all 


A beginning , from all Eternity , 
ind Wichout any beginning : is #93 and 
re ever ſhall be, word without end , 
\orl} tbatts, throughout all ages 3 infi« 
ofel} nice, innumerable, incomprehenſi- 


hey ble ages to all £ceraity, Bat ler us 
cyl; _—_— : 
- 24 leave the little Rivers, and make 


- i baſte tothe fountain. 


ſel- ; 
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_ CHAP. II. 

the Clear teſtimonies of Divine 
rul) Scripture contern'ne 
r re- Eternty. 
rift, 


net Ba produce onely three wit-" 
: ter =nefles, a Prophet, an eApoſlle, 
| and an Evaneels/?. 
y ih How many and how great are 
f theþ the fighs and grones of poor abs 
me} jet and deſpiſed men ! we may 
ofcthÞ bear them every day. One or 0» 
therſy ther every- where is complaining , 
Holly Wo is me poor man, I have few 
nin | 7 09 friends at allz I am diſre- 
# if ſpects 
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- untoman, Hear thus much, you 
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ſpeKed ; I am (corned and tram- 
pled under foot almoſt by all, 
Have patience a little, O man, ſuf-. 
fer fo: a while ; the day of com- 
fort will riſe at length, though ir 
ſeem long firſt, Remember Gods 
promiſe in the Prophelie of Bge 
ruch, Ca(t about thee a double gar 
ment of the righteouſneſſe which 
cometh from God , and {ct a Dia- | 
dem on thy bead of the glory of the 
Eve: laſting. 

Others there are that accuſe 
Nature, complaining til] that ſhe 
bath given too long a life ro Ra- 
vens, and too ſhort a great deal 


that are ſtill complaining of the | 
ſhortnefle of mans life, This life is Þ 
ſhort indeed 3 but when this fhorr 
2nd vain life ſhall end, there re- 
mains another life which never 
ſhall have end. If ye will not bes 
lieve me, yer believe S. Paul, For | 
we know, ſaith S. Paul, that zf our 
earthly houſe of this Tabernac!e 
were diſſulved, we have a building 
of God, an houſe not made with | 
bands , Eternall in the Heavens. | 
Whar 
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What great loſſe is it then, ifthis 
earthly tabernacle of our body be 
diflolved, when as we have a royall 
palace prepared for us, whic!; is not 
ſubje& to diflolution ? To the te= 
itimony of the Prophet and the 


\ Afoſile, let us addethe teſtimony 


of the Evangeliſt Saint Matthcw, 


' in whoſe Goſpel we may reade 


theſe words of our Saviour, If thy 
band or thy foot offend thee , cut 
them off, aud caft them from thee : 
Tt % bctter for thee to enter 7nto 
life halt or maimed, rather then 
having two hands or two feet to be 
caſt into everlaſting fire. And if 
thine eye offend thee , pluck it out, 
and caſt it from thee ; It is better 
for thee to enter into life with one 
eye, rather then having two eyes to 
be caf1 into hell-fire. Oh fire ! Oh 
hell ! Oh Eternity ! Time is no- 
thing , if ic be compared with. 
Eternity 3 ſhortneſle of life, and ſo 
loffe of time is no loſe at all, but 
great gain , if thereby we gain 
Eternity. Chriſt hath promiſed it, 


} and Saint Matthew hath recorded 
F «and ſealed it in theſe words of 
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172 The ſixth Confederation 
Metth, our Saviour , Evcry one that hath 
if forſaken houſes , or brathren , cr 
11%  fifiers, or father , or mother , or 
wife, or children, or lands for my 
names ſake, ſhall rcccive an huidred 
fold, and ſhall inherit cucrlaſting 
life. Is it not clear enough that 
this promile is of bletſed Etcrutie 
ty, when we have ſecurity given 
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ff us of recciving an hundred fold re- 
of Þ; ward ? Again, Chirſt according 
4 to the ſame Evangcliſt forewarn- 


ing of the latter judgement, thrce 

tines makes mention of Etcrnity 

expreilely in thele words , cucr= 
Mat-25. IgSing, or cternall firc, cucrlafting, | 
$1.46, a 

or cieraall puniſhment, and life 

etcrnall, 

Sccing therefore the holy Fa» 
chers, the Church , and the ſacred 
Scripture do ſo many wayes pro- 
pound unto us the ſerious conſ1- 
deration of Eternity 5 it is our 

art and duty, as many of us as 

[ook for Etcrnall life in heavan, 

it is our part and duty ſcrioufly to +1 
meditatethus with our ſelves eve-'t 

ry one; Oh my God : How ſel-//h 

dome have I heretofore though”: 

| upon, 
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upon F.ternity ! or it I have thoughr 
uponit, in what a cold and negii- 
vent manner have I done it, not« 
withitanding every day, yea every 
hour and minute I draw nearer 
and nearer unto Etcr1ii3 ! But for 
the time to come by te aſliſtance 
of thy grace, I wiil mind it more 
Carefully then heretofore I have 
cone ; and if at ane rimy through 
thy bounty riches fit increaſe, I 
wi! nor ſet my h:att upon them : 
though the world thou!d ſmile up- 
on mce, thauzh I ſhould want no 
temporall thing that my heart can 
defire, though I ſhould ſeem to flow 
in never fo much abundance, yet 


\ will 1 fill remember Etcraity, In 
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; the midit of my projpecity theſe 
ſhall be my chouzhis; bur how 1ung 


ſhall this laſt ? vill this Fair weather 
never change ? wiil this comfor- 
table funne alwa;cs thine upon 


' me? Orif Ithould live in protpe= 


rity all the dayes of my life, what 
ſhall it profic me after death 2 Afe 
ter this ſweet but ſhort , pleaſing 
but perilous , unhappy happineſle, 
there ſhall ſhoitly tollow Eternt- 
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3y, Eternity, But if the world goes 
31l with me, if it frown upon me, 
if [ meet with many crofles, trou - 
bles and affliQions , if misfortunes 
befall me , if they ruſh upon me 
itke waves one on the neck of ano- 
ther, if I be turmoiled and tof- 
{:d up and down , then theſe ſhall 
be wy daily thoughts, Well , let 
the woi 1d have its courſe, I am con» 
rcentto bearit, Gods will be done, 
Ler the fer be troubled , ler the 
waves thereof roar, let the winds 
of :fthQions blow, let the waters 
of forrovis ruſh upon me, let the 
ciouds of centations threaten rain 
and thundcr, lec the darknefſe of 
eriet and hcavincile cempalle me 
about, yea , though the foundation 
cf the word thould ſeem to ſhake, 
yet Wiil I not be atraid. Theſe 
Rtorms wiil blow over, theſe winds 
will be laid , theſe waves wii 
tall, this tempeſt cannot Jalt long, 
and theſe clouds ſhall be diſpel- 
bed Whatſoever I ſuffer hee, 
thail ſhortly have an end, I ſhall 
not ſufter Etcrnally, Come the 
wortt thit can come , death will 
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put an end to all my ſorrows and 
miſeries. Burt no ſtorm to thar 
ftorm of fire and brimſtone which 
the danined fthall ſuffer in Hell 
Eternally and without end. All 
things here ſhall have an end, bur 
the torments there ſhall have no 
end. Whatſyever is not within 
the circle of Tterxity, is ſhort, 
{wifr, and momentany, it is but a 
ſhadow, but a dream, fo ſaith Saint 
Chryſoftome. It is but a Modicum or 
a thing of nothing, alittle, a very 
little, far alitil: while, yeaa very 
little while. O ten doth our Savi- 
our beat upon this, ſpexrking to his 
Diſciples, All his own ſuſtc:ings, 
yea his molt bitter death upon the 
Crofle, he callerh but 2 #4rtle ; All 
the ſufferings , punithments , and 
violent deaths of the Apoſtles, all 
but 4 little : And why {houid nor 
1 aiſo think it but a /,t:te, whar- 
ſoever here I ſuffer , though I 
hould ſuffer it an hundred years 


together ? For yet atiitle wh:le , Heb.7. 
and be that ſhall come, willcome, GP? 


and will aot tairy, I vill there- 
ſore ſuffer patiently whatſoever can 
I 4 happen, 
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happen , and account one thing | 
onely neceſſary , and that is, To | 
do noihing againſt my Conſcience, 
and diipicafing unto God, For all 
is ſafe and ſure with bim who 1s 
certain and ſure of blefled Eternity. 
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This lite cn: reGeft of that which 


- 


this lite , iris but a Modicuyz, Or 
for a lute while. It is the ſaying 
of S. Auzz ine, This Mod:cum or 
Fttte white ſeems long unto us, be- 


js 10 26472 to Okt a5 @ Drop to the | 
Occan, « little ſtone zo the ſand |: 
nf07 the Sea ſhore, a Centre to |: 
the Circle, a Modicum, a {ittley 
a wy lite time, a Minute 10 ;- 
Ecernt:y. And ſuch aretbe ſufs || 
ferines cf this life in reſpe.t of || 
the years that ſh.ll be bercafter. | 


re 


Ot true it is , Whatſoever la-| 
bour or forrow we ſuffer+1n! 


Catilth 


" upon Eternity. 177 
gs \* cauſcit ic not yet all paſt and gone : 


EE EE Id 7 aa eat 
- 


O | But when it ſhull come 10 an end, 

5 then [hall we perccive and undera 
W (tant what a little while this Mo- 

is 


 dicum ws. The wilclt of men 
J: beiog to thew the vanity and ſhort. 
netle ot this preſent life, though it 
ſhould be lengthened to an bun - 
dreds years, "which few wen can 
& reach unto , makes choice of the 
® molt minute things in the wo: 1d, 
whercby to expreiie it and ſes ft 
forth by way of reſemblince, For 

ncb thus we reade exvreticly in Tec!ce Ferlnr; 

the \, frafiicur, the number of 2 mans 59: 
and |! dyes at the moſ? are an hundved 

e fo! years, Ar a drop of water wit) x0 
itley | the ſea, and a gravel jtonc in com- 
e 10)! pariſon of the ſand, i are 4 thous 
 ſuf- | ſand years to the dajzes of Eternis 


t of 


ity, And way then do yerejoyce 
if16".f! inthis, ye lonz-lived men, that” ye 
| havelived an 100 years > All our 

r las years are, What are they ? They are 
fer*i| as a drop of water unto the ſea, and 
j» | a gravel fone in compariſon of the 
ayingl. ſand. And what is a little ttone 
1 0}. to thoſe exceeding high mountains 


:, be-F of ſand? and what is a (mall drop 
cal I 5 of 
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of water to the deep and fathom - 
lefſe Sea ? ſuch are fifty, ſixty, yea 
an hundred years ( Hear this, ye 
old men) they are but a Modiucum, 
a very little while , but a Minute of 
time, indeed nothing at all, to the 
dayes of Eternity. And yet, foolilh 
and miſerable men, we arc over- 
joyed with this little ſtone, this 
ſmall drop. Our life is indeed 4 lite 
tle ſtone, but na jewel , no precious 
ſtone 3 it is made of no better mat- 
rer then ſand, Our life is a drop, but 
not of ſweet and freſh water; it is 
ſalt and brackiſh as the ſea-water 
is, For all his dayes are ſorrows, 
and his travel griefs ; yea his heart 
taketh no reſt in the night : fo ſaith 


the Preacher. It is the counſel of 


SeAuguſtine, Recall to mind,faith 


he, the years. that are pait, from Þ 


eAdam to this preſent day 3 ran 
over all the Scripture : {t is but 
almolt yeſterday fince he fcil, and 
was thruſt out of Paradiſe. For 


where are thoſe 'times that atcÞ 


pait ? Certainly, if rhou had lived 
all the time ſince cAdam was thrult 
out of Paradiſe, even unto this pre- 


ſcnt, Þ 
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tent, thou wouldeſt perceive and 
contcſſe that thy lite was not long, 
which 1s ſo foon fled away. For 
what is any mans life? Adde as 
many years as thou wile, imagine 
the longeſt old age: Whar is ir ? Is 
It not as a morning blaſt ? All this 
is melt true, I pray youtell me, 
where is eAdym nows where is 
(ain? where is long-lived Me- 
thaſelah? where is Noah ? where 
is Sem? where is Ebey ? whereis 
moſt obedient Abraham 2 where is 
F.1c6b ? where is Fofeph £ They are 
dead and gone, their time is paſt ; 
we may lay of them,V:zernus:!, ſues 
7unt Troes, Onre they were , #0w 
they are not, Thus our life paſſeth 
away 3 thus the glory of the world 
paſſeth away. O morning dew ! 
O meer vanity ! Whartis ir that we 
ſo defire here > what ſo long as to 
be hoped or wiſhed for here ? ſhort 
itis, a Modicn it is, it is vile and 
nothing worth, it is but a ſmall 


| point whatſoever thine eye be- 


ho[deth here. Tc is a true ſaying of 
Gregory the Great , The longeſt reg; 


| mealurevof our life is but a point ; **% 
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i%o The ſixth Eo'ſideraiin? 
or it is a ſhort line that begins, con- 
tinues, and ends in a point. In 4 
romeant , it the twinckl:ng of 61 
cye all things ſhall havean end: 1 


. have (eca an end of all per fefling , 


but thy commanament is exceeding 
k;8ad, ſo ſaith the P/al;a:ff. Why 
then do we account any time long, ? 
For that which 1s palt, now 1s not; 
that which is to come, yet Is not z 
and what is the preſent ? The glaſle 
is alwayes running , and the clock 
never ſtands itill : The houre paſ- 
ſcth away by flying minutes, What 
is tlown by, is paſt and gone : what 
is yet bchind , is ſtill to come : Bur 
where is the time which we uſe ro 
call long? Bernard makes often 
mention of that molt true and cx- 
cellent ſayirg of S. Hierome ( and, 
Reader, it is worth obſerving ) Ny 
Lebour ought to ſeem long units 4s, 
no time long, in which we are {the 
ing aſter Eternall Glory. 

And yet though the life of man 
be but very ſhort in compariſon of 
Eternity, there is none of the 
damned that can juſtly accuſe Ged 
fornot granting him a longer life , 

They 
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They mutt condemne themſelves 
for nor living better. There :s no in- 
quifit:ca in the grave ( (laith Sirge 
crdes) whether then ha#t lived ten, 
0 a. hradied, or a thouſand 1ea7s. 

In hcil ic is no time to complain 
of ſhortneſle of life. Every man hath 
lived long enough, if he hath lived 
godly enough, 

Here, Chriſtian brother, I will 
deal more boldly and plainly with 
thee, and lay the matter ſo open 
that thou ſhalt ſee it cleatly pre- 
ſented before thine eyes. Thou 
ſayett that then doſt often think 


{ Upon heaven, and that thoz haſt 


an earneſt and longing dclire after 
Eternity. Saycſt thou fo? I hear 
thee, but I do not believe thee : 


neither would I have thee belicve 
| me if [ ſhonld ſay fo of my (et. 


For how can it be, O good Chri- 
ſtian brother , how can it be tha: 


| thou or I ſhould thick ſo often 


and ſo ſeriouſly upon heaven, and 
haveſuch a longing defire (as we 


| ſay we have) after Ererzity , and 
| yet be ſo luke-warm, yea ſtone-cold, 
| 41 matters of religion z ſo ſlow and 
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backward to that which is good ; 
ſo prone and forward to tha! 
which is evil, ſo ready and willing 
to all manner of wantonneſle , ſo 
querulous and complaining , fo 
flothfull and negligent 2 Where we 
ſhould be angry , there are we t90 
patient 3 and where we ſhould be 
patient andeougrageous, there are 
we too faint- hearted and puſillani= 
mous, 1nthe fire of every light at- 
fligion our patience melts and con- 
ſumes away : nay weare often caft 
down with a word , we are blown 
down with the breath of a mans 
mouth, But never are we more im- 
patient and deſperate, then when 
our wills are crofled, 1 might ſpeak 
here of the hot .Apoſlems of luit 
wherewith our hearts are often in- 
flamed and ſwoln, and likewiſe of 
the devouring «tancer of envie 
which often eats into our breaſts, 
and makes our fleſh conſume away : 
But Ipafle them by . Notwith- 
ſtanding what bath been ſaid, we 
good and godly men, as we profef]s 
our ſelves, and would have others 
think us to be, are too timorous 
DO | whers 
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where we thould be bold , and too 
buld , where we thoald be timor- 


ovs, glory in nothing more then - 


this, I hat we hive often in our 
minds and hearty delires the joyes 
of Etcrnity, Believe it, it is not 
credible that the thoughts of hea- 
ven and Eteraty ſhould be fo of 
ten in our minds as we ſpeak of, 
and yet mean while that we ſhould 
live nob.tter then we do. Did I 
ſay, It is not credible ? Nay,lI fay ir 
is impoſlible, And thus I ſhall des 
clare it. 

The Patriarch Facob ſerved his 
uncle Laban for his daughter Ra- 
chel ſeven years, dnd they fecmed 
wo him but a few dayes fr the love 
that he had to her, Hearcit thou 
this whoſoever thou art that fo 


| complaiacit ? Thou ſervett no im- 


poſtour or deceiver as Laban was, 


| but God thy maker , at:d him that 


will ſurely keep his covenant and 


| promiſe. i hou fervelt not for a wife 


but for the kingdome of heaven : 
not for the beauty and fight of a 


S wite, but for the beautifull viſion 
| and Eternall fight of God : not for 


the 
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thedelight and pleaſure of a wife, 
bur for celeſtiall and Frernall de- 
lights and picaſures. And vet doth 
the trouble of one winters day ofs 
tentimes (o caſt thee down , that 
ſuddenly all thy love towaras God 
and thy dclire after heaven begins 
to wax cold in thee, Afloon as the 
florm of adverlity begins , thou 
breakeſt forth into moſt bitter 
complaints, thou calleii heaven and 
earth to witneſſe , thou breatheſt 
nothing but revenge ; yea often= 
times, I believe, thou ſpareſt not 
God bimſelf, bur callelt his Juſtice 
into queſtion. At other times when 
pleaſure with her fawning aliure- 
ments hath once enticed thee , ſhe 
doth ſo bewitch "thee and take 
away thy memory that thou quite 
forgetteit to ſerve God, and lo 
runneſt headiong into the Lahy- 
rimh of finne, which hath a fair 
entrance, at leaſt ſeemingly , bur 
leadeth thee the next way to de- 
ſtru&ion. Is this the vigilancy 
which thou ſo much talkeſt of ? 
Is this thy heroicall fortirude and 
love of God 2 How wilt thou ſerve 

| God 
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God ſeven years, as Facob did 


Laban, when ( alas |) thou cant 


not endure the labour and ſorrow 
of one ſhort day 2 O Si#107,Simony 
ſleepest thour Conl:ift thou rot 
watch one houre with thy Lord 
and Maſter ? But hear further con » 
cerning the Patriarch 7acch, He 
being beguiled by his Uncle Lean, 
who gave him blear-cycd Lech in- 
ftead of beautifull Rachel, ved 
him yet ſeven years more fur his 
daughter Rachet?, whom hs deatly 
loved : And no doubt but hole {e- 
en years alſo ſcemed unco him but 


| as a few dayes for the excceding 
| great love that he. had unto her. 
and it is very likely that often 


times when he was weary at his 
work he had ancye unto Ra: þe's 
beauty, and faid thus with himſclf, 
Surcly for her beauty the is worthy 
for whom I thould ſuffer ſeven 
years hard ſervice z and , it: need 
were, I would nor ſtick to ſerve yet 
[ven years more. Such was the af- 
iection that h2 bore unto Rachel , 
that it inade him ſcarce ſenhtible of 
any labour, 

Heareſt 
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Heatcft thou this, thou which 
goeſ? for a Souldier of Chriſt? con- 
ccivelt thou this * underſtandeſt 
thou this? How then canſt thou 
{ill murmure againſt God ? Thou 
art bid to ſerve God for Gods ſake, 
that ſo thou mayeſt at length enter 
into Gods Eteraallreſt 3 Thou art 
exhorted to tolerance and patience 
here, that ſo thou mayelt be madc 


parraker of Immortality with the 


"a hereafter ; And yet {leepeſi 
thou , O fluggard ? Haſt thou nor 
an ear to hear ? Art thou ſtill com- 
plaining ? Do but reckon up the 
years which thou haſt ſpent in 
the ſervice of God, and ſee whe- 
ther thou haſt ſerved God faith- 
fully and painfully twenty years, 
as Fzcob did Lavan. I am afraid 
thou wiit come ſhort in thy rec- 
koning ; Haſt thou ſerved God lo 
many m9neths ? [I tell thee, I make 
a queſtion of it. Number the nigats 
that thou haſt ſpent in watching 
and praying, recount the daye 
which thou haſt ſpent in holy exct- 
ciſes, and ſee if thou cant truly ſar 
unto God as Facob did to Labas ; 
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me, and the froſt by night, and my 4% 


flzep departed from mine cycs : 7 hus 
have T been twenty years in thy 


| houſe « T ſerved thee fourteen years 


jor thy two daughters , and ſix 
years for thy caitel, Tell me, 
Chriſtian man, haſt thou ſerved 
God this twenty years? Thou 
noweſt thy wazes if thou ſervelt 

od : Not Labans daughters, nor 
flocks of theep 3 God himſelf ſhall 
be the reward of thy ſervice : Thou 
thale be bleſſed both in ſoul and 
body 3 It ſhall be weli with thee on 
every ſide 3 Thou ſhalt enjoy all 


manner of delights 3 grent delights 


without either lacking or loathing, 
1nd without end. Thou- {hair 
(rim in the botromicile Ocean 


of pleaſtires : And yet (bchoid !) 


thy hands ate flack to eve:y good 
work 3 Thy feet are flow to go to 
| Chuich 3 Thy heart conſumes away 
with envy , flames with anger and 


revenge, abounds with the vermine 
of thy filchy thoughts, and is quite 


dead through flothfulnefle and 
Simpatience, 1s this thy ſerving of 
; '#) - 
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Godt ls this the way,thinkeſt thou, þ 
to heaven , to immortall life, to 
Eternal bleſlednefle? Surely it is nor, 
Why dolt thou nor rather as Fa- 
cob aid > when thou art wearyf 
with any labour which thou under» 
gocit inthe ſervice of God, when 
the world goes ill with thee , when 
adverſity preſieth thee, proſperity 
ſeducerh thee, and labours burden pl 
thee, lift up thine eyes to heaven, 
behold Rachel, who is promiſedf t 
unto thee, and thus comfort up thy F 

0 

k 


rod. © ay Wwe ans Doc. A 


my 


ſe]*, Be not troubled, O my fout : 
Behold thy Rachel, thy Rachcly | 
which is in acaven, fiir Rel Þ v 
comely Rachel, Rache!, thar is all F 
beautifull, nor having any one bie-Þþ [; 
miſh about her ! Þehotd heavenÞÞ a 
and the honle of thy EtcrnallreltÞ tl 
and pleaſure ! Be content to ſetter ff n 
for a while, a little (oriow, andÞ- 
ſome pains : For thou ſhale thort-Þ 
ly be where thy Rachel is, and there 
thou ſhalt be the more joyfull and 
bleſſed, by how much the more 
thou are here ſorrowfull and + 
| flifted « There ſhall thy reſt be th: 
more plclant and joytull by hoy 
muci i 
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- much the more thy ufe here is 
| heavy and painfull, Well then be of 


good courage, thew Chrittian for. 
itude and patience, Etcrnity blel(- 
led Eternity, is more worth, inft- 
nitely more worth then all char we 
can do or (uffer, If thus, O Chti- 
ſian brother , thou wouldeft ani- 
mate and encourage thy felf, if with 


guch eycs thou wouldelt oftner look 


vp to heaven, if with ſuch afteion 
thou wouldelt daily think upon 
Eternity ; believe it, all thy dayes 
of (ſervice here on earth w. uld 


 ſcem but few , for the great love 
| which thou wouldeſt have unto 
| Eternity ; T hou wouldeſt count all 


labour eafte, all troubles welcome, 
all loflcs gain. This I will ſay, and 
therewith IL will conclude , The 


| more a man thinks upon the Fter= 


nity of the world ro come, the 
more care he will take here 
to lead a godly life 
in this preſegt 
world. 
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Tar SEVENTY 
CONSIDERATION 
| upon 


ETERNITY. 


—. 


How Chriſtians uſe to paint 
Eternity. 


PE that is to go throu 
2 6 AM] {@ an houſe 4 the os 
muſt go warily and 
| _u_ + Rep after 
, and he muſt 
grope for the —_ If mans under- 
fanding will be prying into Eter- 
vity, it he thinks here in this life 
to enter into it, he is much decet- 


ved : The way is dark and full 


of difficulties, He may hurt bim- 
ſelf by the way, but he ſhall neyer 


bereattaiti unto it, The way this 
- ther 
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ther is bur ſhort indeed ; but when 
a man is once in, there is no co- 
ming out again. And yer though 
no mortall man can ſo conceive of 
Eternity, that he can certainly ſay 
what it isz notwithſtanding the in- 
finitencfle thereof is ſhadowed out 
by certain piQures and reſemblancts 
in ſuch manner that every man may 
havea glimpſe of ir,Whatſgever we 
ſpeak or write concerning E 171i) 
ty, howſoever we ſet it out in c0- 
lours 3 all is but athadow , yea 2 
ſhadow of ſhadows, No Oratou 
in the world can with ail bis Rhe 
torick ſufficiently exprefle ir; No 
Linme?7 with all bis curious art and 
Skill can ſer it forth to the life, If 
all times that ever were and eye 
ſhall be ſhould be pur together, 
they would infinitely come ſhor. 
of Eternity : The Latitude thereof 
is not to be meaſured , neither by 
hours, nor dayes, nor weeks, not 
moneths, nor years, nor Luſtra's, 
nor Olympiads,nor Indiftions,nt 
Fubilees , nor ages , nor Platot 
years, nor by the moſt ſlow mo- 
tions of the E:ghth Spear, wo 

the 
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theſe were multiplied by a thon« 
ſand, ora million , or the greateſt 
multiplier or Number numbring 
that can be imagined. Neither can 
it be meaſured by any Number num= 
bered, as by the ſtarres of heaven, 
the ſands of the ſea, the grafle of the 
field, the drops of the rivers, and 
ſuch like. The number of Eternity 
is paſt finding outs 
S The Saylers uſe to ſound the 
depth of the ſea by a plummet and 
2 line : Let us alſo let down the 
plummet and line of our humble 
and reverent Cogirations, to ſound 
the depth of Eternity, which yer 
is paſt finding out. But if we will 
go by this Map, if we will fail by 
this Chard, if we will view well 
this Pifure, we hall come much 
nearer finding ir, then otherwiſe we 
ſhould. . 

Chriſt as a Child, taken as it 
were from the manger , and the cra= 
dle, almoſt quite naked, and with 
out clothes, ftands in the clouds : on 
bis ſhoulders be bears « croſſe : In 
the clouds there is this inſcription, 
ETERNITT : Beneath Chriſts 
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the Scelcton of a man, or nothing 
but the bones of a man without hair 
or skinne , onely he hath a beard 


to be known by : In his left han{ F 


he holdeth a pricce of parchment, 
in which theſe words are Wricten, 
Momentancum quod deleft at 3 That 
which -delighieth is mumentany : 
In his right hand he holdeth up an, 
eApple. Near unto him there ſtand. 
eth a Raven pecking a ſhell- fiſh, 
with this ſubſcription , Cras, cras, 
To morrow, 30 morrow. The Earth 
opens ber meuth, and flames of fire 
break forth and tend aloft , in 
which theſe words are written, 
ef termum quod cruciat , That 
which tormenicth is Eternal. Chrijl 
coming down from the clouds Tn 
adore with bended knees of divetle 
ſex, in the place of all mankind, 
Bchind them there is a running 
Hour-glaſſe , or a Diall meaſuring 
hours by the running of water, 
called a Clepſydra ; and a Buok ly: 
ing wide open ; On one page there 
is written, They ſpend their dayes 
in mirth, and i 4 moment g0 


dow 


F 


feet, down upon the earth there is 
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down to the grave. On the other 
page, 1/70 {pull deliver mc from the Rom.7, 
body of this death ? Before them 24+ 

; ſtand Two heavenly Angels which 

nl f& embracethem with their arms, and 
pointing at Chriſt bid them lift up 

n, &. thcir eyes unto him, This is the 

s Picturc: The meaning followeth. 
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" Chriſts inviting. | 
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no Hriſt the Eterna!l Son of the 


in kP/ Etcrnall God came into this 
n, WM world, clad with no other garment 
11 MM then we, that ts, ſtark naked, Thz 
il WW garment of immortality and inw0- 
wi cency we loſt hy Adams diſobedi. 
16 WI cnice. And now (41as!) how mile- 
1d, W 12bly araycd do we come into this 
ing WW world ! Chriſt together with us, 
nl BE tor us, luftereth puniſhment, and 
er, | yet was nor guilty of any fin. Bur 
ly-F what meaneth this Croc upon the 
ere ſbenlders of the Sonne of God ? 
zesſÞ It is a bed on which he flepr in 
go death, Golgotha was his chamber ; 
wi K 2 T he 
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The Thorns his pillow; and the 
Crofle, his bed. Which many reli- 
gious men of former times well 
conſidering with themſelves , have 
voluntarily and freely choſen to lie 
bard, and rake little reſt, that ar the 
day of reſurre&ion they might riſe 
Joyfully to reſt Erernall. Some, as 
we may reade, have made the Earth 
their Mattrefle 4 Sackcloth , their 
Sheet z and a Stone, their Boulſter 
and many there are which do fo 
Rill rothis day. But 1 leave them 
and return to Chriſt, He ſuffered 
Pitts death , even that moſt bitter and 
ſhamefull death of the Croſſe : To 
what end ? T hat he might fave us 
from death Fternall, Die we muſt 
all of us; but our death is but ſhort. 
In a moment , in the twinkling of 
an eye the ſoul is ſnatched from the 
body, and this is all thit which we 
call Death Bur it is not ſo with 
them in Hell : Their torments 
farre exceed all the ſorrows and 
pangs of death , not onely becauſe 
they are more grievous for their 
quality , but alfo becauſe they are 
of longer continuance bevond all 
com- | 


upon Eternity, I97 
e {| compariſon; for they are Etcrnall. 


- | Sothenthcir corments are, alwayes 
Il | tobe cormented ; and their deith, 
'e | todiealwayes. And from this death 
ie þ hath Chriſt the Sonne of God de- 
e F livered us 3 the child that we ſee 
le | deſciibed walking amidit the clouds, 


Linder his feet is a bare Scelcton, 
or the bare bones of a man, which 
by all igns we may gather to be 
our foretather Adams. Heatken ye 
children, and ye childrens children 
heaiken umo the words of your 
forefather Adam thus ſpeaking un» 
to you, 


u | 06960595: $$29020 
«. CHAD. II 


. Adam lamenting. 

ve IE My ciildren, bappy then in- 
th I deed , if your forefather had 
is | known his own happineſle , but 
1d & now miſerable, and that even in 
le WF this, becauſe mine. By me were 
ic © you deſtroyed before you were be- 
re | gotten 53 by me were you damned 
ill © before you were brought forth, L 
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fain would he as God , and by that 
means I am jefc ſcarce a man, Be- 
fore you could p-riih , you all pe- 
riſhed in me. I my (elf do not know 
whether you may better call me a 
Father, ora 1yrant and a murde- 
rer. I cannot wonder or complain 
juilly that you are (o vicious and ſo 
finfull : for you Tlearnel it of me. L 
am ſorry that you are fo diſcbegient: 
bur this you learned allo of me. I 
was firit difobedient unto God 
that mace me, The Angels in hea» 
ven bluſh and are athamed to (ee 
your giuttony and intemperance 2 
þut this is your fathers fau:t. Your 
pride hath made you odious and 
deteitable before God : but this 
monſter firſt conquered and trium.- 
phed over me, and ſo pride became 
more proud then ſhe was before, 
This is the inheritance you receive 
from me , nothing elſe bur an heap 
of miſeries, God indeed of his 
free good-will gave unto me by 1 
ſure promiſe Heaven for an inhe- 
rirance, and intailed it upon you : 
But I have undone you all, cur oft 
the intail , and prodigaliy made 

away 
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away all for one bit, I valued my 
witeand my apple more then you 
all, more then Heaven , more then 
God. A curſed and unhappy din- 
ner , for which I deſerved to ſup in 
hell many thouſand years after, L 
lived in Para4ſc, a garden full of 
all delight and pleaſure beyond 
imagination : God gave me he 
frce uſe of ail things therein ; one- 
ly the fruir of one tree was forbide 
den me, I was Lord of all the 
creatures, I was wiſe and beautie 
{uil, ftrong and luly, I abounded 
with all manner of delights. The 
Air was then as temperate as 
could be defircd ; the Clouds were 
clad in bright bive ; the Heaven 
ſmiled upon us 3 the Sunne did 
ſhine ſo pure that nothing could be 
more. All things ſcemed co gratifie 
us at our new marti2zge. Our eyes 
could behold nothing but that 
which was flourithing and pleaſing 
to them 3 Our ears were Conti- 
nually filed with mutick , the 
Birds, thoſe nimble Choriſters of 
the Air , ever warbling out their 
pleaſant dicries, The earth of ir 
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ſelf brought forth odotiferous ci- 
namon and (affren, I was compal- 
ſed about with pleaſures on every 
fide. Ilived free and remote from | 
all care, ſorrow, fear , labour , fick- 
nefſe and death. 1 ſeemed to be a 
God upon carth. The Angels in 
Heaven rejoyced to ſee my happi- 
neſle : There was none that did 
envy me but my ſelf. But becaule, 
JT obcyed not the voyce of God, ally 
theſe evils fell upon me. TI was F : 
driven out of Paradiſe, banithed | ! 
from the ſight of God, and for Þþ t 
ſhame I bid my face. Labour, ſor- þ « 
vt 
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row, mourning, fears, tears, cala- 
mities, a thouſand milſeries ſeiſed 
upoh me, and quite wearied me 

out : you feel it , as many as are of 

my family : and that which ſeemeth 

to be the end of all remporall mi- Þ | 
fery and ſorrow , is oftentimes the Þ, 
beginning of Fternall. O my chil- Þ | 
dren ,learn by your own wofull ex- Þ 
perience, learn by your own lofie | 
and mine, learn I {ay to be wiſe 

at length. T will give you but one 
lefon, and it is but in three words, 


which you ſhajl do well to learn 
by 
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- F by heart, and that is, To hate finne, 
- | Bchold ! Do you not ſee a grie- 
y | vous flame breaking out hard by 
n | me? It hath burnt ever fince lfinne 
fr{t entred into the world,and ſhall 
never be pur out, All other puaith. 
ments are but lighr, and ſhall ſhort» 
- F ly have an end : But the damned 
ſhall be tormented in this flame for 


—— 


may eſcape it, Heaven is ſet open to 
all ; but there is no coming to ic 
but by the way of repentance, and 
the gate of the croſſe: He that walk- 
- | cthinthis way, and entreth in at 
- | this gate, may be certain of his (al- 
| | vatien,and eternall joy in the king- 
: | dome of heaven, where he ſhall 
| | have an everlaſting habitation. 
| þ This is the counſel of Adam to his 
| children, I fay it is Adams countel, 


Who falling once did make his children a} 
Both guilty of his puniſhment and fab. 


Ws. 


+ 


ver and ever. Now if we will, we 
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CHAP. 110. 


The Raven croking. 


7 Ear unto the Scclcton of the 
N Pretoplaſt, or the bare bunes 
of the fir{t man that God made, is 
the Ravens place in the PiQure, 
which maketh very much for the 
repreſentation of Eternity to th 
life. Iris a well known ſaying © 
Saint Auguſtine, Cras, cras, that 
is, To morrow , t0 morrow , is the 
voyce of the Raven : Mourn there- 
fore like a Dove,and beat thy breaſt. 
The chiefeſt cauſe , that I conceive, 
why moſt men loſe their part and 
portion of bletſed Eternity, is be- 
cauſe they ſcck it not To day , but 
deferre the lecking of it till To 
morrow. Fort what is more frequent 
or ordinary, then putting oft repen- 
tance till Tomorrow , To morrow, 
which God doth know we are un- 
certain whether we ſhall live to ſee 
or no ? but that we may not ſeem 
to put it oft without ſome fair pre- 
rence, we make many fair promiſes 
unto God, 

I will 


uo! E ternty. 103 


T will To Mcrrow, that T will, 
I will be ſurc 10 do 7t ; 
Tomorrow comes, Tomorraw goes; 
And ſtill thou art to do it. 
Thus [till Repentance is deferr'd 
From one way to another : 
#ntillthe day of Death is come, 
And Fudgemcnt + the other. 


3 
4 


Bur the day of promiſe is ſo long 
a coming,that the day ot deathoften 
prevemte:h it, and we are {uddenly 
ſnatcht away, and ſwailowed up 
of Fricrnity, and fo plunged into 
the guit , miſerable men that we 
are, into the gulf of everlaſting 
horrour and deſpair. This isitthat 
undoerh many , faith Saint Angi- 
ſtine, whileſt they cty , (149, cras, 
To morrow, 10 morrow, the gate 1s 
fuddenly fhur againſt them : 'Vherc- 
fore the ſonne jof $7irach often cai- | 
” lethupon usto this purpoſe , Make reetus; 
no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, 53+ 
and put not off from day to day: 
For ſuddenly ſhall the wrath of 
God come forth , and in thy ſecu- 
rity thou ſhalt be deflr:yed , and 

periſb 
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periſh inthe day of vengeance. Tt 
Source. Wastruly (aid of Seneca that Ro- 
man Philoſopher, A great part of 
our life we ſpend in doing ill ; the 
greateſt part in doing nothing 3 bur 
all in doing another thing rather 
then that we ſhould. Not unlike to 
rArchimedes, who, when Syracuſc 
was taken , was ſitting ſecure art 

home , and drawing circles withgF1 

his compaſle in the duſt, For doW 
we not ſee moſt men, when the 
Eternall ſalvation of our ſouls is 
in queſtion , handling their duſt, 
and firetching themſelves to their 
fartheſt compaſle, ſet upon the ten- 
ter-hooks, as it were,and diltraRed 
with Law-ſuits, money matters, 
worldly buſinefle, and labours 
that ſhall nothing profit them at 
the laſt ? Eternity is a thing they 
never once think of, er-elſe very 
ſeldome, and then but flight!y, for 
a ſnatch and away , as dogs are 
ſaid to Jap at Nilus, Martha, 
Mariha , thou art careful! and 
troubled about many things : but 
one thing is needfull, and that 
is, Bcatitude, or bleſledneſle , not 
| 
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| that on earth which (ach as it is, is 
yer but ſhort ; but that in heaven, 
which is Eternall, 
Betore we rake any buſineſſe in 
hand, we commonly examine it ar 


r this well known rule, ſaying, Is 7t 
0 worth my pains ? Shall IT get my 
c bread by it ? Should not a Chri- 
 M, ftian man rather in the beginning 


Wok every wotk, fit down and ſay 
& with himſelf, Shall T gain heaven 
vy zt * Will it any thing further me 
in the way t0 bleſſed Etcrnity ? 
We do not love to trouble our 
heads with ſuch. Quere's as theſe, 
we put off the hearing of them till 
another time : we do adjourn it 
from one time to another, and 
another, and ſtill another. And 
at the laſt day of Term , we will 
grant a hearing, Fooliſh men: when 
at laſt we are not able to labour, 
| then we firft begin to think of la- 
bour, When we mult needs depart 
out of this world , then we begin 
to think upon another world. 
When we can live no longer here, 
thea we begin to think of the 


life to come hereafter, When ttc 
jo bour- 
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hour-glafle of our ſhort time 15s 
run cut, then we begin to think 
of Eicrnicy. When there is no 
ttme lefr for repentance , then pre- 


ſently we will repent, When the 0 
exe is (hut , then we knock. Bu: || *! 
this is the fault cf all ſinners 1n - 

t 


generall, ſtil] ro deferre their Re- 
pentance trom day to day, Every 
hinner is ready to ſay, (ſaith Sainc 
Augufline ) I cannot now , T will 
another time. Alas | Alas ! If ano- 
ther time, why not now ? 

Dionyſius King of Sicily diſro- 
bing pcllo of his cloth of gold, 
faid thus, Nec aftati nec hyem? 
veſts hac convenit 3 It is 4 wear 
neither fit for Winter nor Summer. 
In Summer itis too heavy , and in 
Winter it is too cold, So do many 
(faith Saint «Ambroſe) play with 
God ; and deceive their own 
ſouls. They ſay, Let a young man 
live according to the faſhion of 
the World 3 Let him diink and 
dance ; let him go to the Horſe- 
race, and to the Wrei:lers ; let him 
go a courling in the fields with 
his companions, It is for old men 
[Le 
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to {tay at home, and not to ſtirre 
ab:oad , unleſle it be to Church. 
'T his is roo melancholick a life for 
a young man, Burt when they grow 
old, what do they then? Then are 
thcy oid and licely , weak and fee- 

le 3 you muſt not look for thele 
things of them at that age ; their 
{trengeh will not permit : it is not 
wichthem as formerly it hath been; 


5 you mult give them leave to take 


their eaſe 3 let them have a cate 
of their health : This is ail they 
have to do. Thus we letthe oum= 
mer and Winter of our age patle 
away, and never once think of the 
Eternal! Spring, But let us gemem- 
ber our ſelves, and 45 we þave op- 
portunity let us do good. But 
let nor our ſong be any more, wich 


the black Raven, Cras, cras, To. 


morrow , To morrow, and ſo let 
To day, and To morrow, and the 
next, and ſo our whole life paile 
away, and.Etcrnity overtake us 
before we are aware. T's morrow is 
not, To day onely is ours. 90 ſaith 


Saint Fames, Go 19 now, ye that fonts 
ſay, To day , or to morrew we will 
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g6 into ſuch 'a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy aud ſell, and 
get gain; whereas ye know not what 

ſhall be on the morrow, Fer what is 
our life ? Tt is cveu 4 vapour that 

appeareth for a little time, and 

then wvauiſheth away. It was a very 

good anſwer that Acſſodamus gave 

one,inviting him to a feaſt the next 

day , (as it is reported by Guido 

Buuricenfis) My friend , ſaith he 

why dolt thou invite me againſt To 

morrow ? I durſt not for theſe many 

years ſecure my (elf that I ſhould 

live one day 3 for I have expe&ed 
death every hour. No man is 
ſufficiently armed againſt death, 

unleſſe he be alwayes prepared to 
entertain it, Whar is it elſe but 
raſhnefle and folly, folly and mad- 
neſſe , and indeed mere contempt 
of Eternity , for a man to lie 
down incaſc upon a featherbed , to 
fleep ſecure ſnorting and ſno- 
ring, and to lodge an enemy , a 
deadly enemy, all the while, finne 
in his very bofome ? Sudden deaths 
are v2ry common and ordinary 
amongſt us. How many have we 
En TS beard 
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* | heard of, that went to bed well 
4 | over night for ought any man could 
t | tell, ahd were tound dead in the 
s | morning ! T will not ſay carried 
t | away out of their beds, and caſt 
{ | into Hell-fire 3 whether it be fo or 
/ | no God knoweth, Have we not 
E 

C 

0 


OE: FOE IE 


ſeen and known ſome that have 
been ſuddenly ficuck , fallen fick, 
and died in the ſpace of an hour ? F 
Vithin an hour , yea leſſe then an Þ | 
hour , ſound and lick, quick and {;H'E 
dead, And yet do we ( rath and & | 
fooliſh men !) procraſtinate ir from 1168 
diy today (that is nothing) from i 8 

year to year do we deterre our [Fi 
| Repenrance, and the amendment  {W\ 
| | of ourlives, and death mean time 1B 4 

unexpeRed ſeifeth upon us, and 

delivereth us up unto Eternity. 

Saint eAuguftine , eorreing in 4ugar; 

himfelf ſuch lingring and dange- 

rous delay , ſuch lenicude and back 

wardnefle of mind and will to re- 

pent, ſaid thus , I felt and found 

kow I was held intanglced, and [ 

uttered ſuch lamentable complaints 

as theſe, eQuamain, guamadiu, Cras 

& Cras, quare non hac hora finis 
EP = 


_— - 
__, oe 
« JE 


 —_— 
Es = 


__ 
£ S - 
as: 4 


IN > 4 a : 
oy -m— ** ” WTO _ 
XY Ira_psc woe gin man tort 
. ey —_ 


p4 
3h theoae ww ror <4 . oy 
rebehes 7 > — < 
bt” wal on 


— = 


yd rms 


= —_ ——_— c_ 


at 


- 


i 
o 


pul - Dn y - 1 —_ - wi wet < o 
—_——_ S x "I . : 
= _ g - . PR ſk . Klee. none . 
— js — - e- Cwepadtaden WCET” He abr Ei. ad. Ma Loci ES _ - p - > Ws 
— n _ < m—_— - = — - IN : - = a 
Y - ——_— - 1 — VF. 6 ——_—_ [tz mi OC > 234 ng TS hoy - as = —_—_— * S - 
- © a FLEEERE =; = q —_ - bg ITT 3 = 7 5 -_ 


210 The ſeventh Confideration 


turpitudinis mea? How long ſhall J” 
I deterre, and itil! cry To morrow, 
To morrow ? Why do I not now I 
begin , even this very preſent |}; 
hour * Why do 1 not break off 
my finfull courſe , and begin to 
live better > Thus I ſpake, and fell 
a weeping for very contrition of 
heart, 

Aiitovy the Great ( as Sain 
Hicrome witnefleth) when he uſea 
exhortations to the people to ſttrre 
them up to godlinefle and virtue, 
was wont to wiſh them alwayes to 
keepin mind , and ofren medirate 
upon thar ſaying of the Apolile, 
Sol non occidat ſnper iracundiam 
veftram 3 Let not the Sun go down 
upon your wrath. And this prohi- 
bitton he did not reſtrain to wrath 
onely, but made it pgenerall z Let 
not the Sunne go down upon 
your wrath, hatred, malice , envy, 
luſt, or any other finne, leſt it de- 
part from you as a witnefle againit 
you. 

Fobn Patriarch of Alexandria 
had a certain controverfie with one 
Nicetas, a chief man of that city, 


T he 


4 upon Eternity, 2I1 
all F The matter was to be tried at law. 
ew, [fohy was for the poor , Nicetas 
OW Ffor his money. Bat for peace ſake 
ent flthere was a private meeting and 
off hearing appointed , ro ſee if they 
10 Fcould come to ſome compoſition 
tell F and agreement, They met, they 
of Yf:11to words, they were hotat ir, 
2 great deal of choler and Rtomach 
F:5!hown on both parts, neither 
rould yield a jot , neither would 

depart an inch from his right. A 
orcat conflict there was berween 
them, many hours ipent to little 
ate Fourpole : they were further off 
tle, from agreement At lengrh then 
an Fbxfore ; for neither would yicld 
wi Eto conditions propounded by ei 
bl- Wther : well , ir grew late, they de- 
th Fparted more offended and diſplea- 
- Wſcd one with another then before, 
on Wand folefr the ſuit pendent. Nice+ 
'J, £145 thought ita hard caſe to part 
c- ME with his money , and the Patriarch 
1it Fſeemed to bein the righr, and to 
 Mfind our in the cauſe of God and 
{4 Mthe poor, Bur yet when Nrcetas 
ne W was gone , the good Biſhop weighed 
'y- the matter betrer wich himtfelf, 
'# and 
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and condemned himſelf for his} c 
pertinacy , and though he wasinf (: 
a good cauſe and knew italfo, ye x 
ſaid, CanlT think that God will beſ} x 
well pleaſed with this implacableÞj ] 
wrath, and wilfull ſtubbornnefle ?Þ ( 
The night draweth on, And ſhallf 
I ſuffer the Sunneto go down upon 


my wrath ? This is impious, an 
not according to the counſel of t 
Apoſtle. So the good Prelate cou! 
not be at reſt till he had ſent unto 
Nicctas : For he out of hand ſent 
meſſengers of good eſteem , and 
gave them this charge, that they 
ſhould fay no more to him but one- 
ly this, Dominc, Sol ad occaſun 
eft, that is, Szy, The Sunxe 7s g0+ 
ing down. Upon the hearing 
of which meflage , there was ſuch 
a ſudden alreration wrought in 
Nicetas , that his high ſtomach 
came down preſently , he began 
co melt , his eyes did ſtand full 
ſwoln With tears, and he had 
much ado tokeep them in. Out 
of doors he ran preſently after 
the meſſengers ( for he made haſte 
to ſpeak with the Patriarch) and 
coming 
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his coming to him in humble manner 
Sinf ſalured him thus, Holy Father, I 
yer} will be ruled by you inthis or in 
be Þ any other matter, Whereupon the 
ble} Patriarch made him very welcome : 
le ?f| ſothey embraced each other very 
F lovingly, and became good friends. 
Great lurely was the viitue, and 
ſpeedy was the operation of thele 
ew words, The Sunze is going 


ulWpdown : For juſkany upon rhe 
ntoFUÞ hearing thereof a peace was Cone 
ent} cluded betwixt them , which was 


nd | ſought for before with mulcitude 
hey | of words, but could not be effeed. 
ne- ſÞ So do thou, whofoever thou art 
un that knoweſt thy ſelf guilty of 
gv- Il any grievous ſinne, if not before, 
ing towards the evening at leaſt call 
ich to mind thoſe operative words, 
in The Sunue is going down. For 
ach © what knoweft thou whether thou 
an I ſhalt riſe again with the Sunne or 
ullY no > And if thou dieſt in the 


id F n-ght without Repentance , it isa 


Jut FF queſtion in which Eternity thou 
cer MW ſhalt have thy part, whether of the 
ſte I bleſſed, or of the curſed. Where- 
fore do what thou baft to do quick+- 


ly, 
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ly, The Sunne is going down. But Nl 6 
havea care it go not down upon || { 

thy luſt or luxury, envy or bla(- Þ (> 
phemy , detraction or thefr, or ſÞ C 

upon any other grievous ſinne un- Þþ 9 
repented of Good God ! whata || {; 

thing is this ? If there be but a 

ſtain ina garment, a ſpor in the 

face, a blot in the cap, we preſently 

uſe ſome means to take 1: one, or” 

walh it off. Arc theſe ſuch eye- ſorey, 

to us, and yet are we fo blind 
within,that we cannot ſee our ma- 
nifold corruptions and pollutions ? 

or do we ſee and ſuffer them? |} th 

can we ſuffer them and not be |} n:; 
troubled at them ? are we troubled, Il 

and yet ſcek no means to expiate | 1; 

 ,. and purge them out ? When we | is 
” are polluted at any time with the Þ to 
ſtain of finne, we ſhould labour If 5: 
preſently to take it out : the fooncr | (1 

it is done , the better and the lc: 
ea(icr it is. Therefore ſaith Saint Wi; 
Ambroſe Ambroſe , We ought to be carefull Ein 
to repent : but thatis notall 3 Our m 
repentance muſt be alſo ſpeedy, for Ill or 

fear left the heavenly Husband- | th 
man in the Goſpel, that planted a FE m 


fhg- 
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fg-tree in his vineyard , com? and 
ſeck for fruit, and finding none, 
ſay vnto the dreſler of his vineyard, 
Cut it down. If the ſentence be 
once paſt there is no avuiding the 
| fatall blow «: Down it muſt. If 
therefore we find our ſelves once 
wounded with ſinne, let us look 
or helpin time. The brute beaſts 
which have no underſtanding will 
:cach us ſo much providence. The 
Harts of Candy or Creet, afſoon as 
they are ſtruck , runne preſently 
to their Diffamuum or Dittantie 3 


nefle of their young ones 'eyes, flie 
to ferch their Cheltdonium or (e- 
ludine 3 The Dog, when he 
is ics, maketh haite ro' his Graſſe 
tooive bim a vomitz {4 he Toad 
nzhiing with the *pider , afloon as 
ſhe feeleth her (elf begin ro (well, 
crawleth ro her Pla»tain , and fo 
is recovered. Theſe by a naturall 
inſtin& know their own proper 
medicines, and upon all occaſi- 
ons preſently meke recourſe unto 
them, But we poor miſerable 
men, more unreaſonable and with- 
Out 


<f 


the Swallows, to cure the blind». 
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out underſtanding then the beaſts, 
are wounded every day , and that 
many times deadly , and yert- not- 
withſtanding, we leek for no medi- 
cine to cure our ſpiricuall diſcaſcs, 
We uſe the ſame diet we were wont 
to do, we talk as freely and merriiy 
as ever we did, we go to bed at 
our accuſtomed hour , and [leep, 
according to our old compalle? 
But Repentance is the Phyſick tha 
goeth againſt our ſtomachs, Cox- 
zrition cutteth us to the heart, 
Confeſſion ſeemeth bitter in ou: 
mouths : we chuſe rather to con- 
tinue ſick, then to be cured, This 
is our miſerable condition : lo 
fooliſh are we, and void of under- 
ſtanding , either not knowing , or 
at leaſt not embracing that which 
would make for our Eternal 

goods 
If we would give car unto the 
counſel] of the heavenly Angels, 
which ſeem in the PiRure, accotd- 
ng to their deſcription , to give di- 
reQion unto us, and are indeed ap- 
pointed by God as miniſtring lpis 
rits for our good : if we would, 
I ſay, 


upon Eternity, 


2I7 


ſay, give ear unto their counſel, 
then certainly we ſhould neither 
ſuffer our eyes to y{lcep,nor our eye- 
lids to ſlumber, neither the temples 
of our heads pto take any reit , un- 
till our peace and reconciliation 


were made with God. They put 
us till in mind that our day is ale 
moſt ſpent, that the night draws 


"on, that our glaſſe is near running 


out, that death is at hand , and af- 
ter death cometh judg2ment : Bue 
we ſecurely walk on in our old 
way : Let the day ſpend , ler the 
night draw on, let the glafle runne 
out 3 come death , follow judge- 
ment ; we are not troubled art it, 
we care not, we regaid not, no 
warning of the Angels will ſerve 
our tur. 

We —_—_ ſleep, and nevery dream 

OT tNts. 

Unhappy man whoſoever thou art | 
—Pozes hoc (ub caſu ducere [09,104 ? 

And canſt thou ſleep in ſuch a caſe 

as this 4 

Canſt thou go to bed with a 
Coaſcience thus laden with finne ? 
Canit thou take any reſt when _ 
icſt 
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lieſt in danger of Zternall death ? 


. Canfſt thou lodge in the ſame bed 


with the brother of Death, and en- 
rertain {Jeep into thy boſome ? I 
Gn, I tell thee, that I can, and find 
no harm atall by it. Be not too 
confident : That may happen in 
the ſpace of one hour which bath 
not happened in a thouſand, 'T hou 
art [not pait danger : For conlider 
with thy ſelf how long thou haſt 
to live : I here is no great diitance 
berwixt thy ſoul and death , hel! 
and Etcrnity, It ws gonc in a 
breath, Thou mayeſt moſt truly 
ſay every hour, I am within one 
degree of death, within one foot, 
yea within one inch. Death nced 
not ſpend all his quiver upon thec: 
One arrow, the head of one at- 
row ſhal! wound thee ro the heart, 
and make ſuch a large orifice , that 
bloud and ſpirits and Jife and 3. 
ſhall ſuddenly run out togethet, 
Either thou liveſt in a malignant 
and corrupt air, or elſe thou att 
troubled with' diſtillations falling 
down from thy head' upon the 


lungs, or e&ffe there is ſome 0b- 
ftruRiog 


& 


Br 
W 
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by 
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{trugion in the veins or in theliver, 
or elſe the vitall ſpirits are ſuffo- 
cated , or elſe the pulſation of the 
Arteries is intercepted, or elſe the 
Animall ſpirits runne back to their 
head, and there are either frozen 


! todeath, or elſe drowned, One 


way or other thou pofteſt to the 
end of thy ſhort race ; and preſent= 


« ly thou art but a dead man, carried 


away to Fternity in the turning of 
an hand, before thou couldit ima» 
vine or think upon it, There are a 


* thouſand wayes to bring a man to 
| hisend 3 I do not ſpeak of lingring 
| deaths , before which there goes 


{ome warning, but of ſudden deaths 
that ſummon us, arreſt us, and 
carty us away all in a moment. 
He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 
paredly, Death is not ſudden it 
i; be foreſeen and alwayes expeCed. 
That is ſudden death which was 
unpremeditate + and unpremedi- 
tate death is the worſt of all 
deaths : And from ſuch ſudden 


death, Good Lord deliver us. Ir is 
good counſel for every one, let bim 
be of what age be will, for no age 

L 2 is 
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Angus. Thou waſt born ( ſaith Saint eAv- 


is ptiviledged more then another 3 
death harh a generall commiſlion 
which extends to all places, per- 
ſons, ages, there is none exempt : It 
is good counſel then, I ſay, for eve- 
ry one at all times, and in all pla- 
ces, and inall companies to expe& 
death, and to think every day, yea 
every hour to be his laſt : Then 
let bim die when pleaſe God , he 
thall not die ſuddenly. How mas 
ny men have we heard of , whoſe 
light bath ſuddenly been pur our, 
and life taken away either by a fall, 
or the halter, or poyſon, or ſword, 
or fire, or water , or Lions pawes, 
or Bores tusks, or Horſe heels, 
and a thouſand more wayes then 
theſe ! As many ſenſes as we have, 
(that number is nothing ) As 
many parts and members as we 
have ( and yet that is nothing) 
As many pores as there be in al] 
the parts of our body put together, 
{o many windows are there for 
death to creep in at, to iteal upon 
us, and ſuddenly cut our throats, 


gufline ) that as ſure ; For thou 
| ſhalt 


; upen Eternity. 227T 
's EF fhalt ſurcly die. An4 inthis that 


on | thy death is certain, the day alſo of 
r= |: thy death is uncertain. None of 
It Þ usknows how near he draws un- 
Ve= F to his end. I know 70 , faith Fob, 506-32. 
la- |: how long I ſhall live, and how ſoon *** 
et |; my maker may take me away, or 
yea | (as our Tranſlation hath it) T 
hen MM kuow not to give flattering titles : 
he zn ſo doing my Maker would ſoon 
nas & takes me away. In the midit of our 
noſe FB life we ate near unto death : 
"ut, | For we alwayes carry ic in our bo» 
fall, Þ ſome: And who can tell whether 
ord, |: be ſhall livetill the evening or no ? 
wes, | This murderer and man: ſtealer 
eels, |- (for (ol call Neath} hath a thou- 
then þ Jaud wayesto hurt us, asby thun- 
ave, |. der and lightning, ſtorms and tem= 


As. pet, fire and water, &c. Inftru- 
s we Þ ments of miſchief he hath of all 
ing) # forts: as, Guns, Bows, Arrows, 
n all ſk Sings, Spears, Darts, Swords, 
ther, ® and whar not ? We nced not be 
e for © bebolding to former ages for ex- 
upon | amples of ſudden death : Alack | 
-oats, F Wwe have too many in our own 
eAu-W dayes, Have not we our ſelves 
thou known many that laying theme 
ſhalt 3 ſelves 
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felves down. to fleep , have fallcn 
into ſuch a dead ſleep , that they 
are not to be awaked again till they 
hall hear the ſound of the trum- 
pet at the laſt day ? Death doth 
not alwayes ſend his Heralds and 
Summoners before to tell us of his 
coming , but often ſteals upon us 
unexpeRed, and as he finds us 
ſo he takes us, whether prepared 
oe or unprepared. Watch therefore : 

' Fer ye know neither the day nov 
the hour, There is a kind of 
Repentance indeed in Hell 3 bur 
ncither is it true, rieither will it 
profit any rhing at all : for 1t 1s Joy» 
ned with everiaſting and tormene- 
meb.z, ing borrour and deſpair, Now, 
13- TOW 1s the acceptabie time of Re- 
pentance , now Wh1ici] 7t 1s Cal- 
Net.z.8 led to day, - Bring forth thercf ve 
fruits mcet for Repentauce, The 


Jen Night cometh when no man ca! 


+ work, Work therefore while it 


is the cime of this life : which 
may ſeem long unto us, but in- 
deed is very ſhort if it be com- 


»ared with Eternity. And after 
this 
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:his ſhort day of this preſent life 
;. there follows the day of Eternity, 
| whichis infinite long and hath no 
night to come after it, O man! 
whoſoever thou art , think upon 
theſe things : but thou eſpecially 
whoſoever findeft thy ſelf guiity 
of any grievous finne. Repent and 
amend , remember Ftcruity , and 
think upon the day of Death. Ir is 
uncertain in what place Death will 
expe& thee : Do thou therefore 
expe& Death in evety place. AS 
the Lord ſhall find thee when 
he calls for thee, ſo thall be 


alſo paſſe ſentence 
upon thee, 


ER, REC 


bz 


Whatever thor takeft in hand 
rementher the end ,and thou ſhalt 
never do onulte, Ercluz: 7. 76- 


ETERN2//NI 


o 


| OF LIF _— P 
| _____ CHUSE 


Ng DEATH 
b think upon ETERNITIE, 7 nt 
Ito amend ons mannes.s tobilheus: 
| en farewell, efto joyn hand; ut hot: 
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How Chriftians ought not onely 10  Þ 
look upon the Emblemes and Pj- | | 
(furcs of Eternity » but come | 
home and look within themſelves, | 
and ſcriouſly meditate upon the +» Rf! 
thing it (clf. = 


.. Rder requires now , thae 
leaving the P/alniſt 
and the reſt , who have 
deſcribed unto us Eter- 
rity, we ſhould deſcend into our 
ſelves, keep at bome, and ſtay with- 
in. Heisa great Way from home, 
from bim(clt and from bis own ſal- 
vation , whoſoever hath an eye to 
that onely which is Trarfetory, 
L $ ai.d . 
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and forgetteth that which is Eter. 
all. 

The Lawyers know well enough 
that a man will not let go his righ: 
and title, though it be bur in a 
watter of three- half-pence, if it be 
a perpetuity, and to be yearly paid 
for ever. Yea it 1s thought a great 
rent it a man be bound to pay 
though but three farthings year- 
ly to his landelord , as jong as the 
world endures, In ſuch eftecm 
are perpetuities, though in thing! 
little worth , though but thre: 
Pepper-corns, If thou art ſo (oli. 
citous and eager in purſuing thy 
right of three« halfpencez hew comes 
it. to paſſe, Oman, that thou at: 
ſo negligent and carelefe in feck- 
ing after the inheritance of an 
Eternall kingdome, which may bt 
bad at a few years purchaſe ? T br: 
fallcſt out with thy brother fer 
three- halt-pence, thou goeſt to |aw 
with bim, thou makeſt ir a long 
ſuit : In the mean time thou (ut- 
tereſt others to carry away the in- 
heritance of the kingdome of hea- 
ven, What isthe reaſon ? [s it 6 


little 
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little worth? is it not. worth look- 
ing after ? It ſeems , thou thinkeſt 
ſo ; or elie thou wouldelt labour for 
it More then thou doſt, Thou art 
much cumbred about other things, 
thou thinkeſt all pains little 
enough z thou att never weary of 
lecking after them : Bur as for Eter- 
nity , that thou thinket ro be a 
great way off , and therefore thou 
art ſcarce ever at leiſure ſo much as 
once to think upon ir; or, if thou 
2it any time at {cifure then thou 
hait no mind toit, Oh ! icisa 
2rievous thing, and very weariſome 
to be alwayes looking after that 
which yet is not hete ever through- 
iy to be lookt into. Who wozld 


| trouble his head , and weary his 


mind about it ? We are all for the 
preſent : Give us preſ: nt pofleflion; 
thatis the thing we deſire, that is 
the thing we delight in; there is 
ome content in that. 4 

See our folly and want of diſcre 
non! What blindnefle is this, or 
rather 1s it not madnelſle, to look 
tos certainty wheie none is, and 
Wheie it is, neyer to look for - ? 


—_ 
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In a bulinefle concerning our tem- 
porall and uncertain riches we 
love to be certain , we will have 
good f{ecurity , which yet at the 
beſt is very uncertain; But concern- 
ing Eternall and certain rttches, 
we make our ſelves ſo certain, that 
we look for no aſſurance; we are 
ſo ſecure, that we look for no (e- 
curity, which yet if we would we 
might have as good as could be 
defired. Does any man lend mo- 
ney without a bill or a bond , or 
pledge ? Every man hath this pre- 
ſently in his mouth, I love to bc 
certain 3 I deſire good ſecurity ; | 
will go ſafely to work 3 1 will not 
put the matter to hazard. 1 hings 
preſent and certain , when we hold 
the balance , alwayes weigh down 
things future and uncertain. Bert 
ſay we ( as the proverb goes) is 
one bird in the hand theu two in 
the buſh. And, T had rather ſc 
a Wrenin the cage, then an Eagl: 
71 the clouds, We are of *Plautis 
his mind , we carry our eyes 
in our hands, and bclicve no 
more then we ſee. What fond and 
| 2... fol 


” 9-9 
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fooliſh mcn are we, that ſeek for 
certainty of ſuch things as are moſt 
uncertain , which deceive us moſt 
when we make our ſelves mott 
ſure of them , which make them- 
ſelves wings and flic away, whileft 
we think we have them faſt 
enough in our hands | But, be it 
known unto all Chriſtian people, 
| what atlurance and ſecurity Chriſt 
| the King of Heaven will give; 
| what aſiurance, I ſay, of Ercrnall 
| life Chrilt will give unto all thoſe 
| that will enter bond for perfor- 
| mance of covenants : Tf thou wilt Math. 
| enter into life , keep the Command. 9 27» 
| ments, St vis ad vitam ingred:, 
ſerua mandata. The condition 
of this obligation is ſuch , thar 
if thou keepelt the Command» 
ments, thou ſhalt entcr into life, 
life Eternull ; Bur if thou breake 
et the Commandments , inaſ- 
much as thou breakeſt them , then 
this obligation ſhall be void and 
of nons efftet. For whoſoever 
breaketh one of theſe Command. 
ments, and de'erreth his repen- 
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hour wherein tz hath ſinned, (eek 
reconciliation and peace with God, 
whom he hath oifended , he is i: 
danger to loſe himſeit. and'all that 
he hath , and manitcitly hazardeth 
the Etcrnall falvatioa both of 
ſoul and body. There is but three 
fingers breadth, or rather bur an 
inch betwcen him and death, For 
he hath within himſelf the mat- 
ter of a thouſand diſeaſes and 
cauſes of death : And yet rath 
and fooliſh man ! he pechitech anc 
continueth fill without fear or 
witin the tate of damnation : in 
which ſtate if itſhould pleaſe God 
to rake him away fugdent , Ks 
in danger to periſh everiaſtingly. 
Is it not a bold and fooliſh pait 
for a man to adventure all 
that he hath at a caſt, and 
hazard the lofle of Etcrnall 
riches when he may eafily keep 
them ? 

If a man ſhould ſuffer in Hell 
but ſo many torments as he hath 
lived hours, or but ſo many tor- 
ments as he hath committed {innes 
all his life , this might ſeem ſome- 

FS what 


- 
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what themore tolerable. If it were 
{o, that in hell thece were any end 
of tormeats afcer the expiration of 
any certain number of years, men 
would make no end of finning all 
the dayes of their life : The cne- 
mics of God would increaſe every 
day more and more. For albct 
they know that the torments 1 
Hell are {o many in number , thar 
they cannot be numbred ſo long 
for continuance, that they cannor 
be meaſured ; {o grievous for qua= 
lity , that they canor be endured 
>ut with ſuch infinite pain, that 
every minute of an hour {h:!l ſeem 
a whole year : Notwithſtanding 
all this, men are nothing dzrerred 
from finne, but walk on boldly, or 
rather run head long to their own 
deſtraQion, 

if all the torments that can be 
inflicted or imagined , fh-uld be 
heaped together upon the head of 
a man for an hundred years toge- 
ther, they would not come near 
the puniſhments of Hell for one 
year, no not for a day , nor yet an 
hour, All the puniſhments that 
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"Thieves, Robbers, Murderers, and |  T! 
ſuch MalefaRours ſuffer , though ! M fil 
orievous for the time, yer they are! I 15 | 
quickly ended 3 in three or foug life 


dayes they are over, or in the com 
paſſe of a week at moſt : But th 
rorments of rhe damned are not 
for a ycar, or an age, but for every 
God ſhall ever puniſh them becauſe 
he can never puniſh them enough 
though he puniſh them to all 
Etcrnity. 


S$%2046$4:0090-06% 
CHaaAP. I. | 


Eternity doth rot oricly cut off all | | 
comfurt and ca[c, but even 
all boe alſo. 


N this life we have Hepe for our * 

comforter in all calamities and | 
diſtrefles , which hath a ſovercign / 
virtue to mitigate and aflwage all 
pains and ſorrows. And God of | 
his great mercy for the moſt part / 
in adverſities ſtil] leaveth a man | 
ſome Hope of help and tuccovr. | 


The 


[ave 1), 


Poe, 


upon Etcrnity, hk T4 


The ſick man as long as he lives, he 
{til! lives in Hope : as_long as there 
is life there is Hope, Bat after this 
life ended there remaineth to the 
damned no more any Hope of com- 
forc. Hope the lalt comforter of 
ail rakech her flight, and Etcr« 
all deſperation ſeizeth upon them. 
The Prophet Daniel ſpeaketh of an 
Angel coming down from Hea- 


Iboughs , ſhake off her leaves, and 
carter her fruit abroad, yet leave 
the flump of the roots thereof mn 
the earth. Upon which words, faith 
Sint Ambroſe, The leaves and the 
Fruit are ſhaken off, but the root 
is preſerved ; that is , Delights here 
zre taken from us, and puniſhments 
are inflied upon us, but yet Hope 
is not taken away from us, Be- 
hold ! The root is preſerved, Hope 
S[eft behind. In Hell jc hath nov 
ooting. Behold the day cometh, 
ryeth the Prophet Aalzihy, 
Wha: ſhall burn them up , ſaith 
Wb: Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall 
leave them neither roat nor branch. 
| And 


ven, and ſaying , Hew the rce pas. 
down aud deſtroy it , cut off her 423+ 
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And Fob ]amenting , cryeth our, TI 


Fob 
"9.1% am gone, and my Hope hath he re- 


moved like a wee. The Hope , ot 
the expectation of the wicked ſhall 
periſh ; fo ſaith Selomon, There- 
fore whileſt there is time and place 
for Hope let us have Hope 3 but let 
us Hope for ſuch things as we 
ought. All humane things are vain 
and uncertain : The Heathen 
Poets tell us ſo much in theſe 
Verſes. 


Pre. 10, 
þ3 


( filo, 
Omnia ſunt hominim tre ferdentid 
Ft ſubs ei'u qua valuere rnunt. 


All humane things hang by a flender 
thred, 

Whar ſtands moſt trong is quickly 
ruincd, 


We muſt not therefore place our 
Hope, truſt, and confidence in ſuch 
Bernd, things. S. Bernard ſheweth us 2 
better way in theſe words, Faith 
faith, God hath prepared for the 
faithfull great and unconceivabic 
good things : Aud Hope ſaith, He 
hath reſerved them and laid them 
up for me : And Charity ſaith in 
the third place, I make haſte, - 
think 
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hink it long till I come to them. 
True Hope, as Saint Gregory afhr- 
neth , raiſeth up the mind to the 
rhought of Eternity , and taketh 
away the ſenſe of all outward crofe 
ſes and troubles. True Hope makes 
1s co underſtand that all worldly 
things are vain , but a Modicum, 
but for a moment : But oh that mo. 
ment on which all Eternity doth 
tepend ! The day of death, and the 
hour of the extreme and laſt ago- 
ny is properly that moment , and 
that precious jewel , for buying 
whereof the wife merchant ſelleth 
1|| that he hath. But few know 
jhe worth of this jewel. About 
Fiernall alvation , ſaith Saint Hie- 
me, every man is negligent, But 
vhat is the reaſun that men are (o 
icoligent in a thing of ſuch great 
noment ? Poor men ! we are trou- 
led with weak and ill eyes, We 
le well enough near at hand , bur 
can ſcarce perceive any thing 
farre off. I do not (ſpeak of ſuch as 
re come to mans eſtate, or ſuch as 
te grown old : Boyes and Girles 
hen they are new taken from 
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their cradle, before they have all E 
their teeth come foith , learn the || ranc 
firſt elements of vices, they {mutch | Etey 

[f their fingers preſcutly with the (uil over 

| of covetouſneſle ; and atter a while | Hea 

WO they have an unſatiable defire after} nor , 
| getting riches, they learn to mate the t 
oocd matkers for themſelves 3 it proc, 

they meet with a good penny wotth, 
they preſently lay hold upon it; $ # 

their band is preſently in the purſe, 

cither laying out for gain, or recel- 
ving in gain; they know how wr... 
mak? the beſt uſe and advantage 4 

F.. their money 3 they get an inſight In» 

4 to the myſteries of divers trades, 

F they will be ralking of merchan-l 5 W, 
diſe , they will learn good judge 1 {tia 
ment of wines , they will tel] ycuſſ that 
whar faſhion and cut is in uſe be {eldon 

, yond feas : Fuvenal the Poet in biſand g 

| Satyres gave theſe a laſh long ago would 
poſe tt 

This o'd w wes reach boyes in tur nf ide o! 

\ +, fancy. ND No a { 
| And carl: 5 do Lam Before their AB which 
78 Hem:e 15 the riſe, ſea cor 
Mc Of (11119 wice, our, $; 
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Hence cometh our grofſe 1gn9- 
rance, and forgetfulnelle of things 
Eternall, Young and old, all do 
over value their money : but as for 
Heaven and Eternity , they know 
nor , ncither will they underſtand 
the true worth of them. Bur ler us 
proceed, 


Þ 5 PÞPPPPH OHSS HbG 
CHAP. EH. 


Eternity is 4 Sea and 4 three heae 
ded Hydra z but it is alfo 2 
Fountain cf all joy. 


Would fain ask thee, O Chri- 

{tian man , whoſoever thou art 
that heareſt Sermo'is often , but 
{c|ldome, it may ve ., with attention 
and devotion ; thee eſpecially fain 
would I ask one queſtion, Sup- 
poſe thou ſhouldeit take in hand to 
ade ont all the water in the fea in« 
t0 a ſmall river near adjoyning, 
which runneth back again into the 
ſea continually as fait as it is calt 
21. Suppoſe thou ſheculdeſt uſe no 
Xher ladle but a very ſmall ſpoon 

ca 
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calt it out with all. Now tell me, 
How long doſt thou think thou 
ſhouldeft be 1n draining of the ſea ? 
Or again , Suppoſe thou ſhouldeſi 
draw it out with a bucket as big as 
an hogſhead , and as faſt as thou 
drawett, pour it ont into anuther 
channel : Anſwer me, In how ma- 
ny years doſt thou think tho 
ſhouldeft be able to draw the ica 
dry ? To fit ſcorching and frying 
in the flames of Hell- fre ſo many 
years, I know thou wilt ſay, were 
a grievous and wretched torment : 
And yet the damned would think 
it well with them if it were ſo: 
they wou!d like the condition wel!; 
and not think the time long , {6 
that they had any aſlurance, that at 
tength their torments thould have 
an end, and not extend to ail 
Eternity. 

We reade in Heathenyſh Au- 
chours of old tinge, a thing more 
ſtrange then trus, of a certain Hy- 
dra, or Snake, which (as chey feign- 
ed) had three heads, and afſoon 
aS one was cut off, had two ſhoot 
up in the place thereof. But if this 
Hydra 
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Hydra be any where to be found, 
itisin Hell ; where there tis a three- 
told Eternity , which like the Hy- 
dra ftretcheth out her long neck 
with three heads, that is, The pain 
of loſe, the pain of ſenſe, and the 
worm of conſcience that never dy- 
eth, What miſerable and improvi- 
dent men are we, that having but a 
ſhort journey to go, but full of dan- 
gers all the way, go on notwith= 
itanding ſo merrily and ſportingly, 
aS if we were walking all che while 
through a Paradiſe or a moſt plea- 
ant garden, free from all fear of e- 
12emies , andin the end of our walk 
preſently to be received and admit - 
ted as Citizens into our Heavenly 
Countrey, a place of all ſecurity : 
Fat can we bc ignorant ? if we be, 
it iS 0u2 own fault. But: we canno: 
2c ignorant that at length we ſhall 
come to the two gates of FErcrnity, 
the one of the blefled , the other of 
the damned : And enter we muſt 
at one of them « that is certain : at 
which God knows 3 itis according 
1s we ſhall behave and carry our 
<cives by the way. : 

L 4u- 


L exr. 
Juſi;n, 
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Laurentius Fuſtiniauus, won- 
dring at the merry madnefſe of 
ſuch travellers, breaks forth into 
this exclamation. Oh the lamen- 
table condition of mortall men, 
which go on cxulting all the way, 
while# they are but exiles, or ba- 
nithed men from their own coun- 
trey ! Let us not fettle cur minds 
upon any vain joyes and fond toyes 
by the way , whiteſt we are travel- 
ling towards our Countrey 3 but 
let us ſorun our race, thar at the 
end thereof we may obtain admit, 
tance 1n at the gate which 1s the 
entrance to Eternall bleiſedneſle, 
God hath indeed created us ra- 
ther untv joycs ane pleaſures then 
unto labours and ſorrows, but we 
are much miitaken both of the 
time and place : It 1s not here, : 
ſhall be hereafter. Joyes are pre- 
pared in Heaven 3 but none but 
the good and faithfull ſervants 
ſhall enter into them. And by what 
means may a man obtain entrance * 
Knowelt thou nor what Chriſ: 


Merch, ſaid ? The Kingdome of Heaven 
11.12. (uffereth violence 3 
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tent take it by force, Think now 
thus with thy (jt, AmlT this vio 
lent man ? Is this the violergghere 
ſpoken of, To cat, to drink, to riſe 
up to play, tolie down ro take my 
eaſe ? Ir is not certainly, Fight 
we mult , bur it muſt be the good 
fight, like Chriſtian champions 3 
Run we muſt, but ſo that we may 
obtain ; Strive we muſt , but to en= 
ter in at the trait gate : Labour we 
muſt, and offe: violence to the 
kingdome of heavcn ; but it mult 
be in due time and place : Now 
whileſt we havetime 5 here, whileſt 
we are on the way , whilcſt we 


. have life and ſtrength , that when 


we come to the point of death, and 
ſo palle the Horizon of this world, 
and depart into another never to 
return back again ; when we ſhall 
be tranſlated trom time to Ercrnity; 
then at the laſt we may have jey 
for our lif- paſt, and hope for that 
which is to come, Let us labour 
therefore, ':t us labour, I iay, and 
offer violence to our (elves, fight- 
ing againſt our own froward wilis 
and affeRigns : ſo thall we ob- 
M | 
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tain by the mercy o' God cver- 
laſting rctt for thort labcur , and 
Eternall gloty tor a tew dayes 
travel. 

True and ſolid joy is not hereto 
be found in vain delights and plea- 
ſures, but in hcaven , where ther 
is joy and plcajure for evetmore, 
God preparcd a gourd, and maic 
't come cver enah, that it might 
be a ſhadow ver bis head, to de- 
liver him from his gvicf. $9 Fiona 
was excceding glad of the gourd. 
Ard whit is all the pleaſure, or 
rather vanity of this preſent world? 
Is it not like Fonah's gourd flou- 
riſhing for a time , and yielding a 
comfortabie thadow 2 Rich mcn 
have their gourd ailo, that 1s, thei: 
riches ; under the ſhadow whereet 
they rejoyce with exceeding grea! 
joy, Drunkards and giuttons have 
chetir gourds allo, that is, great 
tables and delicious fare, under the 
ſhadow whereof they are merry 
and joytnll, Voluptuous men allo 
bave ther gourds too, that 1s, thici: 
unlawfuil pleaſures, under the 
ſhadow whereof they lie down 
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and ſport themſelves. But (alas ! ) 
ſorrow fullows aire: fuck jay, and 
ſuddenly overt:ik's its t het mitth 
is ſoon tuined into mourning z and 
their de-fghrs and olaſures end 
in gail a d hi:te:netle. For what 
becaine of Fon? 5 yore ? Goa 
| prepared 1 wm whey the morn- 
ing role the *OXt day 47d it 
ſmote the gourd that it withered, 
Now tell m. , Fonab, where is thy 
gourd 7 Whac 1s becoine of it ? 
: W here is now thy exceeding 
great joy ? Thy are both gone to- 
; vether, Thy gourd 15 withered, 

3nd thy ioy is ended. Sch aic our 


vain delights and pleaſures, ſuch 


is our -Joy , rather ſhadows of 
3 things then any thing indeed, they 
| paſſe away ſuddenly , and become 
like Fonah's gourd that ſoon wi- 
trhered. The joy of this world is 
but for a moment, but the joy of the 
ve to come is for ali Etcrnty. 


- CS - -——_ - - _ — & INOS _— : 
4 We BE ks Sag ER T_ Care EO IEmYy — > = 
Po arts, fon , = 0 3 = ES <= oe nw. FEY ES; *R - - 
St ws +: 2 LR *%: . 4 Ls, 4 2 = bo 
AT moe ho IS, FEA p - 
d 4 ra > ix , = 7 
, i” Frys. $5 5926 . 
; A ot hag 
4 


Lae4 
Uo Ee © 
£ 


244 The eighth (onfideration 


CHAP, III. 


Ficre 1s declared by a moſt memo- 
rable example , Hew ſwect 
and precious the tafic of 
Eternity 7s, 


TJ His knew Theodorus very well, 
one born of Chriſtian Parents ; 
and as it ſeems he learned it be- 
times, when for years he was but a 
youth, but an old man for judge- 
ment and diſcretion, For on a great 
Feſtivall day kept throughout all 
Egypt, there being a gicar feaſt at 
his fathers houſe, and many in- 
vited thereunto , when ſome were 
eating and.drinking , others lau;h- 
ing and playing, and others fport- 
ing and dancing, he amidit all theſe 
jollities retired bimſelf ro his 
inward cloſet, finding himſelf 
wounded to the heart , but with a 
chaſte arrow, For thus he began to 
expoſtulate with himſelf, Unhap- 
Py Theodore / What would it pros 
fit thee, if thou ſhouldelt gain the 
whole world ? Many things thou 
kaſt indecd 3+ but canft thou tell 
how 
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how long thou ſhalt enjoy them ? 
Thou liveſt in abundance now ; 
thou mailt fealt it and make merry, 
thou mailt laugh and be fat, thou 
maiſt rejoyce and skip for joy : 
But art thou ſure how long this 
ſhall laſt > T ſhould like it well if 
it would laſt alwayes, Burt what 
ſhall Ido? Shall I for the enjoying 
of theſe ſhort and tranſitory plea- 
ſures and delights deprive my ſelf 
of thoſe joyes which are Fternall? 
Tell me, Theodore, is this accord- 
ing to Chriſtian Religion, to frame 
unto our ſelves an heaven here on 
earth, and think to paſſe from de-_ 
lights to delights, from Temporall 
to Eternall ? Either I am much de» 
ceived, or elſe Chriſt ſhewed vnto 
us another way unto the kingdome 
of heaven, and that is through ma- 
ny tribulations. Therefore have 
no more to do with worldly vant 
ties, but preferre Fternall joyes 
before Temporall., "Thus he faid, 
and fell a weeping, So then he re- 
tired himſelf into a wichdrawings 
room, and there profirating him- 
{elf upon the earth, he praycd after 

M 3 this 
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CHAP, III, 


Ficre is declared by a moſt memo- 
rable example , Hew ſwect 
and precious the taſte of 
Eternity 7s, 


4 Bath knew Theodorus very well, 
one born of Chriftian Parents ; 
and as it ſeems he learned it be- 
times, when for years he was but a 
youth, but an old man for judge- 
ment and diſcretion, For on a great 
Feſtivall day kept throughout all 
Egypt, there being a gicar feaſt at 
his fathers houſe, and many in- 
vited 'thereunto , when ſome were 
eating and.drinking , others lau; h- 
ing and playing, and others tport- 
ing and dancing, he amidit all theſe 
jollities retired bimſelf to his 
inward cleſet , finding himſelf 
wounded to the heart , but with a 
chaſte arrow, For thus he began to 
expoſtulate with himfeif, Unhap- 
Py Theodore / What would it pros 
fit thee, if thou ſhouldelt gain the 
whole world ? Many things thou 
kaſt indecd 3+ but canft thou tell 
how 
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how long thou ſhalt enjoy them ? 
Thou liveſt in abundance now; 
thou mailt fealt it and make merry, 
thou mailt laugh and be fat, thou 
maiſt rejoyce and skip for joy : 
But art thou ſure how long this 
ſhall laſt > I ſhould like it well if 
it would laſt alwayes, But what 
ſhall I do ? Shall I for the enjoying 
of theſe ſhort and tranſitory plea- 
ſures and delights deprive my ſelf 
of thoſe joyes which are Fternall? 
Tell me, Theodore, is this accord- 
ing to Chriſtian Religion, to frame 
unto our ſelves an heaven here on 
earth, and think to paſſe from de- | 
lights to delights, from Temporall 
to Eternall ? Either I am much de» 
ceived, or elſe Chriſt ſhewed vnto 
us another way unto the kingdome 
of heaven, and that is through ma- 
ny tribulations. Therefore have 
no more to do with worldly vant 
ties, but preferre Frernall joyes 
before Temporall., "Thus he ſaid, 
and fell a weeping, So then he re- 
tired himſelf into a wichdrawings 
room, and there profirating him- 
(lf upon the earth, he prayed after 
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this manner , Erternall God , my 
heart is naked aud open before 
thee : I ſend up my Gghs as hum- 
ble Oratours and Petitioners unto 
thee ; I koow not what to ask, nor 
how. Onely this one thing I beg 
at thy hands , that thou wilt not 
ſuffer me to die an Eternall death, 
Lord, thou knoweſt that I love 
thee, and that I defire to be with 
thee, that I may fling Fternall 
praiſes unto thee, Lord, have mer- 
&y upon me. Whileft he was thus 
praying in comes bis mother on a 
ſudden , and preſently percetverh 
by the rednefle and moittnefſe of 
his eyes that he had been a weep- 
ing, and thereupon ſhe ſaith , My 
Sonne, What is the matter with 
thee 2 Why weepeſt thou 2 Why 
mourneſt thou ? Why keepeſt thou 
our of {1ght to day 2 Why doit thou 
not come to the table ? The reſt 
are all there: Thy company is de- 
fired ; Come away. But 7 heodorc 
anſwered and ſaid, I pray you, good 
mother , have me excuſed: I find 
my ſelf ſomewhat il] at ftomach, 
I pray you do not urge me to eat 

of 


pon Eternity, 247 


or to drink againſt my ſtomach. $0 
wich a fair and colourable pre- 
tence he ſent away his mother. | 
Then being alone he conferred 
wich (God & himſclt about Etcrnity, 
and ftrickly examined all the courſe 
of his life, ſaying unto himſelf, 
What am I ? or, What have I been? 
How hath it been with me kereto- 
fore ? or , How thall it be with me 
hereafter, if I loſe my part and fel- 
lowihip in the kingdome of heaven 
and blefled Eternity ? There are 
divers ways to heaven 3: ſome go 
one way, fome another : Ir is no 
matter Which way we go , ſo we 
60mMe thither. But becaute all wayes 
are not alike, neither are all natures 
alike, every man ought to chule 
that way whichis molt convenient. 
Thereis a (hocc way , and a long 3 
2 ſafe way , and a dangerous: It 
then |} be afraid ro go a long and 
dangerous way , tee 15 a ſhorter 
and a ſafer, which it 1 tail chuſe, 
without all doubt I ſhall have the 
Angels for my companions and 
comforters , and they will rejoyce 
with me. Bat my friends will 

M 4 grieve” 
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grieve at it : at the farft, it may be; 
bur after a while they will alſo res 


Joyce, Well , Theodore, deferre a 


while, but not too long, and do 
not yield too much. 1 hope I ſhall 
one day grow a ſtrong man, and 
then I fſhajl be better able to deal 
with mine enemies , for I ſhall 
find thoſe that are firong : But 
what if they be cafe, flattering, 
fawning , and ſuch as will even 
weep for me ? T he truthis, I am 
molt afraid of ſuch. But pluck 
up a good heart, man, and though 
by nature thou art flexible and 
calily moved, yet pray unto Chriſt 
and he wiil make thee ſtrong and 
immoveable. But what if thy mo+- 
ther fails a weeping , beleecheth 
thee with her tears trickling down 
her checks ? What if ſhe hangs 
about thy neck, and deſires thee 
to ſpare thy ſelf ? What if the 
fhews thee her breaſts which gave 
thee ſuck 2 Will not all theſe 
move thee ? Here remember What 
Saint Hicrome ſaith , Notwiths 
ſtanding all theſe importunities, 
run with ſpeed unto the — 
( 
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of Ghriſts Crofle: It is a virtue and 
; Praiſe- worthy to be cruel in ſuch 

aCaſe as this, It is the portion and 

inheritance of thy mother the 

Church to ſtand under the Crofle 

of Chriſt : So did Mary the mother 

of Chriſt ; and ſo muſt thouifthou 

wilt have God thy Father in hea- 

ven, and the Church thy mother 
| on earth.: And ſo thou wilt do, if 
thou beeſt a true Sonne and no 
battard, But muſt [ do it now in 
my youth , in the very flower of 
mine age?chat's hard.So it is indeed 
to fleſh and bloud. But experience 
teacheth it, that God is nut well 
pleaſed with late ſervice : fas late 
ſervices are ſeldome good. T here- 
fore they do well that begin, to ſerve 
God betimes , that ſeek him early, 
and rhat remember himin the dayes 
of their youth, and learn ro ſubmit 
their tender necks unto the yoke of 
Chriſt, But I have been brought up 
tenderly,I have been fed with dain= 
ties : and ſhall I now enter upon a 
ſti& and rigid courſe of life, and 
| bid adieu toall my pleaſures ? Shall 
L be able to endure it ? I hope T 
Ee © (hall 
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fhall. But, how long ? For a year 
or two ? That's not enough : I muſt 
20 further, and centinue to the 
end, even as long as b live, There- 
fore weigh and conhder the matter 
well with thy ſelf , before thou re- 
ſolveſt ; and either never b:gin , or 
elle continue to the end. [ will 
þy Gods aliftance ; for I hope he 
will not leave me alone to itrive 
with theſe difficulties, which of my 
ſelf I thall not be able ro overcome, 
But it is a hard marter to firive 
againſt cuſtome, T have hitherto 
lived like a Noble man and a 
Free-man ; and ihall 1 now live like 
a poor man and a ſlave ? or, it [ 
do, how long ſhall 1 live ſo? 
If T put on the poor mans perſon, 
and a& in the Theatre of this 
world, when ſhall I putir off? Ac 

2end of thelafſt A&. And how 
farreis it thither ? As long as itis 
to the laſt breath, Thy part is not 
ended till thou act ro depart out of 
this life, 1f thou once comeſt forth 
in the poor mans drefle , there is 
no putring it oft again : Thou muſt 
not oncerbink of thy lilks , ſatrens, 


ant 
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and velvers : purple and fine linnen 
thou muſt not wear , untill thou 
beeſt clothed with the robe of ime 
mortality and glory, Theodore, 
what thinkeſt thou ? ſhalt thou be 
able to hoid out to the laſt AR? 
I will {trive what I can, and com- 
fort my ſelf by the example of 
orher good Aftours that have gone 
before me. And whom fhould 1 
chuſe rather to follow and imi- 
tare then Chriſt the Sonne of 
God, who voluntarily became 
poor, and made himſelf of no re» 
putation, humbling himſelf above 
meaſure, tv do and ſuffer like a 
ſeryant, being Lord of all? And 
{hall not I do and ſvfler any thing 
after his example ? Shall not 1 
take up the Crofſe and foliow 
bim ? Am I better then he ? Why 
ſhould I be afraid to follow, 
ywhen I have ſuch a Leader ? For 
who is it 2 Who bids me follow 
him ? It is the voyce of a man that 
I hear 3 but it 1s the will of God, 
whom I ought to obey, becauſe he 
commands... Bur this is too high 2 
point of pluloſophy , for a man 


ts 
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to forſake his riches, and to em- 
brace poverty, And what wilt 
thou do, Theodore ? Reſolve with 
thy ſelf what to do, 

Why do I thus long doubt and 
diſpute within my ſelf? Why do 
IT. waver thus between hope and 
fear ? Have I not the. example of 
my Lord before mine eyes ? Did 
not he ſuffer many things not to 
be uttered ? Was not he nailed to 
the Crofle, and deſpitefully uſed ? 
He forfook his heavenly treaſures, 
and came poor into this world. 
His birth and death. ſhew ir. 
At his birth he wanted a cradle: 
In his lifc he had not where to hide 
his head : And at his death he had 
mot Wherewithall to cover his 
body. Naked came he into this 
world , and naked he went out, 
How was it with him in a 
was fain to flee from one place to 
another, He was often wearied 
with travel , ſcorched with hear, 
and dry for thirſt, He was as 
indefatigable in doing, as he was 
patient in ſuffering. : and both 
in an high degree, Was ever any 

| one 
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one ſo well bent to poverty , ſs 
patient in labours, and ſo gentle 
and mild when he was reproached ? 
And ſhould I be aſhamed of ſuch 
a Leader ? Should 1 bluſh to be 
called one. of his followers ? Shall 
not I be content to be ſuch as my 
Lord and Saviour will have me to 
be ? I am ready for love of him to 
ſuffer hunger, thirſt , cold, naked- 
nefle, poverty , and ſuch like. I 
am willing for his fake to be 
bound , burnt , and cut in pieces, 
Theſe ſufferings are bu: ſhort, they 
cannot continue long. But the 
Joyes or rerments of Eternity 
are long indeed : for they. ſhall ne- 
ver have end. Therefore fare- 
well all che world , and the things 
thatarein it, I care not for you, 
I regard you not 3 Farewell, I ſay, 
But welcome , Eternity , whenſo« 
ever thou comeſt : Thou art the 
onely thing thar I feek after ; my 
ſoul longerh after thee, there is 
nothing that I defire in compariſon 

of thee. * 
Wirh the heat of ſuch cogitati= 
ons his ſoul. was ſo ſet. on bces 
nat 
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that it was inflamed with the [ove 
of Erernjity , which the bleficd 
ſhalt enjoy in heaven, Uheretore 
he reſolved ro take leave of ns 
parents, to forſake his riches, and 
bid acieu to his delights for ever, 
He did not 1elolve haftily, but 
continued in his reſolution con- 
ftantly, He was not (oon hot, and 
foon cold ; He was not altered all 
on the ſudden : He did not pale 
from one excireme to another ? He, 
did not {irtve for the higheſt pitch 
at the firſt, but roſe up by degrees 
and became one of Puchomins his 
Scholars. You have hcard the 
Prelogiie 53 but there follows no 
Tragedy after it ; For , contrary 


' to the Jaw of a Tragedy , we 


bave a ſorrowfull beginning, bur 2 
joyfull ending. He came forth with 
a Lairymg , but went off with a 
Pliuditc 5 Ar his Intrat there 
was weeping for giicf , but at his 
Exit there was clapping of hands 
for joy, Thus have ye heard ti 
itte and death of Theodorus , wholz 
foul fed (45 it were) upon thoughts 
oh Aternjty ) and was delighted 

w - there 
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vacrewich as with marrow and fat- 
ncile, He was not of the worlds 
mind, Waich counreth Ercrmty 
bur a fabie ; but retuſed nor himleif 
to becoine a table and a by- word in 
the world, being peiſwad ied fully of 
a biciled 'E: iernity , and earneſtly 
dei: ing and thirſting co have a 
part 1i1 it, 

Chrittan brethren , ſhall T ſocak 
a free word bur a true ? or, not 1 
but Thcodorus s Monit men live o, 
aSif rhere were £6 ſuch thing as 
Eternity , as 1{it were but a mere 
fable and tcignzd thing. Bur what 


do | reli you of Tho forus £5 Will 
you hear wha: Sainz Peter ſatth ? 2 Petge 


4 / ? . i9, 
The day of ihe Lord will come as 


a Ihicf in the night, in the which 
the heaven (pal paſſe away with 
a great ſb ant tithe elements 
ſnall melt with fervent heut, the 
carth allo and the works that are 
th-rein (hall be buynt up. © COING 
then that all thefe things [hull bg 
diffolued, what mauncr ef men 
04ght we to be in all þ:! 6 C4. »verſa- 
tion and godlineſſe £ Bur where 


are thoſe men now adayes by 
whoſe 
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whoſe holy converſation and god. 
linefle a man may judge that they 
believe Saint *Pcter that the day 
of the Lord is coming , and that 
Eternity ſhall follow after > But 
if you will not believe Saint *Pe- 
ter, hear what Truth it (elf ſaith, 
Wide is the gate and broad js the 
way that leadeth 10 defiruftion, 
and many there be which go i 
thereat. Certainly men would 
not go in at the broad gate of 
deftruQion, if they did think they 
ſhould come out no more , if they 
did oncedr:am of Etcrnity, But; 
as I ſaid before, moiſt men make 
Etcrnity but a feigned thing , a 
witty invention to keep men in 
aw, and a good honeſt fable, And 
yet how many are apt to ſay, We 
believe that there is a blefled Etcr- 
nity after this life, we hope ts 
tave part in it , we have a defire 
and longing after it. But (alas !) 
how little 1s their faith ! how vain 
is their hope | how cold is their 
defire ! Poole pleaſures, money-in 
the hand, the allurements of the 
Ucih ſteal away the kearts of ma» 

DY; 
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ny , and by little and little make 
the defire and love of Zternity 
orow quite cold in them , as if 
they had drowned and buried it 
in the grave of oblivion, We 
hear it ofren read and preached, 

Thus {aith the Lord , This isthe 
commandment of the:-Lord : And 
as often as we hear it, we till 
negle& ir, Say the Lord what he 
will, corumand what he will, our 
old way pleaſeth usbeſt , }Y/c will Jn 
walk aficr our own devices, and © 
we wlll every one do the imagiuatte 
om of his cuil heart. Tycrefore 
thus ſaith the Lord, «Ak ye now 
amongit the heathen , who hath 
heard ſuch horrible things ? Had the 
pzople which knew no God but 
known theſe ſecrets of Eternity, 
certainly they never would have 
conteitmed and negle&ed theme 
Goronow, O ye {onnes of men, 
Becauſe I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed , T have firachcd cut my 
hands, and no maa regarded ; 1 
will alſo laugh at your calamity, T 
will mock when your fear comcih 8 
when your fear cometh as deſola- 

1100, 
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tion and your deſtruction cometh 
as 4 whirlwind, when diſtrifſu and 
anguiſh cometh upon yuut, when 
Etcruity ſhall ſuddenly overtake 


you, It Death ſeize upon you in 


this miſerable ſtate and condition, 
there is then no bope of metcy : 
The gate is preſently ſhur, thcie 
is no opening of ir : The ſentence 
of condemnation is paſt , there 
is no repealing of it, Depart ye 
curſed into cuerlaſting fire prepared 
for the Devil and his &ingels. 
Wacch therefore, good Chri- 
fians, watch, I ſay; The Judge 
ſtands at the gate. That may happcn 
iN a minute, that you may be ſorry 
tor for all Etcrmniiy, eAntony the 
Gieat, ina certain Sermon which 
he made co his people , ſpake thus 
unto them , Deatrly beloved bre- 
thren, in matters of this life we 
have a Care to make good bar- 
gUNS , We Will be ſure to have 
a penny- worth for a penny. I ly 
ou:, for inftance, ſv much money, 
and I have the worth of it in 
warcs ; I give ſo many crowns, 
and I have ſo many bulhels of 
wheat ; 
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{heatzSo many pounis,and I have 
ſo many quarters of Malc, But we 
are not {o wile in heavenly mat=- 
ers, we will not give things Tcm- 
torall in exchange for things Etcr- 
ll, Eternal! life is a thing nor 
worth looking after , we much un- 
dervalue fr, we will ſcarce give 
any thing for it . we will not take 
ny pains or labour to obtain 
i, And yer what is our labonr, 
tppoſe the greateſt we can un» 
lergo? If ir be compared unto 
ife Eternall the reward of it, it 
vill not amount to ſo much as 
one half-penny in reſpe& and rete- 
ence to a Afillion of gold. For 
har faith the Pſalmiſt 4 The dayes 
if our life are threeſcore years 
vnd ten $ and if by reaſon of ſtrength 
"ey be fourfcore years, yet is their 
irength liwwour and ſorrow. Bat 
lppyofe a man thould live an hun» 
tred yea!s, to ſpeak with the molt, 
ind all that while ſerve God 
xaloufly and fairhfully , were tt 
not time well ſpent to gain Frere 
wity £ were not the labour well 


beſtowed to purchale a kingdome ? 
I do 
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I do not mean a kingdome to con» 
tinue for a hundred years onely, 
but throughout all ages; not an 
earthly kingdome , but the king- 
dome of heaven. Therefore, Chri- 
ſtian brethren,be not puffed up with 
vain glory , be not ambitious after 
worldly honour, be not wearied out 
with well-doing, be not caſt down 


At 
with atHiQions, do not fink under 7 
the _ of the Crofle, but bear I det 
it patiently and cheerfully , rcjoy- | cat 

NY ol with A Apoſtles the —_ nu 

Rem.$,z Counted worthy 10 ſuffer : For T re If ch 

w. hon,ſaith S.*Paul,that the fuffering: Þ cic 
of this preſent time are not worthy I (« 
z0 be compared with the glory which | 1: 
fhall be revealed in us. Let no mail co 


when he hath forſaken the worls, 
think that he hath forſaken any 
great matter, For what is earth 
in compariſon of heaven ? It is but 
a Ccnrcto the Crrcle, a Minutc t0 
Erernity, a Drop to the Sea, anda 
Grain of duft ro the Dry land. 
What are our riches ? Fading, and 
uncertain moveables. Weare (oon | 
taken from them, or they from us. 
Theugh with much ado we keep 

: thaw 
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them as long as we live, yet whe- 
ther we will or no, we muſt part 
with them when we die, we cannoc 
carry them to our graves. Why de 
we not then makea virtue of a ne- 
ccflity ? why do we not willingly 
part with them whileſt they are 
ours , ſeeing that ſhortly we muſt 
part with them whether we will or 
not, Whea death attacherh us for 2 
debt due to Narure, and when they 
can bc no longer ours 2 Why do we 
nut lay them out lik? good Mere 
chants tor the Margarite or pre. 
«ous pearl of Etcrnall life 2 Thus 
ſweetly goes on Athanaſius 2: Bur 
[ muſt ]|-ave him, and draw to a 
concluſion, 

Pacbomius was wont , whenſo- 
ever he felt any urilawtull thoughts 
or delires arile in his mind , to 
artive them away with the remem= 
brance of Etcrnity ; and if at any 
time he perceived them to rebeil 
azain , he ftill repelled them by 
meditating ſetioufly upon Fer - 
wy, the Etcrnall punithments of 
:he damned, the torments with 
24; end,the fire that never goes out, 

and 
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ad the woim that never dicth, 
And here I will conclude thts C »n. 
fideration with the exhortation of 
the ſame Pachimius : Before all 
things ' faith he) let us every day 
think upon the lati day ; Let us in 
time remember Eternity 3 let us 
every minute we have to live 
{o live as ifave lived in fear of ever- 
laſting torments , tha ſo by che 
an * God in Jeſus Chrift 
nay for ever eſcape 
them, 


P ach ov. 


To hu he Slory both now and 
for ever Amen 2 Pet: 7. 8: 
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Becawe mm fhull vs tohis ETERNALTY. 
habitation, Eciflus : : 4 
Alas ' how vulike are the houjes 9 
ETFERNITIE., One 1 them ww. muf 
habit. nw muſt either, forever reoyco 
ihearon- orfor ever burne hell . 
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The firſt Conclifion, 


@ O) man living is able in 
word to exprclie of 
in thought CON celve 
the infinice [pace of 
Eternity. Between a 
te man and 2 paint ed man , true 
fre and Sainted fire, there is a great. 
teal of diffcrence : and yer theſz are 
in ſome kind one like unto anos 
ther, But þetween our common t:re 
and the fire of Heil , between the 
ſorrows of this life and the 
pins of Hell , there 1s no com- 
pariſon , no proportion at all. 
For this lite and the forrows of 
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this life are meaſured by ſpace 1 - 
Time ; but thelife to come, and: 

ſorrows thereof cannot be mes © 
{ured by any thing but onely Etc. 7 
nity, which alſo is without me: 4 
ſure. This doth our Saviour mc - 
elegantly expreſſe in the Gelpiſſ © 
of S, Fohn by the Parable of tt -q 
Vine branch , If a man abide ut j1 T 


me, hc is caft forth as a branch. ail 
is withered, and men gather then, 
and caft them into the fire , and thi 
arc burncd in theſe words is Flier 
nity bricfly and plainly deſci, 
bed : For mark the words well ; 
they runne not in the futurc, He 
ſhall be caft forth, and ſhall wither, 
and men ſhall gather them, and ſhall 
caft thcm inte the fire, and they ſhall 
be burned: 1 ſay they runne notin 
the future , but all in the preſent 
tenſe, He is caſt forth and withcr- 
ed, arid men gather them and caſt 
them into tbe fire,and they are burn 
ed. Thcy are burned, T his is the 
ſtate and condition of the damned, 
They are burned, that is, alwayes 
burting. "When a thouſand years 
we palt and gone, As it was in the 
begins 


upon Eternity, 2£5 


beginning, fo it is ſtill, They are 
burned : And when a thouſand and 
a thouſand more yet are gone &s 
it was, {0 it iS, They arc burned. And 
if after certain miliions of years 
the queition be asked, What is now 
the ſtate and condition of the dame 
ned ? What do they ? Whar ſuffer 
they ? How fares ic with them ? 
T here can be no other anſwer 
made bur this, They are burned, 
itil] burning , coujnually , Inuttcr- 
ably , Fternally , from one age to 
anothergeven for ever and ever. Up- 
on this place cxcellently ſaith Sainc 
Auguſtiae, Ore of theſe tro mult 
needs be the condition of the vines 
branch, either it muit abide in che 
vine, or elſe be caſt into the fre 2 5f 
notin the vine, then certainjy in 
he fare, Bur that zr may nor be caſt 
Into the fire, fer it til! abide in 
the vine. 
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The ſecond Conclufion, 
F thoſe men which do ſtill con- 
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266 The ninth Conſideration 
know how near they arc unto 


Eternity, and everlaſting torments; Þ 

if they did conlider well with t 
them(elves , how that God in 2Þ a 
moment 1n a preath, in the twink- | © 
ling of an eye (as we ſpeak) may £' 
ſuddenly take them away in toc: tt: 
finnes, and deliver their. up unto Þ at 
death 3 Then ivrely, if they had it, an 
they v.ould give all Spain, all the fea 
treaſures of zfia , all rhe gold of Þ Þ! 
T1d1a, yea ail the woiid to v5:ain ff 7; 
bur one hour to conufcil: their 7 
ſinnes, to repent them of the 14, 73 71 
and to ask God pardon ana tor-If G- 
eivenefſe : They would not , c- be 
tainly they would not ill bug and Ct: 
embrace their finnes , tbey would for | 
nor every day multiply them as foul. 
they do,they would not lodge them conc 
every night in their boſome, and liz *0 
ſnorting in them. For what i540 h: 
man profited , if he ſhall gain whe Wha 
whole world, and loſe his omnfave 
foul ? Though thou joſeft cveryſ$ ve |: 
thing elſe in the world , yct , Oflnore 
nan, have a care to keep thy foul. FWnac 
It were needlefle here to zeckoiſfalnly 
apa Catalogue of the Martyrs of 'ngad 


Chili 
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; Chriſt in all ages, There are whcle 
| books of them in great volurnes : 
| they are recorded to all poſterity, 
| and their names fhall be had in 
' everlatting remembrance. Bur rhe 
| createlt honour that we can do 
| them is to follow their good ex- 
ample, to learn of them Chiilti- 
an fortitude and magnanimuty , to 
fear God more then man, God 
which is :hte to defiroy bcth boy 
| 21d /oul iu Hell, rather then man 
which ca onely kill the body, but 
i; not able 10 kill the foul, to love 
. G-d4 more then all the world , rn 
| be willing ro part with all for 
10 Chritt , ro lay down our lives 
{M8 for Chrilt, © foje all to fave our 
SM fopls, and gain Ererwty. I will 
1 concinde here with that excelent 
ef xboriation of Saint eAuguſtine, 
What then ſhall we do brethren ? 
What ? What elle but whileſt we 
have tt,ne amend our lives ; where 
we hive done amitfle do {o no 
more ; become new men ? 3% hat 
whac is threatned and ſhall cet 
Mainly come upon wicked and 
Wingodly men , may not fall upon 
it 2, us; 
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us ; not becauſe we ſhall not be, bu: þ FE 
becauſe we ſhall not be like unto Þ d 
them. Whatſoever is written in Þ 1 
the Scripture, is written for our Þ Cc 
learning , it is the voyce of God, þ 
Obſerve and make good uſe of | 5: 
what you reade + Whatſoever we Þ 74 
ſuffer in this life is bur the gentle & ®! 
rod of our moſt merciful] Father, | 2* 
who corre&terh us here as his} '* 
dear children , that we be nottor- | i! 
mented with the damned hereafter, | ** 
Why then do the light afflitions £ **c 
of this life ſcem ſo grievous uato £ £2: 
us 2 Why do we even tremble, and Þ 773 
quake for fear when we do but iſ *+ 
hear of them ? T he moſt gricvous | "© 
ſufferings of this life , if we judge I 32 
arighr of them , in compariſon thi 
everlaſting fire are very ſmall, yea ſ $92 
indeed none at all, Wei! 
| they 

© Y SS Þ; SN, #,.4, it, 
22092552: $$$$0542} {7 
; neve 

| The third Concluſion, Bien 

: A Mongit Chriſtians, God know- '7P! 
th , there are a great mally, that 
-5aat either believe there is neither [car 


Heaven 
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Heaven nor Hell, or elſe if they 
did truly believe it, would certain 
ly live otherwiſe then they do, As 
concerning fuch men, uy > wage 
may be very fitly asked , 1h the 


ET of man cometh "hat he find 
faith upon the earth 7 Some there 


are that would fain be rhought to 
be true balievers 3 They co onfeſle 
it indeed with their mouthes , but 
diemble with their gouble hearts : 
if their words may be believed, 
acy may go for true bt -lievers 
Lutatt med lives pe examined , they 
may be t tought to be no better 
then Infideiss They never think 
upon Eermty, cr very (eldome 
and when they 69, they do but 
think upon it,and 1 chere iSall,; iris 
gone in a thought, they never weigh 
weil With themiclves what it 1s, 
they never ſerioul]y meditate upon 
it, they never rouze their under- 
ſtanding to be intent upon it, they 
never bend their wills and attc-- 
Fions to ſeek after it , they never 
imprint it in thetr deep cogttations 
chat lo they ma y remember 1 it, They 
(carce begin to think upon it, bur 
N 2 their 
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their minds are preſently ſume- 
where elite, their thoughts 0) a 
wandering , their imagin » jon »i$ 
wo:king upon {* mewhat col(e, 
Andiif at any t tine ſome {pa,k5 uf 
devotion and godly defires arte it 
their heacts Sen arc prefeily 
quenched and chked with caics 
of this world, f 


with mul. tude of 
bufinefle, with profits or picaſur e5 
and ſuch like And thus nlicravie 
men they top ther ears and Cioſe 
Their eyes , and without fear or 
un: er ſtanding they run hvdwinkr 
in the way that jeadeth to Etcrn4ll 
death, It is obſerved by the Fo!y 
Fathers of the Glutton 1n the Go- 
ſpect, that he never lifted up bis 
eye: ti [l he was in tormcus: All his 
rticy were ſhut again 
the pocr and againſt all godli- 
nefle : Ke opencd them nor till he 
was in Heit, when ir was too }are, 
And it is no marvel thar fo many 
men run bligg-fole ro the houle 
cf {{zughrer, ang Etcrnuil ſorrow : 
For the way ts very bread aid 
vleaſant , ſmnoorh and plain, 2 mzn 


can hardly go cur of it, there i5 19 
fear 
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| fear of long himſelf till he comes 
tothe end thereof, Then he thall 
| perceive chat all the while he was 
| travelling, he was quite out of the 
riahc way : * then I lay when there 
| 55 no retur ning back agiin, Many 
would like this Way W ell , if there 
were no end thereof : For though 
it rids meriiiy, tt ends miſerably 3 5 
ad therefore rhe, do wiſely , that 
leave the great rode, and travel on 
ia the rough way 3 that chuſe ra- 
ther to go through bryars and 
thorns unto an 7 ternal! Paradiſe, 
then through a pieifant Paradiſe 
to an Frernall prifen 3 that re- 
ve with themſelves to break 
brough all 9itÞcal:ics , counting 
h veer ro £0 on Weeping and 
Mut -nINg int bo NatroOw way O01 fate 
Picton , rater then Laughing and 
rejoycing in the broad way of ces 
Krucion. Moſt crugit is which fob 


(peakech As thecloud 1s c u; can Fob 7.9, 


and vaniſhath away : {o he that go- | 
cth down torhe grave, (hall come up 
1:0 more.: He ſhall return nu more 19 
his houſe , neither fhatl his place 
know him any mores 


TIS 
_— 
- 0059 5 SAT 0 ALE HED Ry Ws nt vos Be OW OC ET ea. LG? 
- LY 
- > PR + ng - 2b" __ 6 n — 
© $—V EET " 

” ah 9” i 4 - 

—_ Saran rr a . we. 
. x = ROT 


of png 


F 4 - 


SL 
2 LO 


Deug.5 2 Gicth, 


L}9. 


272 ! 


We ninth OT 
GG BYLY 5 of e: IS: : Dee 


The fourth Mm 


Hofoever uſeth ro deſcend 

into 2 deep and ſerious cone 
ficeration. of 7ternity , he wil 
be (> farre from living ticentioufly 
and wan:zoniy , that you thall hard- 
ly ever fer him laughing heartily, 
ir hath bcen obſerved cf as _ 
as have been raiicd from the dead 
ain ure aga0n vAto life,that chey 
were icacce ever ſeen to laugh at 
alli. J1 yarticular, it bath been ob- 
(erved of Latarns of Buthany, 
wiom Chiit loved, He and they, 
as many 4 have been raiſed from 
the 2d might truly fay with the 
Preachcr, I ſaid of Laughter, It; 
mad. : aid of mirth , what doh it f 
Not without cauſe in this doth 
Crit of Alexandria confille him- 
felf to be fearfuil 3 For he ſaith 
thus, I 4733 atraid of Hell and the 
puniſhments chereof , becauie they 
havenocnd : I am afraid of the 
cevouring worm, becauſe it never 
Oh that they were 
14t ihcy underſtood this, that i: 
wall 


wo 


D hn Sl . 1 
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would conſider their lattey end + 
Whoſoever is not bettered by the 
conſiteration of Eteriity ( { dart 
boldly ſay, and think I may (ay 
it trul) citaer h2 hath no faith at 
al, or if he hath any faith, he hath 
No heart ar all, or at the beſt it is 
but an heart that 1s dead and with- 
out al! ſenſe, Ir Tas the witty ſay- 
ing ofa learned man, That mar- 

ciage was a thart and a fiveer 
ſong , bur that it had a- 1ong and 
adolctuil coſe; So we may _— 
truly ſay of a.j rhe picaſures that 
we take in finre , that tt is a 
ſhore and a mcrr/ (Gag , bur it 
ends-in mourning 1nd tamenta- 
ton 3 or rather it is 2 ſong /h;72 
for time, and =o for tune a 

long as it laſteth ; for ir runes 
much upon Cuetcrs and ſome 
quduvers of mirth and jus:;l;- 
z70n, But the trme ſuddenty chane 
2th, and the turc is altered ; for 
there follows vv irhout any reſt the 
lirges and /cngs of (row and 
mentation , which cannot be 
meaſured by any time. For the 
'1orments of Hell are EGernail, 
E: 5 Oh 
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Oh Eternity , Eternity , Etcr- 
aity. 


SE GHHE$G:HGH ÞÞ 3$5 


T he fifth Concluſuon, 


Her:ſoever. we ſpeak of 

Ftcrnity, we (perk alwayes 
With the lealt , but we can never 
ſpeak tvo much of ic. Whatſo- 
ever iS ſaid comes thort of it No 
words can utter it, no hgures num- 
ber it, no time can meaſure it, For 
Eternity is of this nature, tak 
from it what you will 7 it is {til 
the ſame. Tt is neither increalec 
by addition , nor diminithed by 
ſubrraion, Suppoſe there weic 
ſubtracted from ic ſo many years 
as there are Harres jn the f1:ma- 
ment , drops in the fex, ſand on 
the thore, leaves on the trees, gralle 
in the ficid , motes in the {unne, 
duſt on theearth : What remains ? 
As much as, there was b<fore the 
Subirafion, Suppoſe there were 19 
many years added to it : Wha: 
then is the Reſult e The {2s 
that it was before the A4dgition. 
EEE 7] Be 
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T he totall ſumme is neither more 
nor lefle, then what it was, thar is, 
Etcriity. 

As long as Ged is, fo long ſhal! 
the damned be tormented, This 
we have ſhadowed out before by 
ſome ſimiiitudes and reſemblances, 
unto which we will adde one more 
out of Bonaventure, It one of the 
damned, ſaith he , ſhould weep af- 
ter this manner, That he ſhould 
let fall but one tear in an hundred 
years, and thoſe tears ſhould be 
kepe together fo many hundred 
years ti: they would cqual! the 
drops of the, {ca + Alas i Alas! 
( Not to ſrcak of the fea) How 
many millions of years muſt needs 
patle before they can make one 
ittle river ! or if they (ould ar 
l:egth make a whole iea of vaters, 
yer even then it might truly be 
laid , Now Ererni:y beginicth, 
And if he thould weep again af- 
ter che {ane manner till he made 
anor her tea 5 928 then ailo it might 
oe ſaid again as truly as before, 
New Eternity beginneth ; and fo 


$25 forwards for ever, Let no man 
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once doubt of the truth hereof ; 
for between that which 1s finite, 
and that which 1s infinite there is 
no proportion. But this ſeems 
wonderfull and ſtrange unto us, 
becauſe our imagination cannc: 
conceive it ; It cannot reach un:9 
that which is ſo farre remote : I: 
cannot penetrate into that whicy 
is infinite, for that is impenetrable, 
And this is the reaſon that our un- 
deritanding is (o hardly drawn t9 
the confideration of Eternity ; be- 
cauſe it bluſheth in a fort, and is 
aſhamed , or elſe for indignation 
cannot endnre to tire it ſelf in the 
ſearch of thar which cannot be 
found out. But ler us put away this 
fooliſh and ihamefull modeſty, and 
ter us force our underſtanding to 
the due and ſerious contemplaticn 
of Etcruity, and Jct it be cur 


daily exerciſe to be fti:!l medita« | 
ting upon ſuch fimilitudes as may | 


in ſome ſort ſhadow it out, and 
repreſent it unto us: And fo ſhall 


we never do amifle. Say what we ; 
can, think what we will , imagine } 
ſo many inillions of millions of | 
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years as it is poflible for tae 
mind of wan to conceive, we hall 
ſill come thort of the meaſure 
and lengty of Etcriity. The 
years of FEteruity ate more, fatre 
more, yea infiniccly mote. LI fs 
is certain , and without all con- 
troverhie. 

The [Frophet Danicl Ggnifieth 
the incomprehenlible dimenſion 
and length of 7tcrnity in thele 
words, Thcy that be wiſe hall 
jrnc a5 tbe gs ing. of the fir- 3 
mamcent , and they that turr many 
:0 rightecuſneſſe as the jrarres for 
ever and ever. Mark theſe words, 
For cuce and ever. As it be Toulg 
nave ſaid, No words are fufficient 
to expretle the nature of Etcrnity, 
It is for ever and cer ; Here 1s all 
that I can fav of ic : ihough more 
might be ſaid in reſpect of its own 
nature , yet ] am not able to lay 
more, Obferve his eAuxcfzs, or his 
augmeniation of it by multiplicae 
ten; for evcr , that is, for 7ter- 
wiz : but he hlakak that not ſuffi + 
cient, and thetefore he doubles it 
894 ever, And yer in the Latine 
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it is expreſſed more fully in theſe 
werds, I perpctuds :Aternita'cs, 
To perpetuall Eternitics : Mak 
here, he (ſaith not, Is Etcrnita- 
tem , To Eternity barely in the 
Singular Number 3 but In &E ter- 
nates, To Etcrnitics in the Plural, 
as if one were not enough : n- 
ther doth he reſt here, indcfiniteiy, 
ſay.ng To Etcrnities , nor yet doth 
he adde any finite term , becauſlc 
none can expreſle it , but an ini. 
nite, *Perpetuas,*Perpetudll ; Tn pcr- 
petuas &E tornitatcs, To perpctuz!!, 
o”, '» finite Eternitics, Now it one 
Eterniiy is without end, what 
aretwo ? what are ten ? what are 
21 hungred ? what ate infinite! 
If vie thould multiply the great 
year or years athouſand times , It 
would not amount to the lealt 
traRinn of the numberi-fe num- 
be: cf Eternity. Thcy (ay that 


rhe tighth celeſtiall Orb or Sphere 
is moved wonderfull Icifurcly be* 
yon ali compariſon : For though 
it be daily wheeled about by tnc 
£2pi! motion of the Prima 
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own proper Circuit but once in thit= 
ty lix thouſand years, and this 
ſpace of time they call The great 
jear or Plato's year, Bur com- 
pare this with Eternity, and it will 
appear to be but a moment, but an 
inſtant, but a minute, indeed no- 
thing at all, Jr is a true ſaying of 
Boetius, that an inſtant or point 
of time , and ten thouſand years, 
compared together keep better pro- 
portion , then ten thouſand - years 
and Eternity, Bat hear what 
Saint Fohn ſaith, Little «hildren, it 
is the laſt time, os the Laſt hour, 
And this he ſatd one thouſand fix 
hindred years 3g0, It is molt erue 
therefore whac Saint Auguſtine 
ſrich, Whatloever hath an end, that 
thing is but ihott, Fterniy 3s a 
ord conviting but of four (yll2. 
dies, but it is a thing without end, 
T berefoce fer thy love upon Eter 
nity. Let Chriit be thy end, and 
thou ſhair reign with Chrilt withs 
027 £2d, 
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The ſixth Cencluſien, 


T is not to be believed that any 
| Selins that hath but the leatt 
ſmack of true Religion can be 
ſo farre carried away by his tmpo- 
tent and unruly paſſions C it he 
be not 2s bad as a beaſt ruled mctes 
ly by ſenſe and ſerving only 
his fenſuajl appetite « For the 
wicked and ungodly man , even 
then when he1s almolit {waſlowed 
upin the deep pit , whereinto his 
ſinncs have plunged him headiong, 
even then, 4 ay, doth but laugh 
at it, regards it not, 15s not 2 
Jot troubled 2: it ) It is not to 
be believed, I lay, that any man 
that hath any Religion ar acl in 
him, can be fo farre carried away 
by his head-ftror.g and unbriaicd 
paſſions, bu! if he will ſpend 4 
parr of an «1, every day 1n mea 
Zitating upon Eternity , yea if he 
vil] but once in a week ſeriouily 
think upon it, he will mend his 
manners, he will change the coutle 
of his life to better, be will cer- 
eain;y become a new man : Ct 
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a proud man, he wil] become 
humble and towly ; of an angry 
man, he will become mild 
and gentie 3 of an unclean man, 
he will become chaſte and conti= 
nent 3 of a drunken man, he will 
become ſober and temperate, He 
will pur on, not the outward bur 
the inward habit of a crue reli- 
ci0us and godly man. He will be- 
come (uch a one, not in clothes 
2nd outward expreflion , but in 
beart and inward afteftion. Net- 
ther will he rathly and unadvi- 
ſedly, fleighily and negligently, 
upon a ſpurt ail at once on the 
ladden paſſe from one . extreme 
0 another: ( ſuch alterations are 
not good , neither will they con= 
unue long ) Byt he will again 
and again weigh the matter well 
with bimlelf, he will '*coniider well 
upon ir, he wiil faſten his ſerious 
thoughts upon it, he will ctten 
wolve in mind Ereruity, Etcr- 
wth, Eternity, that ſhall never 
h:ve end, end never, never end ; 
which {hall laſt throughout innu- 
merable , incomprehenhible., inf - 
nitc 
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nite ages, This will he do with 
coniideration and attention , and 
ofren ruminate upon tt , as baits 
chew the cud. Meat, though never 
ſo good and wholetome , it it be 
net chewed in the tech , prepared 
in the mouth , digeſted in the {to- 
mach, turied into bloud, and di- 
ſtributed by the veins into all the 
parts of the body, turns to poylon 
rather then to nouriihment , begets 
al! manner of diſeaſes , is retained 
perhaps ſometime in the body, but 
doth more harm then good, were a 
oreat deal berter out thenin, Even 
{9 the thoughts of Death , Jucge- 
ment, Heaven and Hell are good 
and whoizſone , godly and holy, 
but none morethen the thought ct 
Eternity . which mav WOrthiy o 
called the ePrinteſjence, But avit 
is with meat , not the taking of it 
merely into the mouth but thi 
good digeſting of it in the ſtomach, 
the turning of it into good bloud 
in the liver, and thc diſtributing ot 
it into all the parts by the veins, 
nouritheth the body : So it is wit! 
theſe precious thoughts of Dea! 
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Tulgement, Heaven, Hell and 
Etcrnity ; Not the bare thinking 
upon them , but ſerious thinking 
upon them with our {clves, (ett! ing 
2purt all cares and wor idly diitca. 
ions, the pondering of them well 
11 047 hearts , and the often rumt- 
"AtNg Np21Then , tos IS It that 
{zedeth and nouritheth the foul, It 
this be not done, the rett is to little 
purpoſe - without this, even the 
reading of the holy Sc rip;ure is 
lefle, the hearing of the Word 
——— is unprofirable e, Many 
hear Sermons often, reade the 
deripture over and over again , and 
vt are little bette-ed by ut, becauſe 
try do not meditate upon what 
they have both read and heard. 
Wien they ner . wh: Connics Gs 
it one eat goes our a7 the orher ; 
when they read , the -eys 15 no 
voner off from the bouk, but whar 
ws read is ſoon {l:pt out of rme- 
nory, B.fore they can praQtiic 
Mr they have heard 07 read, they 
ave quite forgotten whar they 
mould do. Therefore if we will 
ade or hear with profit, we muſt 
ſpend 
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ſpend ſome time in meditating and 
pondering with our ſelves what we 
have read and beard, 'Ehis lefion 
we may learn of the blefled Virgin 
the mother of our Lord, But ar) 
kept all theſe things and pondered 
ipem 11 her heart. 
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The ſeventh Concluſion. 

'Ew or none believe, or clic do 
F not well! underRand and weigh 
with themſelves chele words ct 
Chriſt, Znter yc an at the ſirait 
gate ; for widc k the gatc and b11,1 
z# the way that leadeth to dc;1.- 
Elim, and many there be which 
in thereat : Becauſe ſirait 3; 1h 
gate and narrow is the way whic! 
Icadeth unto life, ard few there it 
what find ir. This again our Sa- 
viour repeats by the mouth ot S. 
I.uke, Strive to crtcr in at ie 
ftrait gatc : For many , T ſay uo 
yeu, will feck to ener in, and !val 
not be alc. Wholtoever Iaiighs 1 
this faith, and therefore will no 


believe becauſe he doth not oy 
WHO 


wh 
wh 
bl 
| be 

the 
fro: 
O!1 

cert 
told 
pr, 


} 
bitr 


KC 
deac 
whi! 
te 

com 
untc 
tran 
Kon, 
three 
with 
the 
their 
were 
to E 
three, 
Was t 
this v 


— 


apon Eternity, 285 


when that fthall come to paſle, 
which he did not believe, he thall 
blu{}1 and be confounded, he ſnail 


| be coniounded and ſeparated trom 


the blefled, he ſhall be ſeparated 
from the bleſſed. and have his pottt- 
on with the damned. 

Hicroiymus Platus reports of a 
certain woman, that hearing Bere 
tidus 1 powerfull man in the pul- 
pir, inveigh very vehemently and 
bitterly againft 2 {inne, that ſhe 
knew her (clf guilty of, fell down 
dead in the Church ; and after a 
white by the blciling of God upon 
the Prayers of the Congregation 
coming again unto her felt, related 
unto them what ſhe had ſeen in this 
trance, ſaying thus, Me thought L 
too before Gods tribunal , and 
threeſcore thouſand fouls more 
with me, called togethes from ail 
the parts of the world , to receive 
their finall ſentence : And they 
were all condemned, and adjudged 
to Eternall torments , but onely 
three, Oh! what a fearfuil thing 
was this ! I thould hardly believe 
this womans relation,but that [ be- 
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lieve Ch:iſts aſfleveration in th: 
Golpell, I#7de is the gate and broal 
is the way that lcaduah to dejtry- 
flion , and many there be that 
in thereat, And aguin, Strait is 
the gate and narrow tz the w.; 
that lcadeth unto life, aid /8 
there be that fin 2 a May |ein 
firange to fie an bicud, hai God 
the Earher of ine _cres thould pile 
the fenrence of condemnation up- 
on ſo many 1 Jo not ſay thtecjcore 
thoufand , but th: ecſcore rhouland 
thouſand ; and what man would 
believe it, were he nut perſivaded 
of thetruth thereof, u -on the con» 
fideration of the ſovereign and 
infinite majeſty of God which 1s 
offended, rhe unutterable mali c of 
finne which is committed, and mas 
ny evident tefttmoniecs of Scripture 
by which it is plainly proved ? Fob 


darkniſſe, 25 darkncſſe it ſelf, and 
of the ſhadow of death , without 
ai'y over . and where the light ts 
as derkneſſe : or according to the 
Laine, |hcre there is no order,aud 
where everlaſting horrour dwclleth, 

Sain 
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' Saint Maithew afhicms as much 

E inthe words of our Saviour, Depart way: 

| from mae ye Curſed into coucrlafling 354% 
fire. Ler us conliver theſe things 
| well with cur f(clves,, and whileit 
we have time let us waih away our 
linnes wito the tears of repont- 
auce, for fear l& God fuddenly 
{natch us aw. . mm: give vs our 
portion tO agrivk with yp CYlics IN 
the boctoinielie put of ct, where 
there 1s nothing bu weeping and 
en thing '-i ceeth, where the worm 
Þ never diet, and the fre never goes 
Tf out , from ewhence there is no re- 
"| demption , no redemption I fay, 
1 and agun T ſay, no redemption ; 
'£ No, not any comfort at all, not fo 
ff much as a little drop of cold water, 
*M't the godly themſelves, who are 
CFinthe itate of grace, and in the fa- 
YE rour of God , whoſe minds and 
FO viils he good , it they i tay could 
1F ſufficiently concerye from what 
TY erievous torments they ſhit be de- 
IFlivered at the day oft judgement, 
VE and into what unutterable and un- 
1 conceivcable Jjoyes they thall enter, 
h.Yvichout doubt they would ute no 
n delay, 
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delay, they would not let an hou: 
afle, but out of hand they would 
rake their leave of all vanities, 
forſake the world, and leaveth 
dead to look after the dead : By: 
as for themſelves , they would be 


daily and hourly well employ: | 
about their Maſters buſineſle, i-M | 
wayes i{tudying to pleaſe God / 
ever lauding and praiſing him fo: 
his goodneſſe and mercy towards y 
chem , in blefling them in parti , 
here in this world , and givin ;; 
them an affured promiſe of ever- 
[zſting bleſſednefle in the world rofl 
come , for dciivering them from y, 
the torments of Heil, and giving vv; 
them entrance into the joyes il the 
heaven, It isthe faying of SainF j95 
Gregory , The evils of this pre Ito} 
ſent life feet che more hard un (he 
2 us, the iffle we think upon :i0Þ For 
good which ſhall follow hereafter i wor 
And becauie we coniider not th] am: 
exceeding great rewards which arc oo 
laid up' for us, therefore well ral} 
count the aMiRtiots of this worldff forrs 
orievous ro be born : wheic2s iff foro 
how] 


we did lift up our minds , and rail: 
6 Ol! 


upon Etcrnity, 289 
our thoughts ro the contemplation 
of thoſe things which are FErernall, 
and not ſubje& to any change;it we 
would have an eye unto them, and 
{et our hearts upon them, we would 
certainly count the ſufferings of this 
life, and whatſoever hath an end, to 
be as nothing;and again, Foy 71 trt= 
bulation is a long i in the night ; For 
although we are outwardly aftli&ed 
with the ſenſe of ſorrows Temporal, 
yet we are inwardly comforted with 
WW the hope of joyes Eternal, 

Much afcer the ſame manner rea- 
ſoneth Saint Auguſtine : If thou 
wouldeſt bur atiend, faith he, unto 
what thou thilt hereafter receive, 
Ml thou wouldeſt count all the (uffer- 
uM ings of this preſent life ro be but 
e liot he, and altogether unworthy Gf 
w the glory which ſhall be revealed. 
For brethren ( to ſpeak of the 
worth of things) for Eternal! rf 
a man ſhould be content to undcr- 
eo Fiernall labour, and for Etcy- 
rail joy willingly ſuffer 7ternall 
ſorrow ; But if the labour and 
lorrow were Etcrrall , when 
lhoald a man come to ret and 
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290 | The ninth Conſideration 
joy Eternall ? Thercfore upon ne- 
cellity, thy 3ribulation mult be but 
Tempordll , that ſo at length thou 
mailſt receive a reward which thall 
be Etcrnall, For hang up the (cales, 
and put Eternity inthe one, and a 
thouland years in the other : what 
dol ſay , a thouſand years ? yea 
ten thouſand, yea an hundred thou- 
ſand, and yet more, a thouſand 
thouſand , they are all too light to 
weigh wich Eternity 3 there 15 no 
compariſon berween them. And 
yea further, ro make them more 
light, As they are but Tempora!!, 
ſo likewiſe they are but ſhort, and 
of no continuance , they laſt bur 
for a few winter-dayes when 
they are at the ſhorteſt , or rather 
but for one day, and that a ſhort 
one ; the day of this life which 1s 
ſoon paſt , and they are gone. 
Though 2 man therefore ſhould 
ſuffer all his life long even to the 
laſt breath, though he ſhould ſuf» 
fer, I ay, labours, griefs , for- 
rows, impriſonment, ſcourges,hun- 
ger, thirſt, all his life long, even to 


the laſt breath , yet his ſuffcrings 
| are 
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are but ſhort, becauſe his life is but 

ſhort, For the dayes of our pil- Geacgy; 
grimage are but few, though cul, 9 

as Facob told *Pharach. And 

Man that is born of 4 woman 5s 

of few dayes : though as Fob 3g ig: © | 
complainerh, full of trouble. And * 
Behold , faith David , thou ha#1 epg.z9, 
made my dayes 4s an hand breadth 

( and that is bur a ſhort meaſure, 

and yet he goeth further ) and 

mine ages as nothing before thee, 

And as our life is ſhsrt, ſo is our 
Affliction light, but it worketh for 2 cn, 4; 
us 4 farre more excecding and 
Etcrnall wcight of glory ; when 

this ſhort life and light labour is 
ended, we ſhall inherit everlaſting 

life, an Eternall kingdome, and fe- 

licity without end : We ſhall be 


' made equall to the Angels, hcirs ,,,. 


of God , and joymbeirs With 17, 
Chrift. Oh | For how little labour 
how great a reward ! And again, 
Auguſtine in another place, The 
thrughts of God are very deep. 
Where is the thought of God ? and 
what is bis purpoſe ? He letteth the 
tains looſe for the preſent, but after- 

O 2 wards 
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Wards he will draw themin. Do 
not rejoyce and ſport thy ſelf , like 
the fiſh in the water , which 
baving got the bait in her mouth 
playeth up and down, but being 
ſtruck with the hook in the 
jaws may be pulled up at the 
fithers pleaſure. The time which 
ſeems long unto thee is indeed but 
ſhort, vety ſhort, For what is the 
life of man compared with Etcr. 


nity ? Wouldeſt thou be patient 
and long: ſuftering ? Conſider Geds : 
Eternity : Doſt thou onely con- ; 
fider thine own dayes , which atc | 
but few and ſhort, and doit thou 4 
think that in them all things ſhall * 
be fulfilled 2 That the wicked (- 
ſhould be condemned and the god- _ 
ly crowned ? Wouldeſt thou have | 1. 
all theſe things fulfilled in thy few he 
and ſhort dayes ? God ſhall fil. Þ _. 
fill them in bis own time. God F ... 
is Eternall , God is patient and Fſ x.. 
long-ſuftering:And thou ſayeſt, But on 
I cannot be patient and long-ſuffer- (| 
ing , becauie I am nor Eicrnall, | c... 
But thou mayeſt be if thou wilt: F 1. 
For do but joyn thy heart to Gods I 1. 


Etct- 


upon Eternity, 293 


Etcrnity , and thou ſhilt be Frey 
nall with him. Jf thou beeit a 
o00d Chriitian, and well inftrudt- 
ed inthe fear of the Lord, thou wilt 
ccrtainiy wonclude, God hath re- 
ſerved ai! unto his own judgement. 
Ihe gecod and godly men are trous 
bled and atilited 5 For God cha» 
ſtiſeth them as his own children. 
But the wicked and ungodly men 
comeinto no ſuch troubie and af- 
fiction ;: For God calteth them 
oft, and condemneth them as aliens, 
A certain man hath two ſonnes g 
he chaſtiſeth the one, and lecterh 
the other go without any chaſtiſe- 
ment. "The one, if he goes never 
ſo little awry, is preſently buffered, 
whipped, and ſcourged ; the other, 
let him do never ſo til, he never 
hears of ir, he is not {9 much as 
once rebured forit, What 15 the 
reaſon ? He char is punithed, 1s the 
farhers heir 3 and he that goes 
unpuniched , i3 diinherired, For 
whac thould the father do ? He 
ſes thereis no hop2 of him , and 
that he is paſt grace, and therefore 
he lets him alone to do whar he 
O 3 lifteth 
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lifteth, But yer notwithfianding, 
the ſonne which is ever and anon 
puniſhed for the leaſt offence , will 
be ready to bemone and deplore his 


own caſe, and count his brother . 


happy which goeth unpunithed, He 
Will, I ſay, unlefJe God hath given 
bim a wiſe and underſtanding 
heart, to know what maketh for 
his own good, He will be apt to 
ſay in his heart , My brother fol- 
loweth all ill courſes, taketh his 
pleaſure, waſteth his means, doth 
what feemeth good in his own 
eyes, is ever breaking my fathers 
commandments, and hath never an 
ill word for it, But the caſe is 
otherwiſe with me : If I be but out 
of ſight never fo little whije , if I 
£0 but tothe next door, if 1 do 
but Rep aſide, ſtirre but a ſoot, but 
aninch beyond my bounds, pre- 
ſentiy I am called in queſtion, 
Strrah, where have you been ? there 
is no hope of pardon, I am ſure to 
ſmart for ir, This is mv caſe. nd 
I ſay, Thou art in a farre better 
caſe then thy brother 3 and if thou 


beeſt not a fool , thou wilt think 
ſo 


4 LA) \— ang * "4 
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ſo too, For in that thou art cor- 
rected, ic is a fign that thou art 
belt beloved. if thou thinkeſt one. 
ly upon-thy preſent ſtate, it can» 
not but ſeem grievous unto thee : 
Bar if thou hait an eye to the 
Inheritance which is reſerved for 
thee, again, it cannot bur ſeem joy» 
ous unto thee, For the aſſurance 
of thy future reward will quite 
take away the ſenſe of th2 preſent 
ſmart. 

Kither may be added our of the 
ſame holy Father thac which fol» 
loweth, as the ſumme of all thar 
hicherto hath been ſaid, How great 
and wonderfuii is the mercy cf 
God ! He faith not , Labour thou 
for ten hundred thouſand years to- 
ecther z-nor yet , one thouſand 
years ; nor yet five hundred years. 
Br what ? Labour whileit chou 
liveſt : it is bur for a few years ; 
after that thou ſalt have rcit, ſuch 
eſt as ſhall have no end, Conſider 
this well with thy ſelf, Thouart 
injoyned to labour but for a few. 
years , and amidſt thy labour arc 


not without ſome joy , not a day 
O4 paſſerh 


2 Cor, 
+, 17, 
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paſſeth in which thou mayeſt no: 
receive comfort and conſolation, 
But tejoyce not thou after the 
manner of the world , but as thc 
Apoſtle exhorteth , Rejoyre in the 
Lerd aiwaycs : and again, T {ay,Re- 
Joyce 2 Rejoyce in Chritt; Rejoyce 
in his Word, Rejoyce in his Law. 
For it is true which the Apoitle 
faith , Our light afflictien, which 73 
but for a moment , worketh for us 
a farre more exceeding and Eter- 
null weight of glory, Conlider 
what a (mall price thou att to 
vive, but the husk of an Akorn, 
tor everlaſting treaſures : | he 
busk of thy ſhort labour for reſt 
Etcrn4!l. fiait thou joy for a time ? 
Do not truſt roo much to it, Art 
thou ſad and ſorrowfull for a time ? 


Do not deſpair of joy and com- | 


forr. Ncither [ct proſperity putfe 
thee up , nor adverlity caſt rhee 
down. God hath promiſcd unte 
thee Eternall life ; Therefore cone 


temne Tcmporall felicity, He hath | 


threatned Etcrnall fire : | here- 
fo:e contemne all Temporall ſor- 


47; 4 
To 


'-} 


To conclude then with the ſame 
divine Anthour, Let us therefore be 
in love with Eterna!l life 3 and 
thereby we fhall come to know 
how much we ought to 14bour for 
the obtaining of it ; For we fee 
hat thoſe men which are love:s of 
bis preſent world, which is but tem- 
porall , and ſhall ſhortly bave an 
end , labour with might and main 
to preſerve and prolong it as long 
as they can, And yer they cannor 
eſcave death 3 For that at one 
time or other wiil ſciſe upon 
them. All that they can hope for, 
is but to pur ir off for a little time, 
When death apyroacketh , then 


e 
o 
* 
L 


every one is labouring and ſeeking 


to hide himſelf, ready to give 
and part with any thing that he 
bath to redeem his life. He ſends 
for the Phyſician , he will be ruled 
by bim in any thing , he will take 
any thing at his hands, he will 
luffer any thing, purging, biceding, 
cupping, ſcarifying, and what nor ? 
You ſee what charge a man will 
beat, and what pains he will vos 
luntarily endure, to live here 
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though but for a ſhorr time : And 
yet he will icarce be at any charge, 
or take any pains, after this life 
ended to live for ever. Brethren, it 
ſhould not be ſo. If there be ſuch 
labouring and watchiug, ſuch ſend- 
ing and going , ſuch running and 


riding, ſuch ſpending and praying, . 


ſuch doing and ſuffering , to live 
here a while longer : What ſhould 
we not willingly do and ſuffer to 
live for ever ? Andif they be ac- 
counted wiſe, which labour by all 
means they can to put oft death a 
while longer , being loth to loſea 
few dayes : Whar fools are they 
which live ſo, that finally they lote 
the day of Ztcrnity ! 

Think upon thoſe things well 
with your ſelves, O mortall men, 
and foreſee the day of Ftcriity, 
whether of joy or of torment, 
before it cometh. For although all 
other things paſſe away, yet Etcr- 
zity {till remaineth, and ſhall never 
Paſle away. 


CHAD. I, 
The *Puniſnment of Etcrnall 
death, 


He Meſſeniars had a certain 
| ** priſon or dungeon under earth 
' void of air and light, and full of 
' Hellifh horrour : which as it was a 
moſt diſmall place, ſo had it alfoa 
glorious title ; for it was called the 
Treaſure houſe. :This priſon or 
dungeon had no doors at all to it, 
onely one mouth, at which the pri= 
ſoners were let down by a rope, 
and fo it was ſtopped up again with 
 agreat ſtone, Into this Treaſure 
| houſe was Philopzmen that great 
Emperour of Greece caſt, and there 
by poyſon he ended his life. God 
alſo hath his — urider 
earth, if I may ſo ſpeak : ButI pray 
you, what a one is it ? It is of moit 
wicked and ungodly, deſperate and 
damned men. 

rAftiolinus a Tyrant of Padua 
( as Fovias reporteth) had many 
priſons ſo infamous for all kind 
of miſeries and torments , that 
RR = be who» 
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wholaeyver were caſt thereinto 
counted their life miſery, and 
their death bappineſle, Den: 
might come in there withou! 
knocking, he was ſo weicom e unto 
them, and ſo long lookt tor, For 
this was their hard ulage , I hey 
were laden with irons, ftarved with 
hunger, poiſoned with ſtench, eaten 
up with vermine, and fo 17 a moſt 
miſerable manner they lived , an 
died at length a long and a lin- 
ring death, There every one was 
Judged mott miſerable but he that 
was dead and could feel no mifc- 
ry. Whilit they lived it was a pui- 
niſhment worſe then death to have 
their habitation among{t the dead. 
For the dead bodies lay on hears 
rotting amongit the living in ſ1ch 
manner that. it might be truly 
{aid there, T hat the dead killed the 
1Vving. 

But the very- worſt of theſe pri» 
fons is a Paradiſc, and a molt plea» 
fant place, if it be compared with: 
the infcrnall priſon of Rell, Whar- 
Soever miiery was ſuffered in Ad 19- 
dinus bis priſon, in this regard it 
vas 


——— 
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45 tolerable , becauſe it was of no 
'9ng continuance, being to laſt no 
langer then a ſhort life, and quire 
vanithing away at the hour ct 
dearth, Burt the Treaſure- houſe of 
tae damned, which is Gods priſon, 
is void of all comfort : T he tot- 
ments thereof are intuicrable , bce 
cauſe they are Eternal: Death can- 
not entcr in there, neither can thoſe 
that are entred get out again : But 
they ſhall be tormented for cvcr« 
morc. For evermore ? What a tear- 
tvi! thing is this | They (hall be 
tormented for currmore, It was a 
moſt true iaying of Caſſidorits , As 
no mortall man can apprehend cr 
underRtand what the Ercriuall Re- 
ward is, fo neither can any man 
conceive or imagine what the Etcr- 
#111 Tormcitt 1s. 

The Pcrſcans bad a priſon into 
which a man might center exbily, 
2ur being once in, coutd ger out no 
nore z or if he did, yet very hardiy, 
And therefore it was called Lethc, 
or Oblivion. It 15 an calie matter tO 
deſcend down into Heil; but to 
iicend up again 18 15 aitogerher 
$ilk- 
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ze 
impoſible. Was ever any heard to 
retarn from Hell 2 This priſon cf 
Hell is not wichout juſt cauſe cal- 


led Leths or Oblivisn., For God 
is ſo untmindfull of the damned, 
that he will never remember then; 
to have mercy upon them, Hell is 
called the Land of Oblivion or 
Forgetfulneſſe, and that for two 
reaſons ( as a godly and learned 
Writer obſerveth) Firlit , Becauſe, 
faith he, they remember God no 


more for their gvod , neither have | 


they any memory art all of things 
paſt, but ſuch as doth afflict and 
rorment them, All rzir pomp 
and glory, pleaſures and delights, 
are quite forgotten , or elſe not re- 
membred without grief and for- 
row. Secondly. To thoſe that are 


in this horrid Region, and ]ake ct | 


fire, God hath forgotten to be gra- 
cious and mercifull , neither will 
he ſend his Ange's at any time to 
miniſter unto them the leaſt com- 
fort : If once in, there is no 
coming out again, For what ſaid 
Abraham unto the rich Glutton 
frying in Hell, any defiring him 

1.0 


tir 


upon Etcrnity. .3o3 7 
| fo ſend Lagarys to cool his tongue 

with a drop of water ? Between us x. 

and you there is 4 great gulf fixed, 16-26, 

ſo that they which would paſſc 
from hence to you, cannot 3 nci- 
ther can they paſſe to us, that 
would come from thence. Oh gulf 
full of horrour and d ſpair ! Oh 
Eternity of torments, the very 
thought whereof is able to make a 
ſtout man quake and tremble! The 
wicked and ungodly men dig their 
own graves, and dwell therein for 
cyermore : But what manner of 
graves do they dig ? Thev dig as 
deep as Hell, where the rich Glut 

ton Was buried, from whence he Lute 

J liſted up his cycs in torments, and "5" 

ſaw Abraham afarre off, and La- 
q4rus in his bsſome, to his greater 
torment. Oh whart a terrible deep 
isthis ! Ok what a fearfull grave is 
this ! Who lieth here ? He that ſuf. 
fered LaFarus to lie at his gate, 
having no compaſſion on him. 
How 1s it with him now? He 
lodgeth in flames of fire in ſtead of 
bis ſoft bed : he is ſcalded with 
thirſt, and kis. ſweet cups are taken 
from 
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f:om his mouth z his table is rem9» 
ved, and he hath no other {ood bur 
fire and brimitone ; He is not now 
dancing and exulting for joy , but 
onaſhing his teeth for helliih de- 
ſperation. They that are thut up in 
priſon here in this world, have hope 
for their comfort 5 it may d? they 
ſhall be delivered and redeemed 
out of priſon ; But from Hcll there 
is nu Qliverance, no redemption, 
no nu! ſo much as any hop? at al!, 
but Eternal! deſperation, 

It is aſliort , but a terrible Ser- 
mon that God preached by th: 
Prophet Exckicl in theſe words, 
Say to the Forreſt of the South, 
Hear the -word of ihe Lord: 
Behold, T will kindle a firc in thee, 
and it ſhall devour cucry grcei 
rree iu thee, and cvery dry arc : 
'The flaming flame ſhall not bc 
guenched, How many tall Cedars, 
kow many Wicked and tingod:y 
men flourith and wax green inthis 
life for proſperous: ſucceſle in a! 
outward things, and yet are ly 
and withered for want of virtue ! 
Hear this therefore every green 
AN, 
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and yet dry and withered tree. 
I will kindle a fire , faith the Lord, 
and the flaming flame ſ12!l not be 
quenched, In Hell , whichee you 
make ſuch great haite , there are no 
fHoly-dayes , no Feſtivais, no ics 
times in which the fire thall ccale 
burning. There is Eteraall grief, 
Eternail death, Eicrnall ſorrow, 
withour the mixture of the leatt 
comfort. Night and day there 13 
10 reft, no {lcep at all, bur continue 
all watching and waking for grict 
and anguiih , and intolerable tore 
ments in everlaiting fice, There 
ſ12ll you alwayes have your being; 
J:lacyou may alwayes be torment « 
2: There ſhalt you alwayes live, 
that you may alwayes die. If you 
will not believe mz, belicve Saint 
Augaſtins , whole words are theſe, 
{ihe ungodly, (aich he, fk livein 
tormenrs ; bu: they winch live 
into: ments ſhall defire, if i: viere 
rollible, thar their life were ended, 
bat death hears them not, there 
's none to take away their lite : 
Their life thall never end, becauſe 
:heir - corments ſhall never en. 

But 


Te Le i en 
OO 
—————— : 


a YO OE 


AEST, aa 14.5 


» < C4. Y 
RY 
»” TO IINY ne RI 
= LESS = - 
. »z + _ 


Fe, 


#3 Pw = 
5 me Fs 


"WP AT, 


Cn rooms on {x 


on 


-=4 


306 The ninth Conſideration 


Bur what ſaith the Scripture > The 
Scripture doth not fo much as call 
it life, For life is a name of com- 
fort ; but what comfort can there 
be imagined in tortures and tors 
ments , frying and broiling in 
everlaſting fire > But what doth the 
Scripture call it > The ſecond death, 
that is, a death which followeth 
after the firit and naturall death 
which is common to all men. But 
how can the ſecond death be cal- 
led a death, feing thar he that hath 
part therein never diecth 2 We may 
better indeed exprefie what it is 
not, rather then whar it is, As it 
cannot properly be calied a death, 
ſo ic may be truly ſaid that itis no 
lite : And as concerning them that 
have part therein , as they cannot 
properly be ſaid ever to dic,ſo again 
it may be molt truly ſaid that they 
never live, For ſoto live, that a 
man ſhall alwayes live in ſorrows 
and torments, is not to live, Therc. 
fore that life is no life : Bur the 
onely life indeed is that life which 
is bleflcJ ; and that life onely is 
blefſed, which is Frernall. Again, 
we 
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we have another place in the ſame 
Father to this purpoſe : If the ſoul 
liveth in Etcrna!l torments , tore Arguf 
mented with the unclean ſpitits, 
this is rather to be called Eternall 
death, then Eternall life, For there 
1530 greater or worſe death , then 
that death which never dieth. 

Saint Gregory allo giveth the Gree. 
like teſtimony, In Hell, ſaith he, 
there ſhall be death without death, 
md without end, becauſe death 
ever liveth, and the end ever be- 
rinneth : there death ſhall never 
tie, On death , how much ſweeter 
were thou, if thou wouldit take 
:41y life, and not compell thoſe to 
ive, who would fain die! But. {9 
iis : the number of the years 1n 
fell are without number, Tt pai- 
th the $kill of the beſt Arithmes 
tician to find out the number 
thereof, God himſelf knoweth no 
end thereof, After a thouſand 
thouſand millions of years paſt, 
there are f{ti!] as ma'y more ro 
come , and when thoſe alſo are paſt, 
mere are yet as many more to 
come 3 and (till they are as far _ 

the 
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the laſt as they were at the firſt, 
It is now above five thouland 
years lince Cain that flew his bro- 
ther Abcl, was cait into the Jake 
that. burneth with fire and brim- 
{tone : and yet the number of the 
years throughout which fil! lt 
15 to be tormented, is as grear {ti!! 
as it was the firſt day of bis tor- 
ment 3 and aftcr certain mi:!tons 
of years, the years of his tor. 
ments for their number hall be 
nothing diminithed : It ſhall be all 
one as if he were caſt into the fire 
but this preſent hour. And though 
the rich Glutton mentioned [in the 
Goſpel , be tormented two thou- 
ſand years together , yet Mill he 
doth burn , and ſhall burn for 
ever 3 neirher ſhall he obtain fo 
much as a lictle drop of water, 
thouzh he ule never ſo much in- 
creaty, not ſo much as a little drop 
of water to cool his inilames 
tongue. 

1 h:ſe things we of:en hear «1 
and when we hear them, we cv 
but laugh at them. Certainly ..c| 
count ir but a light matter to bura | 

Te 
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in Eteynall fire, Here a man might 
well ask the queltion , Jhcre are 
your tears, O mortall men , ye that 
arc giucn ſo much to langhing ? 
This is our condition : A ſmall 
lolle if it be but a matter of three 
half-pence , will wring great ſtore 
of tears from us: But as tor an in- 
finite and irrecoverable lofle , that 
we can brook eaſily , we can dis 
eſt that with laughter. When we 
are Cited to appear at the barre of 
an earthly Judge , then we quake 
and tremble : Bur as we are going 
:0 Gods tribunall , {for every day 
werid ſome of our way, we walk 
on itep after ſtep, will we, nill we 
and yet as we are going ) we ſport 
by the way, When we2go to fea, 
we are atr2id of thipwrack : Bur 
without eitlicr fear or wit we 
anch into the deep ſea of Ezernity, 
and make but a laughing matter 
of it, 

Itis the with of Saint Bernard, 
T Oh that men were wiſe | that they 
were wilg } Oh that they were 
wiſe ! What then, holy Bernard ? 
8 Oh, then would the image of Etecr- 
2ity 
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nity begin to be reformed in them, 
Then would they order things pre- 
ſent wiſely, judge of things paſt un- 
derſtandingly , and foreſee things 
to come providently. 

Here we have Saint Pauls com- 


mand to the Ephefzans, and not his | 
wiſh onely . for his words runne | 


in the Imperative Mood , and not 
in the Optative * Brethren , ſce that 
ye walk circumſpettly, not as fools, 
but as wiſe , Redceming the 1ime, 
becauſe the dayes are evil. Ihe 
great bulinefle of « ur ſalvation, 


ought circumipe&ly,diligently, and | 


carefully to be regarded of us. It 
is the moſt fooliſh thing in the 


world fora man having bur little 
zime allotted him, to ſpend it pro- | 


digally in vain delights, whereas 
he thould like a thrifry merchant: 


imploy ir rather for his beſt ad- | 


vantage, to purchaſe a portion 1n 
blefſed Etcrnity. If we think to 
gain heaven by ſporting, playing, 
and idling, we are much .decetve, 
To be telling of tales, or giving 
ear unto them when they are toid 3 


to be given to ou; calc, and ſpend F: 


QC 
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our time in idlenecfle, to be calling 


for our cups, and it fo long ar 
them till we cannot ſtand, This i is 
not to redeem the time. But this 
is truly to redeem the time, To 
vive our ſelves to labour and tus 
| dy. prayer and meditation 3 net 
for a ſpurt and away , but ro hold 
on in this courſe conſtantly un- 
totheend ; I his, I ay is truly 
to redeem the time. It is the 
counſel of Saint cAuguſtine, to 
ſteal ſometime from our worlds 
ly buſincfle, Will any man ſue 
thee at the Common law ? Bz cons 
Y:cnts faith he, ro loſe ſomething, 
bat thou mayeſt be at leifure tO 
Jive God and not follow ſuits : 
Yor that which thou lofeſt , is the 
nining of time, For as thou 
viveſt thy money and buyeſt bread; 


: b be content to loſe thy money, 


that thou mayeſt buy reſt, and op- 
yrtunity to ſerve God : for chis 
5 indeed truwy to redeem the 
ime, 

90 ought we to ſpare for no coſt, 
wt willingly part with any thing 
'0 gain an opportunity of doing 
g00d, 


Augnſh. 
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| good ſeeing that the dayes are ip 
evil, "The dayes of his lifc are full | cu 
of ſorrows , griefs , dangers, and = tit 
tentations which cver and anon MF #4 
take from us the opportunity - of | Fe 
Anſeln, &oing good 3 So faith *Anſclm. Bur YÞ of 
| if we let flip the opportunity of | 4? 
' doing good when it is offered , and it? 
let our dayes conſume away in Wi! 
mere purpoſes of amendment «f I] thi! 
life, without bringing them to the! 
good efte&t : From thenceforth i: I pol 
Is in vain to look for any oppor-} hav 
tunity of doing good 3 we ſhall nor Þ the) 
obtain one minute of time 3 our} they 
_ lofle is altogether irrecoverable, Y A ! 
W. Ourlife, faith Nazzanzen, is like I] Ever 
a Mart, or a Fair : When the day I thin 
appointed is once over, there is no 
abid( 


more buying any commodities, it 
then we will buy any thing w: 
muſt do it quickly, whilctt the 
| Fir laits : We muſt live god:y, 
| whileſt we have time to live : We 
| mutt ſerve God, whileſt we 2:te 


ſtrong and able, The Prea.lerf '7] 

Ecclaf, Often beats upon this, 1 hatfoc<cr 
f "* 7hy band findeth to do , do it with TH 
| thy might, The Apoſiole often ant 


ſpurs 


upon Etcrnity. 219 
ſpurs us on to lay hold upon oppor. 
tunity , and make good uſe of our 
time. As we have therefore oppor= 
tunity, tet us do good 10 all mecn : 
For, now it ts high time to awake out 
of ſleep. Thou ſleepeſt, ſaith Sainz 
Ambroſe, but thy time fleepeth not, 


Eal.6. 
10, 


Row 13. 
L 1» 


it runneth apace , yea, it flies with . 


wings. Happy he , happy they that 
think upon theſe things, to do 


thereafter ; that live ſo, as at the 


point of death they will defire to 
have lived 3 to do ſuch things as 
they will rejoyce to have done when 
they are tranſlated tro Etcrnity. 
A light negleft now will prove an 
Eternall loſſe. Whatſoever we 
think , ſpeak, or do, once thought, 
ſpoke, or done, it is Eternall, it 
abideth for ever. 


$$ + $$ 2252424 
CHAF. 11, 


"The reward of Eternall life. 


THe life in heaveu is life indeed, 


and the moſt perfe& andabſo 
P lute 
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lute life of all others, in that it is 
Animall, in that it is Hamanc, in 
chat it is Angelicall, yea in thatitis 
Divine. There lives the Memory, 
by the perfe& remembrance of all 
things that are paſt, There lives 
the Underſtanding, by the know- 
ledge and vition of God. There 
lives the 17l, and enjoyeth all 
manner of good , without fear of 
loſing it. In like manner liveth there 
the Appetite . both that which 1s 
called Concupiſcible, and that which 
is called {raſcible, There live all 
the Senſes , and are filled with de- 
lights. There is heard no fighing, 
no lamentation, no grief or ſorrow, 
nor ſo much as the leaſt fign there- 
of. There is the molt ſincere and 
pure ſong of joy, without the mix- 
eure of the [eaſt drop of the gall of 
bitternefle and ſorrow. Let the 
Eyes be filent , they never ſaw the 
like 3 letthe Ears be filent, they ne- 
ver heard the like ; ler the Meart be 
{ilent, it could never conceive the 
like to this life, T his life includeth 
within it ſelf all pleaſures , riches, 
bonours, and all the delights of all 


lives 


upon Eternity. JIF | 


lives, ſenſes, and facultiess S. Au- 
guſtine, as it were ſet on fire with Jzugyp. 
the fervent deſireot this lite, breaks $o#1%— 
eth forth into theſe words, How ** 
great happineſle ſhall be there, 
where there is the preſence of no 
evil, and the abſence of no g90d ? 
where we thall be continually praſ- 
ting God, wha is all in all ? Bleſſed pjal.24 
are they that dwcll in thy houſe: * 
they will be ſtill praifing 1beoe. All 
the faculties of our ſou}s, and mems 
bers of our bodies being made ine. 
corruptible , thall be ever ſetting 
forth the praiſe of Czod. There 
ſhall be true glory and praiſe in» 
deed , where neither he that doth 
give praiſe and glory can be decet- 
ved. nor heto whom it is given can 
be flattered, There hall be true ho- 
nour indeed, which ſhall be denied 
tro none that is worthy , nor be» 
itowed upon any that is unworthy g 
yea which none that 1s unworthy 
thall deſire or ſeek after 3 where 
none tha: is unworthy thall be per- 
mitted to abide, "There he which 1s 
the giver of virtue , ſhall be the re- 
ward thereof : for he bath premi- 

P 2 iced 


Fer. 3r, 
FEEL 
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ſed himſelf 3 and what could hs 
promiſe greater and better then 
himſelf 2 The Prophet Fercmy 
is witnefle of this his promiſe, in 
theſe words, I will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my people. Twill 
be unto them whatſoever with ho- 
neſity can be deſired , I will be un» 
to them life, and health, and food, 
and plenty,and glory, and honour, 
and peace, and every good thing : 
For this is the meaning of theſe 
words, God ſhall be all inall ; He 
ſhall berhe end of all our delires, 


And one great good there is to be | 


found in that blefled City of 


God, which is not elſcwhere to be | 


found, and that is this; That no in- 
feriour there ſhall envy his Supes 


riour, but they thall be like mem- | 
bers of. the naturall body compa: ! 
Qed together in a friendly and ! 
peaceable manner , where the fin- ! 
ger defireth net to be the eye, nor | 
the foot the head, but every mem | 
ber is content with his own place, | 
And a little after ſaith the ſame Fa- | 
cher, There ſhall we keep an} 
Eternall Sabbath of reſt, and there | 


ſhail 
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thall we taſte and ſee how ſweet 4ugup. 
the Lord is, we ſhall be filled with £5: 
his goodnefle, when he ſhall be all. * 
in all. O God my God ! Thou art 
Love and Charity, Truth and Ve- 
rity , true Eternity , and Eterzall 
Felicity. 

Another ſpeaketh unto this life, 
by way of eApoſtrophc, after this {6% 
manner. In thee there is no corru- ſpir. & 
ption,nor defe&, nor old age, nor "* 
anger ; but perpetuall peace, and 
folemne glory, and cverlaſting joy 
and continuall folemnity. There 
is joy and exultation , there is an 


Eternali ſpring. There is alwayes 
the flower and grace of youth and 
perfe& health. 


Non cſt inte Heri nc Heflernum 3 
Scd eft idem Hodiernum : 
Tibi ſalus,tibi vita, 
Tibi pax eſt infinita : 

Tibi Deus omnia, That is, 
Teſterday was with thee never ; 
But to day is preſent ever : 
Thou haſt peace that ever laſtcth, 
Health and life that never wafteth : 

God ts all in all, 

- Gle- 


| ! Tfal.87. 
ii $2? 


9, 


So 


LY 
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P/al26, 


Glorious things are ſpoken of thee 
O city of God. In thee have thcir 
babitation all thoſe that rejoyce ; 
In thee there is no fear ; in thee no 
ſorrow, All defires are turncd to 
Joyes. Whatſoever a man can wiſh 
for is preſent with thee. Whatſoever 
can be deſired, is in thee in abun- 
dance. They ſhall be abiindantly fa- 
t#ficd with the fatneſſe of thy houſe : 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of 
the river of thy pleaſures. For with 
theers the fountain of life ; in thy 
light ſhall we ſee light , when we 


ſhall ſee thee in thy ſelf, and thee | 
yas , and our ſelves in thee, | 


living in everlaſting felicity , and 
enjoying the beatificall viſion of 
thee for ever, 


And though this felicity be | 


everlaſting zyeta man may obtain 


it in a ſhort time , and with little | 
Mark 8, labour. I have compaſsion on the 


multitude , ſaith our Saviour , bc- 


cauſe they have now been with mc | 


three dayes , and have nothing i 
eat. Sweer Saviour,doit thou coun: 


ir ſuch a matter for us to abide} 
With thee three dayes , and cat no» 


'\& » 
i 
'4 


thing ? 
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thing ? And why , ſweet Jeſus, 
doſt thou nor rather tell us of 
the dayes of Eternity and the 
everlaſting joyes wherewith we 
ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied in the 
kingdome ot heaven ? God taketh 
notice of the leaſt ſervice that we 
perform, and itis precious in his 
light, He telieth the very hairs 
of our heads ; and much more then 
will hetell the drops of bloud that 
are ſplit for his ſake, and pur them 
up in the bottle of his remem» 
brane. | 
We may therefore very well cry 
out with Saint Hicrom, Oh | How 
great a blefſednefle is this, Tore. 
ceive great things for ſmall , and 
Eternall things for Temfporall ; 
and further, to have the Lord our 
cebtour | But thou wilt be ready to 
ſay, It goes hard to bein ſufferings 
eve:y day, and though all acher 
things might eatily be endured, 
yet death 1s terrible, Chriſtian 
brother, L am aſhamed to hear 
thee ſay (> : it is fooliſhly ſpo= 
ken, and like a child. Knowelt 
*hou not thys muck ? I know thac I 
P 4 aſcend 


Rig'orn. 
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aſcend to deſcend , flourith ro wi- f +| 
ther, am young to grow old, live to | m 

die, and die to live bleſſed Fternal- 
1/426: ly, Truſt cheretore inthe Lord for | hi 
"ever: Ferin the Lerd Fehowah is | th 
everlaſting ſtrength. m 
Again S. Angufiize comes unto |} fer 
my ming, who upon the words of | he 
our Lord ſaith thus, Our Lordand I i: 
Saviour concluded with thele # T 
Meth. words, ſaying, Theſe ſhall go away || eve 
5-46, to everlafling puniſhment , but || ch, 
the righteous into life Fternall, Itis I itil 
life Erernall that is here promiſed, }| cat 
Becauſe men love to live here upon } ha 
earth,therefore life is promiſed unto F Dx 
them : And becauſe they are much JF que 
afraid to die, therefore life Eter- Þ 7» ; 
»all is promiſed unto them. What thy 
wouldeit thou have 3 Life ? Well, for 
thou ſhalt have it, What art thou I jþ;y 
afraid of ? Is it Death 2 Well, thou {| 4;* 
{halt not ſuffer it, But they which IJ jy 
thall be tormented in Hell- fire,ſhall fied, 
have a deſire to die ; and death ſhall neſſe 
flie from them. To live loug there- Voye 
fore, 15 no great matter ; yea more, || :4þj; 
Tolive alwayes , is no great mat- I} of 
ter ; but To ve bleſſed , that fs a I hync 


thing 


thing to be deſired, thar is a great \ 
matter indced, 4 

Therefore thou ſhalt live in | 
heaven, and ſhalt never die ; There ". 
thalt thou live bleſſed for evere « 
more : For neither ſhale thou ſuf- x 
fer any evil, neither ſhalt thou 
be in fear of ſuffering ; for there 
it is impoſſible to ſuffer any evil. 
'T here ſhalt thou pofſſefle whatſo= 
ever thou canſt defire : and what i 
thou poſlefleſtt , thou ſhale deſire .F. I 
iti!l to poſſefſe, T hou canft not be FP! 
calt out of poſſeſhon : And this f 
I hall ſatisfie thee, Ir was there, thar 

Dawid did expe to have his thirſt f 
quenched, and his hunger fatished, - F 
In thy preſence is fulncſſe of joy, at P[4.16; 
thy right hand there arc pleaſures *** 
for ewermore. And again, My ſoul Pat. 
thirſteth after 1hce. And yer again, *** 5 
As for me, Twill behold thy face rao, 
in righteouſneſſe : T ſhall be ſatiſ= 
fied, when T awake, with thy likes 


neſſe. 


voyce for a King : He bath his 
table well furniſhed with all kinds 
of diſhes 2 and yct as it he were 
bunger-Rarved , be hopes to_ be 


_— 
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This is a new and a ftrange 
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filled at anothers table 3 His own þ bo 
bread and his own wine would not Þ wi 
ſerve his tuin , to appeaſe his | ma 
kunger, or to quench his thult, F wit 
T here was other bread that he I per 
had a mind to , and other liquour F licy 
that he ſo thirſted after, the bread | wh 
of heaven , and the water of lite, I} fe&t 
For what is the plenty and abun- I 1s 11 
dance of all the Kings of theearth ? I thin 
It is nothing elſe but mere want, } Goc 
And what is the ;dainty fare at I| ther 
their great tables ? It is but like the F wich 
beggers pitcher , if ir be compared F} Way: 
with the fatneſle of Gods houſe, F and 
and tis heavenly table, Come ent I they 
and drink, and be filled my be. Þ with 
loved , ſhall the King of heaven | hed 

ſay, This feaſt of mine ſhall ne- I ſatie: 
ver be ended ; there ſhall come no 
ſorrow afterit: As it is To day ſo Jandk 
ſhall it be For ever and ever. Nei. I] that 
ther can Saint eAuguſtine here con- Þ ccielt 
tain himſelf ; but he breaks forth J $ingd 
again into this exclamation , Oh & what 
life of lives ſurpaſſing all life ! J ith 

Oh everlafting life ! Oh life blel- F 2ave 
ſed for wver ? Where there is joy | Lord 
without- ſorrow , reſt without la- I il? 


i. Is 
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bour. riches without lofle, health 
without ſickneile ( there is no ſuch 
matter in this life) abundance 
without defect, lite without death, 
perpetuity withour corruptibi- 
licy , beatitude without calamity z 
whereall good things are in per- 
tect charity , where all knowledge 
is 111 all things , and through all 
things, where the Majelty of 
God is ſeen in preſence , where 
the mind of the beholders is filled 
with the bread of life : They als 
wayes behold Gods prelence, 
and ftill rhey defire ro bchold it ; 
they deſire to behold it, and yer 
without anxiery 3 they are ſati(- 
hed with it , and yet without 
ſatiety. 

And that thou maiſt underſtand 
and know, good Chriſtian brother, 
that this ſuperexcellent glory, theſe 
celeſtiall riches, this heaveniy 
xingdome is. to be bought , hear 
what the ſame Saint Auguſtine 
Aith 3 T1 have to (ell, ſaith God, I 
aave to ſell 3 come and buy ir, 
Lord what is it that thou haſt to 
(:11 > I bavye reit ; Come and buy 
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it. What is the price of it ? The 

rice is labour. And how much 
Chew is Eternall reſt worth ? It 
thou wilt ſpeak the truth and 
judge aright, Etcrnall reſt is worth 
Eternall labour. It is true indeed, 
but do not fear 3 For God is mer- 
cifull, For ſhould thy labour be 
Eternall. thou ſhouldeſt never at- 
rain to reſt Eternal : But that thou 
maiſt attain art length to reſt Etcr- 
74, therefore thy labour ſhall not 
be Eternall 3 not, but that it 1s 
worth ſo much, but that thou | 
maiſt at length get the poſleſſion of 
it. Indeed it is worth the price, | 
though it be labour Eternal ; but 
that it may be purchaſed and poſ- 
tetled, it is necefſary that the price 
thereof be but labour Temporal. 
"Therefore Chriftian brethren , let 
us rouze up our ſelves, and fiirre 
up one another with-this exhortati= 
on of Saint Auguſiine which here 
followetn, 

Ler us ſet before our eyes the | 
life which is Ezcraall, and let us 
well conlider the nature of it, | 
which we ſhall come the better 

| (To) 
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ro underitand , by removing from 
it whatioever we account trouble- 
jome in this life, For it is eaſier to 
fhnd what it is not, rather then 
what it is, And yet it is ſet to ſale. 
Thou maiſt buy it, if thou wilt. 
Thou ſhait not nced to' be much 
troubled or turmoeiled about it, 
for the greatnefle of the price, The 
price is whatſoever thou haſt , and 
no more. Never examine what 
thou haſt, but confider what thou 
art. It is worth thy buying, though 
thou giveſt thy ſelf for it, Give 
thy felf, and thou ſhalt have it. 
I What ? Art thou to ſeek thy feif 2 
Art thou to buy thy ſelf > Bzhold, 
ſuch as thou art, if thou canſt be 
content to give thy ſeif , thou ſhalt 
have it. But thou wilt be ready to 
ſay it may be, Alack ! I am a wicked 
man ; And ſuch a man perhaps 
will not be received for good pay- 
ment : If thou beeſt not already 
00d, do but give thy felf , and 
by ſo doing thou ihaſt become 
200d, and go for currant. Do but 
I nmabe a faichiul: promiſe to give 
thy ſelf, and this thalll make thee 
good: 
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200d : And being made good thou 
arca price of thy ſelt good enough : 
And thou ſhalt have, as I ſaid , no: 
onely health, ſafety, life, and ſuch 


tht 
we! 


gar 


len 


like as ſhall have an «nd ; but alſo 
thou thalt be freed from many 
miſeries : Thou thalt neither be 
wearied nor ſtand in need of reſt, 
thou ſhalt neither hunger nor 
thirlt, neither increaſe nor decreaſe, 
neither grow young nor Wax old, 
becauſe there is no being born 
there 3 For there is full growth and 
ſtarure, and the entire fand pertc& 
number of years, There is no nutmn« 
ber likc unto it : For as it bath no 
need of being augmented , {o is 
there no fear of being diminithed, 
Behold whar excellent things arc 
ſpoken of it ! And yet T cannot 
come near telling rhee what it is, 
or what good things are treaſured 
up init: For, aSit 1s written , Eje 
hath not [cen , nor ear heard, nct- 
ther hath it entred into the heart sf 
man. And bow ſhould my mouth be 
able to utter what the heart of man 
is not able to conceive ? 
And becauſe we have gone along 
| through 
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through 5. Auguſtine's Books as i: 
were through fo many pleaſanz 
gardens, and are now brought at 
length to the Celeſtiall Paradiſcy 
Let us ſeal and confirm what hi- 
thcrto bath been ſpoken by the 
eltimony of the ſame Father. If 
we were every day, faith he, to 
{utter ail rorments , yea the tot- 
ments of Hell ir (e!t, and that 
for a long time together , to the 
end that we might behold Chriſt 
n his glory , and have communis 
on and fellowſhip wich the Saints 2 
were it not worth our pains and 
ſufferings >? Who would not ſuffer 
any ſorrow, to be made partaxer 
of ſo much good , and fo great 
plory 2 Let the Devils then lie 
In wait for me, let them allaulrt 
with tentations 5 let my body be 
brought down with faſting , ict 
my fleth be kept under with pret- 
ure ; 'let me be wearied with ia 
bours, let my moiſture be dried up 
wih watching z let one man cla« 
mour againſt me ; let another dil» 
quiet me z lct me be bowed toge- 


{ber with cold , ler me be {er on fire 
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with heat 3 let my conſcience murs« 


mure,let my head ake, let my breaſt 
be inflamed , let my ſtomach be 
troubled with ventolities , let my 
countenance wax pale and bleak, 
let me be full of infirmities ; let 
my life conſume away with grict, 
and my years with mourning ; 
let rottennefle enter into my 
bones, and ler it ſpring up like a 
fountain under my feer 3 Let al! 
theſe miſeries come upon me , ſo 
that I may have reſt and conſolati- 
onin the day of tribulation , and 
aſcend up unto the people of the 
Lord. For, what thall be the glory 
of the juſt, and how great ſhall the 
ſoy of the Saints be , when every 
face ſhall ſhine as the Sunne ! When 
the Lord ſhall begin to reckon up 
his people in their diſtin& orders, 
in his Fathers kingdome ; and when 
he ſhall render unto cyery man ac- 
cording to his works, the rewards 
which he hath promiied , thats 
Heavenly for Earthly, and Eternal 
For Temporal, 

Think therefore upon the dayes 
of old, and call to mind the years 
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which are yet for to come, "Think 
upon F ternity WO man, think upon 
Eternity ; Think vpon the Ftcrnt- 
ty of Torment, and the Eternity 
of Joy, which is to follow after 
this ſhort. life ended, and 1 dare 
warrant thee, thou wilt nevee 
complain of any adverſity , thou 
wilt never let {lip out of thy mouth 
ſuch a word as this, This 7s 109 gric- 
vaus, Or, This 7s intolerable or,This 
;5t00 hard, Thou wilt, I dare lay, 
count all things eafie and tolerable 
yzhatſoever can happen in this 
life, and thou wilt never be better 
rleaſed then when thou art moſt 
ifHifted. 

It is reported by Fohn Moſchus 
of one Olympius,an old man of fins 
ular patience, who lived cloyſtered 
ina Monaſtery near unto For- 
dt, that he had his mind ſo bent 
and fixt continually upon Eter. 
xity, chat he had ſcarce any ſenſe or 
ling at all of any temporall ſor- 
ow or miſcry, For (as he goes oii 
with tis ftory} Upona time, as it 
appened , a certain religious man 
turned out of his way to viſit him, 

and 
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and finding in him a dark Cel), 1 
place,as he choughrWnhabitabl< dy 
reaſon of heat and ſwarms of gna:s 
;and other flies , not without much 
| admiration ſpake thus unto him, 
And canſt thou, Olympius, endure 
to live in ſucha cloſe room, ſo ex. 
 ceeding hot, and fo much prciled 
' with gnats and {warms of flics ? 
But what did Olympius anſwer? 
And doſt thou wonder at this ? | 
tell thee, my fonne, all theſe ar: 
but light matters 3 I count them to. 
lerable, that ſo I may efcape Ftcr- 
all 'torments, which are intolz- 
rable. I can endure ro be ſtung by 
enats, that ſo I may not feel th: 
iting of Conſcience, and the gna- 
ing of the worm that never diet! 
T his heat which thou ſo complair 
eſt of I can ſuffer eaſily , when [ 
think upon the Eternal! fire © 
Heil, which is uniufterable. The 
troubles, if I may fo call them, art 
but ſhort, and tb!) k-v« 15 eng 


«os IA&LY 
But the torments in Hell are with 
out end, Whereupon ſaid che other 
Certainly, Olympius , thou att le 
by the ſpigit of Wiſdome an 
"Truth 
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tru.h 3 ſo wiſely and truly haſt thou 
anſwered. I would there were 
more of thy mind, that would think 
thus ſeriouſly upon theſe things ! 
Then certainly there would be more 
then there are now adayes, that 
would after thy example paticnt!y 
lufter and cadure al} things, 
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Euxis the moſt famous for his 
Skill among(t all the ancienc 
Paintecs that we have heard of, 
was obſerved tobe very ſlow at his 
work , and to let no piece of his 
20 abroad into the »world to be 
(zn of men _. till he had turned ir 
over and over, this (ide and that 
lide, again and again, to ſee if he 
cou:d ſpie any fault in it ; And be- 
ing upon a time asked the reaſon 
why he W25 10Cuitcus,wny lo long 
in drawing his lines , and ſo ſlow 
inthe ule of his pencill, he made 
this 
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this anſwer, I am long a doing 
whatſoever I take in hand, becauſe 
what I paint, I paint for Fern 
ty. Andthus ſtands the cafe with 
all, we paint alſo for Eternity, 
Whatfcever we do, it fo belongs 
unto Eternity , that a man may 
truly ſay of it thus, T write, I reade, 
I fing,I pray, I labour, whatſoever 
I do, whatſoever I ſay, whatſoever 
I think, all is for Ercrnity, Nowif 
this be the nature of our thoughts, 
words and :t:<ds , if they thall 
remain for all Eternity , we had 
need have a care what we think, 
ſpeak, ordo; it concerns us to lock 
about us, to mind our bufinelle, 
not to go negligently and fleepily 
about our work, not to let any 
thing go out of our hands rude and 
imperfe&, but to poliſh and pertet 
it with all the care, skill, and in 
duſtry that we can uſe, We pain 
with Zeuxis for Eternity, Whe 
we have done our works, they art 
preſently tranſmitted ro Eternity 
to be viewed by a moſt judiciou 
and all-ſecing eye, that no fault ca 


eſcape ; and being viewed and = 
ure 
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ſured they are to be committed ei- 
ther to be Ftcrnally *punithed: or 
Etcrnally rewarded. What I haye 
ſaid before I here ſay again, becauſe 
it cannot be ſaid too often , though 
I ſhould ſay it a thouſand times ; 
Whatſoever we think, ſpeak or do, 
once thought, ſpoke or done, it is 
Etcrnall, it abideth for ever. 


ſaith? In all our a&Rions we muſt uſe 
great care and circumſpe&ion , we 
muft well weigh and conſider with 
our ſelves what ir is that we take 
in hand, and to what end we do it, 
thac our minds be not ſer upon any 
thing that is Temporal! , but upon 
thoſe things which are Zternall, 
Therefore in all thy aRions }abour 
to be perfe&, Pray for Eternity, 
udy for Eternity , ſuffer for Eter- 
nity, contend for Eternity , labour 
for Eternity, So live to God, that 
thou mailſt live with God ; So live 
Jon Earth , that thou mailt live in 
Heaven ; So live for Eternity , that 
thou mailt live to Eternity. 


Our works do not paile away aſ- 
ſoon 


» Will you hear what S, Gregory Greg! 


Hear alſo what 5. Bernard ſaith, Fermard. 
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ſoon as they are done (as they may 
ſeem to do) but as lzeds town in 
rime they riſe up to all Eternity, 
The fooliſh man which hath no 
underſtanding will wonder to ee 
ſuch a plentifull increaſe riſe up | 
ſuch little ſceds, be it good or bei: 
evil, according to the nature of che 
ſeed which is ſown. But he thc 
is wiſe will ponder theſe things, 
and count no finne little ; For 
he hath an eye fill not to that 
which is preſent, but tothat which 
istocome 3 not to that which ty 
ſown, bur to that which is reaped ; 
not to that which is done in time, 
but to that which remains to al! 
Eternity. 

Oh the dangerous and miſerablz 
madnefle of the ſonnes of Adan, 
God created us unto the poſleſli- 
on of infinite and Eternall good : 
And why are we carried then with 
the whole beat of our affteions 


to thoſe things which are flitting 


and vaniſhing ? God made us heirs 
of Heaven and Eterna!l poflcfht- 
ons : And why do we ſo milcra- 


bly entangle our ſelves in our vani- 
Lies, 
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ties, and run head{ong to deſtru&i- 
on ? Let us be wiſe in time , let us 
look well to our ſteps, let us make 
ſpeed on the way of Ercrnity : Lec 
us ſo live that we may live to Erer- 
tz. The way thicher is thort and 
narrow , but the Term thereof is 
very large, 

But,Q miſerable and fooliſh men 
that we are! We fain would ob- 
tain Etcrnall life 3 but we are loth 
to tread in the way that leads to 
it : we fain would be there ; but we 
will not take pains to go thither, 
Every man delires to be blefled, 
There is no man, ſaith Saint eAu- 
guſtine, of what condition or de- 
oree ſoever he be, but hath a delire 
after that life which is bletled for 
cyver 2 Therefore char lite is the 
common haven at which all men 
defire to arrive ; but all men know 
not how to ſteer their courſe a- 
righe, Ir is a thing which all men 


without controverſie would fain 


poſlefle 3 but how to compalle it, 
what courſe to take, which way 
to go, thatis the point they Cat 
not agree upon, We may ſeek it 

long 
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long enough upon earth 3 and it 
is a queſtion , whether we ſhall 
ever find it or no : Not that ] 
condemne the ſeeking of it , . bu: 
the not ſeeking it in the right 
place, One is of opinioh that che 
Souldiers life is moiſt blefled ; but 
another denies that, and ſayes, 
The life of the Husbandman is 
moſt bleſſed : And again, this 
another denies, and ſayes that the 
Lawyers life is moſt blefled ; and 
he gives his reaſon for it : For the 
Lawyer is' worfhipped by the peo- 
ple, and is much ſought unto , heis 
ever taking of fees and pleading 
cauſes. 

And again, this another denies, 
and ſzyes, T he Judges life is mot 
blefled 3 For he hath power of 
hearing cauſes and deciding them, 
And yet again , another denies 
this, and ſayes, The Merchants lite tor 
is moſt bleſſed ; For he ſees divers 
countreys , learns many fathions, {| * 8© 
gathers together much wealth, 
You ſee, dearly beloved, in fo 
many ſeveral] kinds of lives there 


is not any one to be found that will 
pleaic 


— 
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pleaſe all. But rhe life bleiled for 
ever, that is it which pleaſeth all. 

Bleſledneile therefore is not to 
be expeted here, but is to be 
ſought for elſewhere, and never to 
be tound out but by a good & god- 
ly death, Ungodly men themſelves 
defire to die the death of the god- 
ly, but they will not live the life 
of the godly : For to die well is 
the way to felicity ; but to live 
well is matter of labour : And yer 
that is not to be obtained withs 
out this, Eternity depends upon 
Ccath : and there is no dying well 
without liviug well, Chufe which 
thou wilt, lite or death, 
liveſt well, thou canſt not but die 
welt; and ir ſhall be well with 
thee for ever : [If thou liveſt nor 
well, thou canft not hope to die 
well z; butit will be ill wich thee 
tor ever. 

Not many yeats ago a man of 
a good houſe , having more wit in 
bis head then religion in his heart 
being asked what he thought of 
the {tric lives of the religious, and 
the looſe lives of the licentious, 
Q which 


© p 


If thou 
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which he eftecemed beſt, anſwered 
thus, I couid wiſh to live like the 
{icentious, but to die like the reli- 
gious. Some wit there might be in 
hie an{wer, but I am ſure there was 
little Religion in it. He had ſpoke 
like a Chriſtian man it he had 
ſaid thus, I defire tolive the life 
of the religious, that my end may 
be like his, Balaam could fay , Lect 
me die the death of the rightcous, 
and let my laſt end ve like hs, But 
he had (aid 2 great deal betrer, 
if he had faid thus, Lct me live 
the life of the righteous, that I may 
die the death of the rightcous, 
and that my la$ end may be lic 
his. For wholoever tiveth 
life of the godly thall be ſure to 
die the dexth of the godly : And 
whoſoever liveth the lite of the 
angndly fnall be fure co die the 
death of the nngodly 35 once he 
ſhall die, but thr once {hall be al- 
wayes, and that a:wayes for eve 
and cver, 

A certain Souldier being cal- 
fed in queltion dy Lamachus 2 
Centurion, for ſome mitt-mea- 
Nov: 


the ; 
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nour or other committed in the 
camp, earncitly delired pardon for 
that once, and promiſed never to 
oftend in the lice kind again : Bur 
the Centurion made him this an= 
{wer , In bello, bone vir, no licebit 
bis peecare : Ob Sir, know youu 
thus much, Therc is no offending in 
warretwice, Butin death (alas !) 
there is no offending once 3 there 
is no hope of pardun, Once dead, 
and alwayes dead, He rhat dies 
once 1j| is datnned for ever. There 
is no returning again to life , to 
amend whar is done amiſie, There 
isno appealing from rhe ſentence 

of condemnation, if it be once pal- 

led. As death leaves a man, ſo 
jadgemens: tindeth him 3; and as 
judgement Jeaves him, ſo Eternity 
hindeth him. 

Lt is the ſaying of Tphicrates; 
That it is a ſhame for an Empe- 
rour at any tine ro fay with the 
fool, Non putaram, T did nos 
think it: Batt 152 vreater thame 
for a Chriſtian man to ſay, Non 
putzram , I did not think there 
bad bren ſuch a difference be- 

i} 2 TCR 
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between a chaſte life and a voluptu- 
our life, I did not think that Etcr- 
nity was to follow after this life, 
T did not think that I ſhould have 
died ſo ſuddenly. Alas ! alas ! 
how fleepily do we go about the 
buſinefle of Eternity ! whereas the 
nature of this mortall life of ours 
is ſuch that we cannot be certain 
at any time that we ſhall live for Þ 
any time , no not ſo much as for }þ 
one minute ;wwhen as we know for 
certain that we muſt depart from 
hence, and yet are moit uncertain 
at what hour we ſhall depart 5 and 
when that hour ſhall come, then 
alſo w.: (hall fzem not ſo much ro 
have lived as to have poſted unto 
death in a moment, Here we are | 
but as ſojuurners ia a ftrange ; 
land, and nor as Citizens in our Þ , 
own countrey ; we are bur I&@fÞ 5 
nants at will, and not Free-hold- Y }, 
ers « Will we, nill we, we mult ,, 
#{e.13, depart. For hcre we have no conf 
*. miuuing City, out we ſeth one 2; 
cone. I 
Baruch The holy Prophet Baruch ak yi; 
3-16. eth this queſtion , Where are the (6g 
Prince 
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Princes of the heathen become, ai 
ſuch, as ruicd the beaſts upon the 
earth , that hoarded up filver an 
gold, and maile no end of ther get- 
ting { Dothey retain and keep their 
kingdomes and their glory fii!! © 
Not fo : bor this faith the Pro- 
pher, anſwering his own quclijun, 
ney are vamijbed aud gons down 
tothe grave, and hers arc cone 
up in their jicads. 7 hey arc vaniſne 
ed, ſaich the Prophec 3 For they 
we:e but (ojourneis and nou Citi- 
Zens: they arc gore , and hers 
are come up in their ftead- : their 
houſes aieict out to others , ani 
they are calt out the nlelves, and 
g0ne GOWn to ihe grave, Bur if 
the queition bs azked again, Here 
arc the Princes of heaucu , | whoſe 
dweiling is above the teyenth 
Sphere , where are thicy ? ic may 
be anſwered likewiſe , that They 
are alſo vaniſhed, aud others are 
come in their Sicads 3 but they 
are tranl(laced to the kingdome at 
ileaven, there to abide tor ever, 
without all fear of being diſpoſ- 
lefled. 
C) 3 Let 
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Let us crown our ſclues with 
Roſc-buds, ſing thoſe men of moit 
looſe and deplorate lives, Why 
with Roſe buds ? Becauſe the 
beauty and ſmell of them is gone 
in one day , and they are withered 2 
and ſ.ch fading crowns do bot 
become thoſe which thall thortly 
periſh, Bat as for the Biefled, it 
is not fo with them , but tlicy are 
crowned with jewels and prect- 
ous ſtones whoſe bernty never 


: fadeth, The woman mcntioncd in 


the Revelation had upon hcr head 
4 crewn, not of Ryſe- buds of the 
garden, nor cf jewels of the fea, 
but of tie Starres of Heaven, As 
then the heavenly orbs are incor» 
ruptible , fo likewiſe they that in- 
nabit them are incorruptible, 
they ate not ſubje& to any change, 
they ate immortall, The rightceus 
live for cucrmore, All worldly 
things are tranhtory , but herven- 
iy things are everlaſting, Here 
are we wearied with labour , bur 
there fhail we be refreſhed with 
Eternall reit. Why do we fetk 
for r:ft before our labour is ended ? 


We 
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ear eye upon the Syage ; I here= 
fore we mult a7 our parts: We 
have to geai with potent enemics 3 
Thercfore vo muſt be alvwayes 
piepared to fon: We are fill in 
ouc face 3 Therefore we mult 
ney Si 10 the laft. Jet us then 
fo at our pris, that thee Angels 
may rejoyce 29 be Speridteiurs 5 
le: us ſo figh:, that we may winne 
ihe Crown 3 let us {o run , that we 
0:2av GULdi2. 

Wei {aith Saint Greg?'y, If we 
Weii Conhider with our flves what 
ana how great things are pr: mi- 
te4vmo us in heaven , all things 
en carth will feem vile unto us : 
For what tongae can fufficic ny 
xprefle, or what heart conceive, 
how great the joycs be in that 
City which tis 2bove ? Where wW2 
{hail bear a part n the Heaver.y 
<HIrC with Angeis evermor: uy; 
ing and praifing God ; where 
we thall be in Gods preſence, and 
ſce him face to face ; where wz 
ſhall behold light incommichen- 
ſible; where we ; ſhall be in no feat 
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of death ; where we hail have 
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Let us crown our ſclues with 
Rojc-buds, ſing thoſe men of moit 
looſe and deplorate lives, Why 
with Roſe- buds F Becauſe the 
beauty and ſmell of them is gone 
in one day , and they are withered 2 
and (ch fading crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which thall thortiy 
periſh, Bat as for the Bieflel, it 
is not ſo with them , bur they are 
crowned with jewels and preci- 


ous ſtones whoſe berpry never 
] 


: fadeth. The woman mcntioncd In 


the Revelation had upon hor head 
4 crewn, not of Roſe. buds of the 
garden, nor cf jewels of the fea, 
but of rtie Star7cs of Heaven. As 
then the heavenly orbs are incor» 
rwp:ible, fo likewiſe they that in- 
nabir them are incorruptible, 
they ate not ſubjz& to any change, 
they ate immortall, The rightceus 
live for cuermore, All woridly 
tings are tranhtory , but herven- 
iy things are everlaſting, Here 
are we wearied with labour , buc 
there ſhail we be refreſhed with 
Eternall reit, Why do we feck 
#0r rift before cur labour is ended ? 
We 
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We are e yct upon the S#age z I here= 
fore we mult af our parts: We 
have to geai with potent cnemIes 5 
Therefore we muſt be alwayes 
Prepared to fight: We are ſtill in 
our race 3 {herdiote we mult 
E:13 S:tto the iaft, Let us then 

pits, that theeAngels 
may reioyce 25 be Spertdleurs 
ie: us fo figh: , that we may winne 
ihe Crown 3 let us ſo run , that we 
av cotdin. 

Wei ſaith Saint Greg?'y, Tf we 
Weii Conhider with our {lves war 
ana how great things are pr: mi- 
ie4vmo us in heaven all ching 
Gn, Earth will feem vile unto us 7 
For what tonz:e can ſufficiently 
exprefle, or what hcart conceive, 
how great the joys be in that 
City which is 2bove ? Where we 
ſhall bear a part in the Heavy 
<-IrC with Angeis evermor: laud - 
ing and prailing God. 3 where 
we (hall be in Gods Pp: ofence c, and 
fce him face to face 5 where we 
ſhall behold light incommichen- 
{ible z where we ſhall be in no fear 
of death ; where we ſail have 
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344 The ninth Confider ation 
the privilcdge of heavenly Saints 
and Citizens, to be for ever incor- 
ruptible. Me thinks 1 find my 
mind {inflamed and fet on fire 
whileſt 1 am peaking of uhcic 
Joyes ; and me thinks it ſhovui fer 
on fire all that hear it, Me thinks 
it ſhovid (6 work upen us all, that 
even now we thouid molt earneitiy 
and ardently defire to be there, 
where we bope to be for ever here- 
atrer. Bu: thus much we mutt 
know , Lihat there is no coming 
there without much labour, Ir 1s 
not I, but Paul the {'rezcher thar 
faith it, 4 manis uot crowned ex» 
cept he ftrive lawfully, Lec then 
che greatnelle of the reward encou- 
rage us and prick us forward 3 and 
let not the labour and pains , the 
ſhore labour and the little pains, 
hinder us or kcep us back, We 
mult go on, and we muſt go on 
with perieverance 3 we mult no: 
ſo much conſider the roughneflz of 
the way, as the blefled Eternity 
which is the end thercof, And this 
the ſame holy Father declares moti 
exccllentiy , ſaying, This is a [pc- 
cial 
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upon Eternity, 345 


ciall badge and cognizance of the 
elect, that they know how to carry 
themſelves in the way of this pre- 
ſenr life in ſuch matner, thac by 
the certatnty of hope tlicy are ally- 
red that they have attarncd unto 
2 great plict, inalmuch as they 
ſce all tranſfirory things facre be. 
| neath them, and forthe loye of 
Etcraity trample all ſublunary 
things under their fcer, And this 
, #5 57 which-the Lord ſpeaketh by 

the mouth of his holy Prophecy 
ſaying uato cyery foul that fol» 
lowerh him , J will lift thee up 
aboue the high places of the earth, 
For as for loſſes, reproaches, pos 
verty, d:{gracc, and ſuch like, theſe 
| are, a5 I nay ſo ca!l them, the lower 
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: places of the carth , which the io- 

, vers of this world, as they walls | 

c through the plain of the broad , 

n | way, do not love to come near, i 3 
oj but keap off as farre 25 is pollible, { 98 


of | Bur as for gain and proiit, the 
5 | fiwning and flattering cf infe- 
Ss Þ© :iours, abundance of riches, ho- 
ok F nours, and places of dignity, 
pc- | theſe. are the high places of the | 
OS Won Q 5 earth, 


45 The ninth (onfideration 


eatth, which whoſoever is wor. dlv- 
minded, and hath fertled his at- 
fcQions on things here bclow, he, 
I fay, cltecmcrh bighly 3 becauſe 
ro him they ſcum great ; Bar who» 
ſoever 1s heaveniy-minded , and 
hach ſettled his afte&tions on things 
above, he, 1 fay, eftcemeth them 
not ; becauſe ro bim they ſcm 
what they are, that is,vile and bale, 
For as it is wich a man going u> 
an high mountain, fill the higher 

he o0es che lower he ſees the carth 
beneath him ; So it is with him 
whoſe converſation is in Heaven : 
'The __ - mounts from the 
carth wich the wings of ptous co- 


Pirations , = farther he flies from 


the earth with the wing of his 
affections, He knows that all the 
vlory of this world is nothing, 
and therefore his thoughts and hx 
i:Kions are alrogether upon ano» 
ther world. This i isthe man that 
!s lifted up anove the bigh places of 
the carth. 

You have heard wha: S. Gree 
faith ; It willnot be amiſſe in _ 
next place co hear likewiſe what 

San! 


ups?! Eteruty, 447 
Saint Auguſtine ſaith. What is 
that* Tr is 2 lelfon worth our lez:n- 
ing. 7 hat which we mnſt loſe, tgp, 
Cath he, one time or o:þ0: upon 
ne.eflity, it is wiſdomete dittri. 
bute abroad in time , that we may 
purchaſe thereby the reward of 
1: te-nity. afofes lived leng indeed, p,,,, 
he lived in health 3 but art lengih 34-5 
he dicd, Muthuſelah lived longer 
then he z but it follows, eArd he \ 9 
_ This is, or 121i be every 
nans Epitaph, Et m rius 7, And » 5m: 
be dicd, For we muſt nccds WE 14 14- 
ard are as witcy ſpilt on the 
ground, Bur the ſoul is immor:a!l, 
itis Eccrizall, it ſhall live for ever, 
either in Etcrnall glory , orelle in 
Eternal! torments. Here our lot 1s 
cat, in which Eternity we ſhall 
nave part, and there is no revoring 
tt. Oh bletJed Etern ity, oh Fter- 
1:11! bleTedneſie ! tow comes it to 
maile that ſeldome or never we 
think vpon thee 3 or, if we do at any 
timz, we Go it Þut upon tie by ? 
How comes it topaſle , that we ao 
not lahour more for thee , that We 
6o nor ſect for thee, tiat we are 
not 
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348 The ninth Conftaer ation 
not ſelicitous for thee. O Lord 
God, open thou our eyes , thit we 
may fee ana wmnow what Ficruty 
is, both that cf gory, aad that 
orher of torment, 2nd how infinite 
both ? how billed the one , and 
how miſerable the vther, Thou hait 

cteared vs unto thee , thou halt 
Cieared vs unto Ficrfli.; : vor thou 
art Etcyvity, Thou wouldſt have 
us be partakers of thy Eternity , 
Lord, let it be according to thy 
Will, Thou hait ſaidit ; Lordler 
it be _— tothy Word, Thou 
haſt promiſed 3 Lerd , make 200d 
thy promiſe ; Make us partake. s of 
thy Eternity, Grant that we .may 
ſpend the {liort moment of time 
9ranted unto us here in this lite, 
grant, we beſcech thee, that we 
may fpcnd ir in fuch a religious 
and godly manner , as nicn that 
labour for Eternity, contend for 
Eternity, ſuffer for Eternity, To 
this end cauſe thy Miniſters often 
ro call upon us to think {till upon 
Etcrnity 3 makeus call one upon 
2n9ther in cyery place to tbins 
ppon Eternity, thay lo by thy 
mercy 
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pon Eternity. 249 
MUrey WE may 1 'cigne with thee, O 
FIG, and as manly as it is poſe 
{:die may be Cpt f: 0 veriching 
evict lllanhy,. Hear this ye Ch 2- 
Rtans all , hear is ye Pagys, hear 
it ye Kings and Prin-cs , hear it ye 
Germancs, hear it ds F rom: h, hear 
w,ycErgliſn, yea let all the Sn 
hear ir, Therecan 5: no ſufficien 
ſecurity where there i» danger f 
loprg Eternity. 

Q:1 long, Oh profouni, On bot. 
romicſ]2 Oh Etcrnali Eternity ! 
Llcjjed arc they, O Lora, that apr P/ 
inihy | houſe : they ſhall. be ſal prat- 
fing 1kce, 1 hey ihall praiſe thee 
throughout infinite wyricds of 
ages. 

Eſofes being near unto his 
death, commenting unte God in 
his prayers his pcople Iiracl; and 

bleding them , thus took bis ! cave 
of the tribe of Ayer, and ſaid, Let Dex: {8 
4 ſher be bleſſed with children ; 1c1 35-4 R1 
him be acceptable to his brethren, | 
and let him dip his foot in oyl. 1 by 25, 
{bees fhall be iron and braſſe; and 
as thy dayes fo foall thy ſtrength 17 
There + mac like auto the God of 26, 
Feſurun, 
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Fcſurun, who ridcth upon the hca- 
went in thy hap, aud in bis cxccl- 
lency on the shic. The Eterna!ll 
God is thy refuge, aid undyrncath 
arc the everlaſting arms. Thus 
God ftretcheth forth the arms cf 
his power throughout heaven in- 
tinicely ; and by bis arms ll the 
world, all time, and ali things in 
the world arc direed, guided and 
governed. So God from the b«gin- 


ning , yea from the Evernty c: 


his pregeſtination , hath carrie. 
in his breaſt all tho godly, and duth 
prote& them daily and howly, 
and as it wete embraceth than 
with his arms. Afcend therefore, 
O my ſoul, and have no more to 
do with earth and clay, Stretch 
forth thy ſelf, and aſcend up units 
him that rideth upon the heavens, 
aſcend up unto thy God , whole 
dwelling is in the higheſt moun- 
tains, thoſe mountains of Zteynit; : 
T here ſhalt thou fir in ſafety, 
and behold the ear:h beneath : and 
fo ihalt thou plainly perceive how 
little and of none eſteem at. 
tbings ate here below , which on 
eltQct 


um Eteriity. $51 


cicher ſolicit thee with love , or 
terrific thee wich fear ; tho ſhalj: 
piaitly perceive what a {.nalithing 
It 15, whatſoever is coni2incd with- 
in the Centre of the world , that 
little globe or point of earth ; thou 
ſhalt plainly perceive how thar all 
chings created are vain, weak, ſhore, 
vile,” yea vanity ir ſelf, yea rather 
mere nothing in reſpe& of God 
and of Eternity. Therefore feck 
thou after the onely true and ſo- 
vereigne gnod ., and regard not 
ether things, Truſt in God, re- 
lie on him. open thy heart wide 
ro entertain him 3 tread under 
the feet of thy aff:Gions what» 
ſoever 15 under the Sunne and 
Moon, whatſoever allureth thee 
with ſmiles, or terrificth thee 
with fcowns 3 think upon Ercr- 
wy, and alwayes keep in mind 
chat excellent ſaying of Sain: 
_— , Nd9o labour muit ſecm 
hard, no time mu'! ſeen m long , all 
the w Wl we are ſecking after Etcr- 
FUMUTISE 
Ir 1s reported by Saint Hicromc, 
that ;hete was upon a time a cer- 
tain 
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rain Camel haunted by an evil 
fpirir, which being brought before 
H:larion a devour and godly man, 
egan to rage in ſuch a ftrange 
and terrible manner as it it would 
preſently have devoured him : Bu: 
the Holy man nothing afraid 
Faake thus unto the evil ſpirit, 
Do not thinketo frigat me , tou 
evil. ſpiric, although that thou 
haft got a Camel on thy back, 
It fs ajl one ro me Whether thou 
comc!t in a Camels skinne or in 
a Foxcs skinne : And preſently 
the ferce Camel fell down' befor: 
him, and became very tame and 
gentic,:o the great lauphter of a] 
thoſe that Rtooa by. Such are ail 
Batteries , fawnings , allurements, 
2nd tentations ot this world $ ſuch 
are all fears, frowns , fiights aud 
terrours, What dit thou hope 
for 2 Vihar doſt thou fear ? Whay 
Colt thou love ? He that rideik 
upcn the Heavens is thy help- 
&r ; he ſhall embrace thee with 
his everlaſting arms. With tholc 
arms of his he is able to fettcr 
all thine enemies , whether they 
__» os 
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upon Eternity. 252 
fawn or frown upon thee, he is able 
1t 2 beck to ſqueeze them in pieces 
like ſo many tlies, and break them 
in picces like a potters vetiel, Doth 
the pleaſure then of luſt, or glutts- 
ny. or intemperance ſolicite thee ? 


That is nothing : Be not moved at 


it, pafle it by, regard ir not ; thin!: 
rather upon the pleaſures whic! 
are Eternal, Art thou terrifed 
with threats, opprefied with for- 
:oWS , palled by with contempr, 
atHiRed with f{icknefle, tired our 
with poverty ? A;l theſe are a mat- 
rer of nothing. T he more viojent 
theſe are the ſhorter while they 


will laſt ; Deſpiſe then , life up 


chine eyes unto the hills from 
whence coineth thy help, look up 


to Heaven , think upon Eternity, Prov: 


There ſh:ll 10 eu! 
the jul, 


happen unto 


$i frallus ill :batte orhis, 

Inpaviaym ferteut rum. 
The jul man fnall ut be afre1d, 
Thoug heaven fall upon his head. 

Therefore the jult man 15 never 
ſorcows= 
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Horat, 
Caim, 
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ſorrowfull : no tribulation doth 
ever aflaule him. Bur are not the 
tribulations of the juſt many + Yez, 
but vet they make nothing of them, 
'T hat onely they count evil , which 
Is Etcrnall, which f:parateth a man 


from God , as [:nnC doth, and , 
Frcra.l! death wh ich is the wages of j 
t1nne, The Preacher of the G:n | 
tiics bids us Leck not at the things y 


which arc ſeen, but at the things | 1 
which are tot ſeen. Why lo ? For, 
faith he, The thites wh? ih arc feon a1 
aretomparall, but the thinzs which || 
arc t01 fecn arc Eicrnall, = tn 
things which are not ſfcen, i: T 
things which are Eterna!l, tlivie are Þ| ap 


Lan. 4 
[EO EY 


the things which are great indeec, Þ| {t; 
whether thzy be eocd , or whethe: || no 


ihey be cvil. ch; 


Bur whileſt we look oneiy 2: f mo 
the things which are ſen , ans iis I pea 
dome or never a: the _ whic) I bf 


are not ſcen, what Co we m2 ke 6: ed 
our ſelves bur great and foo!.1! 
boycs? great, but vet foolith ; a: * no 
beſt but byes, 2 the ice fa! ou: 
of curhanis, we preſently Fail a 
and yet __ is ſuch a ihing 


crying, 


»pon Eternity. 


that we cannot hold long . Wear | 
frigh:ed at ſhadows. and dream a NF 
Oreat matters 3 We ſpend our {elves | 
on ſuch thiags as not onely ſhall 
thortly paſle away for cz:tain, but 
are already paſli; ng away: Foritis 
nor ſail, The figure, or 1he Jſhion « 
of this ward jhill piſs away , in 73% 
the Future ; Bit The fa} 101 2 of 5 js 
worl{prijſcin away, ia ihe Preſe it, 
I: is polling avpay already, As all 
the goods which we enjoy here 
are bur tranſ1: ery , to ail th? evils = :: 
which we fuft:re here are Hur tran- 
fitory ; they cannot continue long, 
'F hoje things Wiich are not ſeen, 
and thoſe onely have a per Faanent 
itate ; they know no end, they have 
no term, they are not {i ject tO = 
change, they are firm , they are int» 
moveab!e e, they are F vernatd F 12. - 
peat tr ag1in, whit I fat, a line | 
b2fore ; tor ir deſerve: to be repeats F 
&d a thouſand and a thoujind Hirme F 
times ; No labour mutt ſ:cm hard, | 
no time maſt feem long , all che 
while we are {ecking after Eternal 
olory, 
Symphortanus @ Chiitiian young 
man 
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man afte” hat hc was almoſt ſcour- 
ged to death, as he was dragged to 
exccutionat eAvguſtodrinum , met 
his mother upon ihe way 3 Bur 
how ? Not teating the hair from 
her head , or rending her clothes, 
ot laying open her breatts, or ma- 
King grievous 12Mentatiuns, as the 
manner of toolith women is to do : 
But carrying her ieit like an Heroi- 
cal! and Chriſtian Lady. For ſhe 
cryed out and called unto her ſonne 
and ſaid , Sonne , my fornc, I ſay, 
remember life Etcrnall, look up 10 
Heaven , lift up thine cyes to him 
that reigneth there, Life 3 161 14- 
ken from thce, but is exchanged 
for a better, At which words of 
his mother the young man was lo 
exceeding animated , that be went 
willingly ro exccution, and cheat- 
fully like a ſtout champion laid 
down his head upon the block, 
and expoſed his throat to the f. 


tall ax. 


Hear this, O Chriſtians all, aud 
remember your ſelves, This is the 
caſe of every man living ; We aic 
on our Way to death 3 we go nt 
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upon Etcrnity. S557 
ſo faſt, it may be, as Szmphoriguus 
did 3 bur yet we ace ail going, and 
we have cc tarte ro go, 1 he no- 
ble a:mics oj Martyrs wuich are 
gone before us, they call unto us 
from Heaven, and fay as the Chri- 
{tian and couragtuus mother ſaid 
unto her ſonne as he was going to 
execution, Remember tife Eternall, 
look up to Heaven, and lift up your 
czcs to him that rcagneth there. 
Carry thy ſelf therefore like a 
Symphorian , whoſoever profefſeft 
thy (elf to be a Chriflian. Do 
not hang back , be not lothto go, 
withdraw not thy neck from the 
yoke , nor thy ſhoulders from the 
{rofle ; be not afraid to ſuffer for 
Chriit , be not afraid to die for 
Chriſt, be not afraid to car tire, or . 
:0 devour the ſword for the name 
of Chritt, Here ſhew thy (elf a 
man, take good courage, pull vp a 
200d heart, And when thou art at 
any time tempted , when thou art 
Qrieved, when thou art made for- 
rowfull, when thou art vexed, 
when thou art deſpiſed, when thou 
art made a laughinz-ſtock , when 
thou 
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man af:te” hai he was aimoit ſcour- 
ged to death, as he was dragged to 
exccutionat eArguſtodrinum , wet 
his mother upon ihe way 3 Bur 
how ? Not teating the hair from 
her head , or rending her clothes, 
or laying open her brealts, or ma- 
King gricvous lamentatiuns, as the 
manner of toolith women is to do : 
Put carrying her ieif like an Heroi- 
cal: and Chriitian Lady, For the 
cryes out and called unto her ſonne 
and ſaid , Sore , my fornc, Þ ſay, 
remember life Etcrnall, look up 10 
Heaven , lift up thine cyes to him 
ihat reigneth there, Life ts 161 14- 
ken from thce, but is exchanged 
for a better, At which words of 
his mother the young man was lo 
exceeding animated , that he went 
willingly ro exccution, and chear- 
fully like a ftout champion laid 
down his head upon the block, 
and expoſed his throat to the f3. 
tall aX. 

Hear this, O Chriſtians all, and 
remember your ſelves, This is thc 
caſe of every man living ; We aic 
on our Way to death 3 we go nit 
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upon Etcrnity. 
ſo fait, it may be, as Szmphoriauus 
did 3 bu! yet we ace atl going, and 
we bave 1:cr tatte to Yo, | he no- 
ble a:mics oi Martyrs wuich are 
gonc beiore us, they call unto us 
from Hcaven, and fay as the Chri- 
{tian and couragtuus mother ſaid 
unto her ſonne as he was going to 
execution, Remember iife Eternal, 
look up to Heaven, and lift up your 
czes to him that regneth there. 
Carry thy ſelf therefore like a 
Symphorian, whoſoever profeſſeft 
thy (elf to be a Chrifliian. Do 
not hang back , be not lothto go, 
withdraw not thy neck from the 
yoke , nor thy ſnoulders from the 
{"rofle ; be not afraid to ſuffer for 
Chriit, be not afraid to die for 
<Zhrift, be not atraid to car tire, or 
:o devour the {word for the name 
of Chritt, Here ſhew thy ſelf a 
man, take good courage, pull vp a 
200d heart, And when thou art at 
any time tempted , when thou art 
Qrieved, when thou art made fore 
rowfvll, when thou art vexed, 
when thou art deſpiſed, when thou 
art made a laughinz-ſtock , when 
thou 
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> 2KM diforaced , witen _ art 
| ſpoiled of thy goods , when it is 
- With thee as ic was with Fo upon 
ehe dunghill, or,if ic can be v; corſe, 
then call to mind Sympirorian , and 
. 2 thouſand more ttout Chriitians 
" ſuchas hewas, and learn of them 
Chriſtian courage and maynani- 
mity, and boldly and freely breck | 
forth into theſe words, and repear 
them often ; Whatſcever I ſuffer 
here, it is bur a Modicum , it is but 
ſhort. Farewell then all the world, 
and all the things that are 
\ therein : And welcome to. 
me, thou art welcome 


ETERNITY. 


Of Eternity there is 
KL - no 


FINIS, 


